December 23, 2015
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be registered. This first registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So everyone went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, to be registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough-- because there was no room for them at the inn.” – Luke 2:1-7

We have heard this story from Luke chapter 2 so many times, we probably fail to see how sad it really is. For a moment, let’s set aside the true identity of this child, and just concentrate on the situation. Because of a census, Mary had no choice but to travel to her husband’s home town, even though she was nine months pregnant. As you can imagine, travel in the ancient world was very difficult. When they arrive in the town, probably later than everyone else because of the added difficulty of traveling while pregnant, the town’s only inn was completely full. Everyone else also had been on a long and difficult journey and was probably tired and frustrated over the intrusion of this census into their daily lives. So no one was willing to give up their sleeping quarters or make room for someone else, even a very pregnant woman. So Mary gives birth in a dirty, stinky stable and lays her newborn baby in a feeding trough because it is the only shelter they could find in the chaos of Bethlehem at this time. What a sad story?! Now add to all this the fact that the little baby is God of all creation, the Word become flesh, the great I AM who has come to rescue the very people who have no time or space for him; and the story takes on a whole new level of despair. Friends, do not make this same mistake today. The Christmas season has become the most hectic time of the year in our culture. I am sure everyone has traveling to do, family to visit, presents to buy, and events to attend. But do not forget that the God of all creation…the great I AM…stepped down from heaven and was born in a stable in order to rescue you. Make sure you make room this week for Jesus! Father, please slow us down this week and focus our hearts on the incredible grace and mercy displayed when the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us in order to rescue us.

December 16, 2015 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’” – Luke 2:8-11

We have become very familiar with Luke 2. However, if we try to look at this passage with fresh eyes, we will find some very strange things. First of all, why did angels appear to shepherds and not to more influential members of society? Second, why did the angels appear to only the shepherds, and not everyone? Both of these questions can be answered with one simple truth: From the very beginning, it has been God’s desire to use average men and women to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. Has God done something incredible in your life? It is now your responsibility to spread the word about Jesus. But also do not underestimate the testimony of others in your life. We should not covet the experience of the shepherds. Remember, verse 9 tells us they were terrified. This was no easy or simple vision, but it caused them great distress. Throughout Scripture, we see the intense terror of those who have stood in the presence of God. We should be happy when we get to learn through the testimony of others, instead of having to endure the overwhelming intensity of God’s glory powerfully invading our reality. So remember, we should always share what God has done in our lives and listen intently to God’s work in others. Because God desires for us to grow in our knowledge of Him through fellowship with one another. Father, give us a heart to spread Your Good News through our testimony and grow closer to You through the testimony of others.


December 9, 2015
“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.” – Luke 1:76-77

When Luke tells the story of the Messiah coming into the world, he begins, not with the birth of Jesus, but with the birth of John the Baptist. John’s role was to come before Jesus and prepare the way for Him. He did this by preaching about the people’s need for a Savior. As Christians, we should desire to help the people we love and rescue them from the destructive path they are on. However, we cannot save anyone. Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ. But what we can do, like John the Baptist, is prepare the way for Christ to enter the lives of the people we see each day. This Christmas, if you desire to help those who are perishing around you, then make it a priority to share with them (1) all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (2) the wages of sin is death, and (3) the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ. We do not have the power save those around us, but we can prepare the way for the One who does. Father, give us a passion to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with all who are lost this Christmas season.


December 2, 2015
“I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” – Ecclesiastes 1:14

Have you ever said to yourself, “If I only had (blank), then I would be happy.” Or maybe you say it in a slightly different way; “The reason I’m not happy right now, is because I don’t have (blank).” Well, I have news for you: unless the blank is filled in with “Jesus,” then you are simply fooling yourself. Solomon, who had great wealth, power, and wisdom, came to the conclusion that everything we chase after on the earth is, in the end, meaningless. Each year, as “Black Friday,” and “Cyber Monday,” come crashing into our world, I see an incredibly sad irony: At a time of year that we should be celebrating the only One who can truly bring us peace, we instead celebrate worldly covetousness and greed. If you do not yet have peace, then there is only one Christmas present that can truly make you happy. All you could possibly ever want or need lay in a manger in Bethlehem 2000 years ago. As the old song goes, “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” This Christmas, flee from the discontentment and greed of the world. This Christmas, accept the gift of Jesus Christ! This Christmas, give the gift of Jesus Christ! Father, give us the wisdom to see through the enemy’s schemes this Christmas season, and let us all find and celebrate true and eternal peace through Jesus Christ.


November 25, 2015
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.” – Hebrews 12:28

If we walk backwards through this verse, we first see that acceptable worship of God is worship that is done in reverence and awe. What might be unexpected, however, is that this reverence and awe grows out of thankfulness. Thankfulness plays a very important role in our worship. And where does this thankfulness come from?: Recognition of the fact that, through Jesus Christ, we receive incredible riches and an eternal kingdom that can never be taken away or even slightly diminished. And none of this is from ourselves, but is a completely free gift of God. Once we truly understand this incredible fact, we can respond with nothing other than genuine thankfulness. This thankfulness, as it grows and thrives in our hearts, leads us to stand in awe of the incredible goodness of our God. And now, we have begun to truly worship! Father, lead us into pure worship of you through a thankfulness that breeds reverence and awe.

November 18, 2015
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” – Matthew 22:37-40

We often look at Matthew 22:37-40 as kind of a “cliff notes” for the Bible, thinking “I’ll read the rest of the Bible if I get time, but for now, this is really all I need to know.” But this teaching of Jesus is not an excuse to ignore Scripture, but a call to delve even deeper into the depths of God’s Word. If the law and the prophets are summed up in these two great commands, than this means the law and the prophets hold all the intricate details of how to love God and our neighbor. The mistake we often make in modern Christianity is that we cling to these two commands, but then substitute real, Godly love with some secular version of love or with our personal opinion of what love should be. By doing this, we are no closer to obeying the commands of Christ than if we decide to hate our neighbor. The truth is, if we are going to obey this command, we must turn to God to learn what real love is. 1 John 4:10 says, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” and 1 John 3:16 states, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” So the picture of true love is revealed through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then the details of that picture are vividly colored in as we grow closer to God and immerse ourselves in His Word. This is the only way to truly obey the two greatest commands of Jesus. Heavenly Father, teach us Your love so that we can love You and love others with a true, pure, and divine love.
  

October 28, 2015
“I will sing of your love and justice; to you, O LORD, I will sing praise.” – Psalm 101:1

In today’s culture, we have developed a very strange idea of love. At some point, love and justice have become separated. Under the banner of “tolerance” our culture has decided that you cannot love someone and, at the same time, call their actions wrong or immoral. In this new demented ideology, a person should let their loved one do or say anything, no matter how destructive it may be. However, I believe this ideology has developed, not because we love others, but because we truly do not care about others; because, if you love someone you will always want what is best for them. That is why the psalmist praises God for His love and justice. God loves us dearly, and, because of that, He deeply desires for us to know right and wrong. In fact, Jesus Christ loves us so much that he gave up His perfect place in heaven to show us how to live, and provide for us the path back to a right relationship with God. So I encourage you to be children of your Heavenly Father: Love deeply, differentiate clearly between right and wrong, and be ready to sacrifice for those you love. Heavenly Father, do not let us be fooled by the world’s new excuse for sin and destruction; but instead, let us bravely stand up for what is right and truly love others with the kind of love You have shown us.
 
October 21, 2015
“For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” – 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

There are many reasons to be compelled to do something; pride, guilt, greed, obligation…all are reasons why we do the various things we do throughout the day. But as a Christian, there is one thing that should compel us every day, in every situation: the love of Jesus Christ, which He displayed most perfectly and completely on the Cross. We live our life for Him, not because of guilt or obligation, but because His incredible love drives us to give all we are back to the One who died for us. So search your heart today and discover your motives in every situation. Then let the love of Christ be the compelling factor in every decision. Father, set the love of Jesus Christ firmly in our hearts so that it may guide every moment of our lives.
 
October 14, 2015
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24

Growing up in church, I have heard Psalm 118:24 quoted many times. Usually, we recite this passage to encourage people to enjoy every single day because, rain or shine, God has created it. Even though this is true, there is much more to Psalm 118:24. Like every verse, this one appears within a larger context. The rest of the passage says, “I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:21-24). You see, Psalm 118 is talking about a specific day; the day God set Jesus Christ as the foundation for His Church…the day of our Salvation! We may wake up and be happy because the birds are singing and the sun is shining, and all those things are good. But there is really only one reason for true rejoicing every morning: we have been given Salvation through Jesus Christ! Father, teach us to start every day with the glorious truth of Your Salvation, and let that be the motivation for everything we do and say today.
 
September 30, 2015
“‘Woe to the obstinate children,’ declares the LORD, ‘to those who carry out plans that are not mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin.’” – Isaiah 30:1

How do you make your plans? What is it that instructs you on your daily decisions and your long-range goals? I think many of us make the mistake of designing all of our plans around any number of opinions and whims of our own minds and through the people and beliefs around us. Then, we will do a quick check to make sure none of it is in blatant disobedience to God…and we believe we are being very spiritual and obedient. This may sound like a small matter, but if we continue down this path we will find that it leads to a very dangerous place. We will begin to fall in love with our plans, whims, and opinions and discover that God’s plan often gets in the way of what we want to do. Just a few short verses later, we see where this thinking leads when Isaiah warns; “‘These are rebellious people, deceitful children, children unwilling to listen to the LORD's instruction. They say to the seers, ‘See no more visions!’ and to the prophets, ‘Give us no more visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things, prophesy illusions. Leave this way, get off this path, and stop confronting us with the Holy One of Israel!’” (Isaiah 30:9-11). Every plan must first start with God’s plan. Every opinion must first be based in God’s opinion. When we start with our will, we will find God getting in the way. But when we start with God’s will, we will discover the truth of God’s beautiful plan and purpose for our life. Father, let us make every plan by turning to You first for Your plan for our lives. Then let everything else we do be in submission to Your amazing will and purpose for us.
 
September 23, 2015
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24

This psalm is one that almost everyone has heard, even if you have never been to church. The phrase “every day is a gift from God” has become a common cliché inside and outside Christianity. But is it true? And if so, what does it really mean? Well, I can tell you without a doubt that it is true; every day is a gift from God! And this is true, not only for the Christian, but for everyone. First of all, for the unbeliever, every day is a gift because God has granted you one more opportunity to confess your sins, turn to Him for forgiveness, and experience abundant life. Do not take for granted your “stay of execution.” God is kind and patient, not wanting anyone to be lost, but your time is limited. If you are alive and reading this today, turn to God and be saved! For the Christian, every day is a gift because it means God has incredible purpose for you today. As a follower of Jesus Christ, as long as there is breath in your lungs, God still has a plan for you that has eternal significance. As you walk around today, do not miss an opportunity to show compassion to the hurting, speak truth to the lost, and encourage your brother and sister in Christ. God has given you today so that you can participate in building the only True, Eternal Kingdom. What a privilege! What a gift! Father, help us to wake up every morning excited about the amazing gift of a new day, and take it on with eager expectation of the incredible plans You have for every one of us!
 
September 16, 2015
“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.” – Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

We live in a time where fierce debate rages over several political, cultural, and religious issues. This is not a new problem. Ecclesiastes is clearly a book of struggle, confusion, and sometimes hopelessness. But after all the arguing and all the finger pointing, one truth remains: God will be the Judge. Current issues may seem very confusing, but in the end, our duty is very simple: fear God and obey His commands. We have become masters at justifying the things we want, but our question in every situation should be, “Am I doing this out of reverence for God, and is it in accordance with His commands?” When God judges “hidden things” it is not just secret actions, but things that are hidden in our hearts. Proverbs 16:2 says, “All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.” God looks at the “why” of our actions just as much as the actions themselves. So weather you are on the other side of the world doing mission work with a lost tribe, or you are out with friends enjoying dinner, your duty remains that same: Fear God and obey His commands. When you do this, you will make an eternal impact for His Kingdom everywhere you go. Father, we understand that You judge the deepest parts of our heart. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that we can reflect You with pure motives everywhere we go.
 
September 9, 2015
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.” – Romans 12:9-10

It seems many Christians are struggling today with how to treat those in the family of God and how to treat those in the world. The struggle revolves around how to approach the issue of sin in the lives of those around us. I see two things happening today among most Christians: we accept sin and call it love, or we hate sinners and call it righteousness. Neither is correct. If God is love, and God is righteous, then we should be loving and righteous, and both characteristics should result in the same actions – Godly actions. We find great insight into this problem in Romans 12:9-10. Love must be sincere, and here is what sincere love looks like: First of all, we hate evil, we do not hate people. The reason we hate evil is because it destroys people, and we, like our Father, love people and do not want to see them destroyed. Many Christians will get this wrong. They will stand up for what is right out of hatred for other people, not hatred for evil. But many Christians err to the other side. They will turn a blind eye to evil and claim they are doing it in the name of love. However, this is not love. This group is often motivated by a deep desire to be accepted by the world. This is self-centeredness, which is the opposite of love. For example, when we parent children, our goal is to always do what is best for them, even if it makes us “uncool” in their eyes (which it often does!). The world may look down on Christians for standing up against evil, but what they don’t realize is that, by doing that, we are honoring them above ourselves. So we can never condemn people out of hatred and call it righteousness. And we can also never condone sin and call it love. Our love must be sincere as we hate what is evil, cling to what is good, and selflessly commit to love one another the way God loves us.
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September 2, 2015
“Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” – John 4:48

If we look at the words of Jesus in John 4:48, we might think, “What is wrong with demanding miraculous signs and wonders? If I’m going to believe, I need proof.” But I think this attitude comes from a complete misunderstanding of the situation. You see, Jesus is not a salesman trying to get us to buy his product. He is the Savior who has shown up to rescue us from death and condemnation. As Charles Spurgeon puts it, “You are beggars at his gate, asking for mercy, and you must needs draw up rules and regulations as to how he shall give that mercy? Think you that he will submit to this?” The truth is, the Gospel is the greatest sign and wonder ever displayed; “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). If this incredible display of sacrificial love from a holy God toward sinful people is not enough to warrant faith, then no amount of miraculous signs or wonders will ever be sufficient. Father, keep us from a demanding and arrogant spirit in Your presence, and help us to come to You in humble pleading for Your grace and mercy.
 
August 26, 2015
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” – Psalm 139:14

If you have been attending church for any length of time, you have heard these two verses before. In fact, you may have even memorized one or both of them at some point in time. But this morning, I want to call your attention to the truth of these two verses when viewed together: If today is a special creation of God, and you a special creation of God, then God has a very special plan and purpose for you today! You may head out thinking today is just another day, lost in the thousands of days you will live. And you may head out today thinking you are just one person lost in the sea of millions that walk around this earth. But neither of these is true. Today is beautiful and special…you are beautiful and special. And God has an incredible purpose for you right here and now! Father, help us to live every moment of today understanding the great purpose you have for our lives.
 
August 19, 2015
“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?’” – Romans 11:33-34

In life there are an endless amount of things we can study and an infinite number of things to be pursued. Some of these things are worthwhile, and some are a complete waste of time. However, there is one study, one pursuit, which must rank above all else: the pursuit of God. Knowing the Creator is the greatest thing we can accomplish in this life, and it is the foundation for all other aspects of living. Selwyn Hughes says; “The contemplation of God seems to be a lost art today. We appear to be more concerned about subjects such as church growth, the end times, signs, wonders, and miracles. I am not suggesting these issues are unimportant, but they must not be allowed to replace the supremely important matter of constant, earnest, and continued investigation of the great subject of the Deity. The more we know of God, the more effective will be our lives here on earth.” Any other subject we study has the danger of developing arrogance and pride within us as we begin to see ourselves as superior to our brothers and sisters. But the pursuit of God will always produce awe and humility within us. In addition to this, it will begin to produce a wealth of other characteristics that God desires to see in His child. Lord, let us never forsake the important task of plumbing the depths of your incredible person and nature, and in so doing, let us be made into the likeness of Your Son Jesus Christ.
 
August 12, 2015
“Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” – Psalm 96:2-3

Any time I go to buy something online, I look at the customer reviews. When I am going to work with a new business, I always want to know their customer rating. Even when I am looking for a business in town, I always talk to friends and family first to see who they recommend. I am always comfortable buying a product or doing business with a person that comes highly recommended by past customers. Reputation is important, and we always want to know what other people’s experiences have been. In many Christian circles today, we have forgotten this truth when it comes to our relationship with God. We often get caught up in telling people everything God is against, and how much He hates sin. But we forget that God hates sin because He loves us! When people look at Christianity from the outside, they want to know how we “rate” God; how happy are we in our relationship with God? What kind of peace and joy does He bring to our lives? What difference does our salvation make on a daily basis, and how thankful are we for our vibrant relationship with the One who gave up everything to save us?! Worship and adoration of God will always be more powerful evangelistic tools than anger and condemnation of sinners. So I encourage you to praise God, declare His glory among the nations and tell of His marvelous deeds among all the peoples. Then see how excited others become to meet the amazing God that we know and love! Father, fill us with the joy of Your salvation and let that joy overflow into our words and actions every day.
 
August 5, 2015
“For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” – Psalm 100:5

Recently, my wife and I were able to get away together for a couple of days and celebrate our 17th anniversary. Over the last few years, with the birth of our 5th child and a building project at the church, we have had less and less time alone together. So when we took time to simply enjoy one another for a couple days, two words came to mind: love and faithfulness. The love my wife has for me has not changed since the day we said “I do.” In fact I feel she loves me more today than ever. In addition to that, I am continually amazed by her faithfulness. When the demands of a growing church keep me away from my wife, she never distances herself from me. She continues to love, continues to forgive, and continues to help in any way she can. This is simply who my wife is. The great thing about getting away together for a couple of days is that it calls my attention to this special love and allows us the time to simply enjoy this incredible gift. It has always been my prayer that our marriage would demonstrate God’s love to those around us; so as I think of my wife’s unending love and enduring faithfulness, I can’t help but think of the way God loves us. The Bible is rich with verses that tell us of the incredible faithfulness of God, and the overarching story of Scripture is one of God’s sacrificial love for us displayed through Jesus Christ. This is simply who God is, and His love and faithfulness will never change. My encouragement to you today is to take time, get away with Him, and bask in this truth. We are promised in 1 Chronicles 28:9 that “If you seek Him, He will be found by you.” Seek the Lord today. Spend some time with only Him, and be amazed as you are reminded of His unending love and enduring faithfulness. Father, help us to never take for granted Your unending love and enduring faithfulness, and give us the wisdom to take time alone with You to enjoy this incredible gift.
 
July 29, 2015
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” – Acts 4:12

As we are in the midst of our mission trip on the Pine Ridge reservation this week, I am struck by the spiritual pluralism that exists here. Each year, as we come to this place, the people we encounter are often very accepting of what we have to say about Jesus. However, in this place, the Gospel is often accepted as one of many spiritual truths, one of many religions, and one of many ways to salvation. The problem with this is, Jesus never said, “I am one of the ways, I am one of the truths, and I am one way to life.” On the contrary, throughout his ministry, Jesus made very clear and exclusive statements about who he is (John 10:10; Matthew 12:20; Luke 11:23; John 8:56; etc.). The pluralism that I have seen this week is not unique to a reservation in South Dakota; it is actually a very common theme in our world today and a great scheme of the enemy. If Jesus is one of many saviors, then he is not The Savior. So as we walk through this battleground, we need to understand that what we renounce is just as important as what we confess. Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life. There is no way to everlasting life with the Father except through Him. Father, give us clarity and understanding as we share the freedom and beauty, but also the exclusivity of the Gospel.
 
July 22, 2015
“If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.” – Psalm 130:3-4

We can easily get caught up in comparing ourselves with others, especially those who tend to stumble more than we do. When we start down this road, it leads us to the false belief that we are somehow more deserving of God’s grace and forgiveness than someone else. However, the truth is, when we are held up to God’s perfect and Holy standard, we all fall miserably short. If God decided to throw forgiveness out the window and judge each of us on merit, we would all be condemned to the same fate. Thankfully, God’s relationship with us is based, not on our merit, but on His forgiveness. So why does “fear” enter the picture in v.4? The truth of v.3 should keep us from ever taking the forgiveness of God for granted. Even as forgiven and beloved children, we should approach God with reverent awe and healthy fear, because not a single one of us deserves a place in His Kingdom, let alone in His family. God’s incredible love, expressed through Jesus Christ, has conquered our sin for us and brought us into a restored relationship with Him. “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1). Father, we stand in awe of Your love and forgiveness, knowing that we could never earn a place with You under our own strength. Thank You for casting our sins as far as the East is from the West. Let this truth help us to view one another with love and compassion.
 
July 15, 2015
“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” – Proverbs 17:22

The attitude you feed is the one that thrives. In any life, at any given time, there are things to be depressed about and there are things to be joyful about. The attitude of depression and defeat can be nurtured by a millionaire just as easily as it can be nurtured by a prisoner in a third-world country. But we can also make the choice to nurture an attitude of joy and thanksgiving, regardless of our circumstances. In Acts 16 Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown in prison. The very next verse has them singing songs in their cell. In Acts 5, the apostles are flogged for preaching about Christ and v.41 states that they left rejoicing because they were counted worthy to suffer for the Name of Jesus! Why is it important to be intentional about which attitude we feed? Because a cheerful heart is good medicine but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. Living a life of purposeful joy is the healthies way to live! Lord, set our eyes on eternal things and teach us to feed an attitude of thanksgiving and joy so that cheerfulness will thrive in our lives.
 
July 8, 2015
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them’” – Matthew 19:14

This week is our Vacation Bible School at the church. So our building is buzzing with activity every day. As I watch the little ones playing games, doing crafts, and singing songs, I am reminded of the incredible worth of a child. Each one is so talented and beautiful in their own unique way. I can only imagine the amazing plan that God has for each one of these little lives. But, whenever God is doing a work, the enemy is challenging it. Our world is devaluing children more and more every day. Whether it is abortion, broken families, or the loss of traditional marriage, Satan is doing everything he can to destroy the amazing plans God has for our children. For this reason, I am so thankful for the amazing volunteers we have who are investing so much time in our children this week! Our sons and daughters are an integral part of God’s plan: “Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate” (Psalm 127:3-5). So, whether it is your children, grandchildren, or the kids across the street, join with Jesus in saying, “let the little children come!” Father, give us Your heart and passion for the little ones in our lives.
 
July 1, 2015
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” – Jeremiah 29:13

Jeremiah 29:13 has always been an incredible verse to me. God could be completely hidden from us. In fact, it would be perfectly reasonable if God was completely unreachable. He could sit in splendor and glory, completely whole and complete, without ever dealing with us dirty, fallen sinners. But God chooses to open up His presence to us. Not only does He allow us to come, but He invites us to come. The only condition is that we come with all our hearts. Jesus would later explain this by saying the greatest commandment is to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). At this point, you may ask yourself whether or not it is worth all the trouble of seeking and loving God with such undivided passion? Well, Jeremiah gives us the answer to that question two verses before: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). Lord, give us a passion to love and seek You with everything we are, knowing that true prosperity only comes through an intimate relationship with You.
 
June 24, 2015
“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” – Acts 2:38

It is no mistake that every believer, regardless of age or class or education, receives the Holy Spirit at conversion. For Christ’s Church to function at its highest level, we need the Spirit-lead input of many different individuals. In some cultures, only the elderly are revered and followed, but they miss out on the energy of youth. In other cultures, it might be the strongest and most powerful warriors who lead, but they often miss out on the wisdom of patience and diplomacy. Still other cultures revere only the highly educated, and they miss out on the practical and functional knowledge of those who are in the trenches of life. But inside the Body of Christ there is room for every person with all their unique gift and talents, as long as they are reborn in Christ and following the leading of the Holy Spirit. Father, fill us all with Your Spirit and teach us to appreciate the unique gifts that every one of Your children brings to the Family.
 
June 17, 2015
“What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?” – Romans 8:31

Have you ever felt like the whole world is against you? Have you ever had those times when, no matter what you do or how hard you try, you cannot seem to get ahead? All of us have felt this way at one time or another. However, Romans 8:31 makes a very good point: if the Creator and Ruler of the entire universe is working for our good in every moment, what person or force in all creation could possibly stand up against Him? In fact, if you read the verses directly before Romans 8:31, you will see the great lengths that God has gone to for our good. The problem we run into is, when the car breaks down and the basement floods and the kids are sick and we lose our job and a loved one passes away, it looks like God doesn’t care anymore. So the big question really becomes, “how can we trust that God is working for our good?” The answer to that question comes in v.32 - “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” God did not send His own Son to suffer and die for our Salvation so that He could then turn us over to the whims of the world and watch as we struggle. When we are in Christ, every struggle, every trial, and every dark day has purpose. We can trust that this is true because God has already clearly and powerfully demonstrated His perfect love for us in Jesus Christ. Father, strengthen us to hold on to the promise of Your love and purpose during the hard times in our lives.
 
June 10, 2015
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” – John 13:34

When we first look at this command of Jesus, it may seem strange that he calls it “new.” Certainly, Jesus was not the first teacher in history to give the command to love. We see it in the Old Testament, and surely others had taught the value of love before Jesus. So what makes it “new”? Jesus is the first and only teacher who can definitively say, “Love as I have loved.” When it comes to the concept of love, we all have our own opinions and ideas of what that should look like. In fact, love has become very convoluted in every culture throughout history, often evolving into something far from real, Godly love. What Jesus has given us is the perfect example of love. His life and teaching answers all of our questions about what love should be and what love should do. Jesus’ command was not simply “love one another.” It is “Love as I have loved,” and this makes all the difference in the world. Lord, thank you for the perfect, tangible example of love. Give us each the wisdom and passion to know and follow the life of Jesus Christ.
 
June 3, 2015
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” – Romans 12:3

Self-centeredness rears its ugly head in many different forms. We have all seen people who think they are the greatest thing in the world. And this kind of self-centeredness may be the first thing that comes to mind when we read Paul’s words, “do not think of yourself more highly than you ought.” However, thinking of yourself too highly can take many other forms as well: In deep depression, we become so self-centered that we cannot see beyond our personal circumstances or feelings. In intense anger we feed our rage without any thought of how it affects others. In lust, we are concerned only with our own desires. All of these instances are examples of “thinking of yourself more highly than you ought.” The key to fixing this problem, according to Paul, is to think ourselves with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has given us. When we look at ourselves in this way, we understand that we are broken and sinful people, but we are also eternally and perfectly loved by the God of all creation. Only through the lens of faith can we have a proper view of ourselves. Father, give us the sober judgement to understand that, apart from You, we are condemned, but in Christ we are children of the King.
 
May 27, 2015
“Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.” – Psalm 66:16

We love a true story. Whether it is a movie based on “actual events,” or an evening news program featuring a “real-life drama,” stories that really took place catch our attention much more than any fairy tale. As Christians, we often under-estimate the power of our story. When we talk to one another or share Christ with unbelievers, we try so hard to find the perfect argument, the coolest illustrations, or the most ground-breaking teaching from some giant in the faith. However, the most powerful message we can convey is what God has done for us. So take some time and stop to consider all that God has done for you. Then, do not keep it to yourself, because there are people who need to hear that encouragement today. Lord, bring to mind all Your great works in our life, and then give us the words to share those stories with everyone around us.
 
May 20, 2015
“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” – John 8:31-32

There are two very beautiful ideas held in the famous words of John 8:32. This passage is often quoted in the secular world, and when people speak of it they are referring to the fact that there is freedom in living as an honest and trustworthy person. When we weave a web of lies, that web quickly becomes a prison cell. We become trapped by our dishonesty. Living in truth sets us free from this dilemma. This is a beautiful and very accurate idea. However, Jesus is talking about more than just living a truthful life; Jesus is talking about living in “The Truth.” Knowing Jesus and being his disciple means we have accepted his sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins and been restored to a right relationship with God. This Truth creates the ultimate freedom: freedom to live every day with strength, identity, purpose, and courage. We are free from fear and condemnation and empowered to become all God intended us to be! Father, thank You for the freedom you have granted us through the Truth of Jesus Christ. Help us to live powerfully in that freedom every single day.
 
May 13, 2015
“And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to eat?’” – Luke 24:41

Disappointment and skepticism are the places we retreat to in order to keep ourselves safe. Whenever our expectations go unfulfilled, we resign ourselves to disappointment and let skepticism become the theme of our lives, because we do not want to be hurt again. This is exactly where the disciples were after the crucifixion of Jesus. They huddled together in an upper room, wallowing in their disappointment. Even when the resurrected Jesus appeared to them in Luke 24, they thought it was too good to be true; they had resigned themselves to disappointment and began living in skepticism. I love how Jesus pulls them out of this cycle by saying, “do you have anything to eat?” In that one statement He both proves His physical resurrection and brings them back into enjoying life with Him once again. The problem with remaining in an attitude of disappointment and skepticism is that we lose hope. Hope for greater things is what keeps us moving forward in life. When we live with God, we live with the constant promise of hope; “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). You see, the disciples were disappointed because their plans for an earthly messiah had not panned out. However, God had something infinitely better in mind from the beginning; He was building an eternal Kingdom for them! So what plans of yours have gone unfulfilled? What events have caused you to retreat into disappointment and skepticism? Come out and live! Because what God has planned for you is infinitely greater than whatever plan of yours has gone to the wayside. Lord, let us find peace and strength, not in the circumstances we manufacture on our own, but in the Truth that You have incredible plans for us now and in eternity.
 
 
May 6, 2015
“When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?” – Psalm 56:3-4

What are you afraid of today? Where does your anxiety come from? Psalm 56 was written in a time and place where the threat of hand-to-hand, life-and-death combat was a very real and daily concern. That concern would seem to be, to you and me at least, a very good reason to be afraid. However, the author is literally saying, “If I have to draw my sword today, and fight for my life, I will not fear any mortal man, because God is with me.” That is faith! We have a lot to learn from this ancient author. How often do we go through our day filled with fear? Fear of losing a job, or fear of conflict, or any number of other fears. Sadly enough, we often go through life filled with fear concerning other people’s opinions. Words are the swords and gossip is the battle field of our day. We live in fear of what people will think or say about us. But whether you are on a battle field in ancient Israel, or in the break room at work, the question still applies; “What can mortal man do to me?” When we are living in a close relationship with God through Jesus Christ and pursuing His will for our lives, we are held in his hand. And there is no man or woman in all creation who has the power to take us from the grip of our Heavenly Father. So throw off fear today and live in peace, faith, and confidence! Praise God and trust Him, because this is the only way to truly live. Father, as we put our trust in You, fill us with the confidence that comes from being held in Your hands.
 
April 29, 2015
“You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” – Psalm 51:16-17

Psalm 51:16-17 is a fairly well-known passage. It is often quoted, but I believe it is also often misunderstood. We sometimes look at this passage and think, “God doesn’t care about what we do, how we worship, or what sacrifices we make. He only cares about what’s in our heart.” This is a misinterpretation of these verses. The truth is, during the time of David, God did require sacrifices and burnt offerings, and He was pleased with them. In fact, in the books of Leviticus and Numbers, it says over twenty times that the sacrifices were a “pleasing aroma” to the Lord. So what does this Psalm mean? The sacrifices must flow from a broken and contrite heart. God is never interested in us going through hollow, empty motions. He is not pleased by simple traditions or practices for the sake of tradition or practice. However, when we do have a broken and contrite heart, then our actions should show that. When our heart is right before God, we will seek to do the things that please God. A sacrifice offered with no true repentance is not pleasing to God. But a broken heart that does not follow through with proper worship is also not pleasing to God. Because the One, Perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ was offered once for all sin, we are not required to offer sacrifices on the altar day after day. But in response to the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, it is proper worship for us to make personal sacrifices with our time, talent, and money every day. God is pleased when his people allow their broken and contrite hearts to lead them into proper worship and sacrifice. Father, forgive us for the times when we come to You and just go through the motions. But also forgive us for the times we think our actions don’t matter. Let us be a people who worship in Spirit and Truth.
 
April 22, 2015
“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” – Romans 15:4

A sense of belonging is so important to the human experience. A great variety of organizations, from the Boy Scouts to the Hells Angels, exist because people have a deep desire to belong to something bigger than themselves. We want our life story to be part of a greater narrative. The greatest story of all time is God’s story. The story that opens with the creation of all things, leads into the drama of a people lost and separated from God, continues through the incredible story of redemption through Jesus Christ, and ends with everything being brought into perfect completion for the rest of eternity. The Scriptures were written so that we would each understand that we are a part of this narrative. We belong! Throughout the Bible, there are characters that play an incredible role and teach us amazing lessons. Some of which we never even learn their name. Surely during their lifetime, the woman at the well or the man born blind or the man with leprosy, felt alone and insignificant. But the truth is, God had an incredible plan for them. Their life played a vital role in His story. The same is true for you and me. We belong! God has created us for a reason. And when we spend time in the Scriptures, we gain endurance and encouragement as we discover this truth over and over again! Father, thank You for giving us the Bible so that we can gain endurance and encouragement knowing we are a vital part of Your incredible story.
 
April 15, 2015
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” – Luke 11:9-13

Do you ever feel like everyone around you takes from you? Do you ever feel like the vast majority of the people you come in contact with want something from you? How many relationships in our modern world are completely self-centered? Because this is often true, we have a tendency to project these qualities on God. But nothing could be further from the truth! God is not a reluctant father, annoyed with his children’s constant requests. Instead, He is waiting and eager to bless those He loves. God does not have a relationship with us to get something He needs, because God is completely self-sufficient without us…He needs nothing from us. Instead, we are his beloved children who he loves to shower with blessings. If an earthly father, full of sin and selfishness knows how to love and bless his children, how much more our perfect Heavenly Father?! Father, thank You for Your amazing love and generosity that is completely and perfectly focused on our good.
 
April 8, 2015
“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.” – Psalm 42:11

Next time you are stuck in depression, ask yourself “why?” Or more specifically, ask yourself “where is my focus?” You see, the vast majority of our depression grows from a self-centered focus. When our gaze is on our own power, desires, or importance we will always return less than impressed. However, when we fix our gaze on God, it becomes incredibly difficult to hold on to our depression. The unimaginable strength, love, and Salvation of our Heavenly Father destroys the darkness of self-pity and self-centered depression. So next time your soul is downcast, ask yourself “why?” Then make a conscious effort to turn your eyes to God and put your hope in Him. Father, keep our gaze intensely fixed on You so that we will have endless power for living abundant lives.
 
April 1, 2015
“The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.” – John 13:2-5

Imagine the scene at the last supper: Jesus, who had all the authority and power of the universe at his fingertips, was about to go and be mocked, brutally beaten, and crucified. This was his last opportunity to be with his closest friends. But during the meal, instead of listening to him and sharing in his sorrow, they all sat and debated which one was the greatest! The God of all the universe was about to suffer and die for this bunch of sinners, and they could only think of themselves! It would be perfectly reasonable for Jesus to begin yelling, turning over tables, and throwing food until they came to their senses. But that is not what he does. Jesus takes off his cloak, wraps a towel around his waist, gets a bowl of water, and begins to go around washing feet like a common slave. If that were not enough, John chapter 13 makes it very clear that, seated at that table and receiving the foot washing, was Judas Iscariot; the one who would betray Jesus to his death. This kind of love and humility is almost unimaginable. So as we prepare for Easter Sunday, I ask: are you sacrificing yourself in order to serve others, or do you spend all your time building your own greatness. Jesus makes it very clear: “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Father, let us meditate deeply on the incredible humility of Jesus Christ this Holy Week, so that we would be filled with this same passion to love and serve those around us.
 
March 25, 2015
“16 Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked; 17 for the power of the wicked will be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous.” – Psalm 37:16-17

You have probably heard something similar to Psalm 37:16 in the past; right-standing with God is better than wealth. But if you are anything like me, you have probably asked yourself, “why?!” The very next verse in this Psalm gives us the answer. When you live in rebellion to God, the only power you have to rely on is your own power. The only wealth you have to draw from is your own wealth. And that wealth and power is always in jeopardy, because it was gained through disobedience to God. It is like driving around in a stolen car; it might be a really nice car, but you would live in constant fear of being caught and having it taken away. When we live in a right relationship with God, we rely on His power and on His wealth for our security. Any material wealth we acquire along the way does not hold fear our guilt because it was given to us freely. And when material wealth is nowhere to be found, we can still live in peace and confidence, knowing we are children of the One who holds the universe in His hand. Father, thank You for providing all good things to the children you love.
 
March 18, 2015
“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” – Proverbs 22:6

This morning I had the privilege of leading music for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes huddle at my daughters’ school. We tried to do a round, where the kids stand up and sit down depending on whose turn it was to sing a certain part. Things did not go as well as I had hoped. We had two teachers leading the two groups and me playing guitar and singing. Neither teacher was exactly sure what they should be doing, and I couldn’t sing two parts at the same time. Needless to say, the kid’s eyes kept darting back and forth from leader to leader, trying to figure out which part they were supposed to sing and what they were supposed to do. Although I wouldn’t call it successful, it was definitely entertaining! As I drove home, I thought about the fact that this is a good illustration of what our children are faced with today. They have many different people, telling them many different things. They want so bad to follow the leader and do the right thing, but they struggle to know where to look for guidance. As parents and as a church, the greatest thing we can do for a child is teach them to follow Christ. Because, even though the world will constantly change around them, God will always be the same. When their eyes are fixed on Him, they will never be lost about where they should go and what they should do. Father, teach us to take very seriously the command to raise our children up in You.
 
March 11, 2015
“If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!” – Ecclesiastes 4:10

Have you ever noticed that The Lord’s Prayer is plural? “Our Father…our daily bread…lead us not into temptation”…etc. God created us to live out our relationship with Him in community with one another. Three times in the book of John, Jesus commands his disciples to love one another (13:34, 15:12 & 17). One of Jesus’ closest disciples, John, puts it this way; “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother (1 John 4:20-21).” You see, God has created us to not only need Him, but to need one another. So if you are struggling with living the kind of life you know God is calling you to, a good question to ask is; “What kind of community have I surrounded myself with?” You will not be able to fulfill your full potential alone. You will only become all God has intended you to be when you actively live out your faith in intimate community with your brothers and sister in Christ. Father, being family is often hard work, so help us to see the beauty and benefit in staying connected to your children.
 
March 4, 2015
“How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.” – Psalm 36:7-9

I have always enjoyed working on cars, and I have been blessed with an amazing uncle who not only has a wealth of knowledge, but a wealth of tools as well. However, I can remember when I bought my first socket set from Sears. I went to my uncle’s garage to work on my car, and insisted on getting the whole project done with just my little set of tools. I was so proud of what I had bought, that I did not want to borrow anything from him. Needless to say, the project was much more frustrating than it should have been and took much longer than it needed to. As I look back, I realize how silly it was to try to do all that work with a few simple tools, when I had every tool imaginable and all the help I needed available to me right there in the garage. I think we all run into this same problem in our relationship with God. We are so proud of what we think we have achieved on our own, that we try to solve every problem with our personal resources or under our own power, often with miserable results. But all along, there is abundance in God’s house! He has prepared a feast before us! Everything we need for life and living is right there, if we would only go to our Father and ask for it. So, is the job ahead of you today way too much for your little set of tools? Go to God and ask; He has everything you need! Father, give us the wisdom to draw from Your endless resources; and through that, You will get the glory for every victory.
 
February 25, 2015
“The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” – Proverbs 18:10

In ancient times, populations would often have a large tower in the very center of their city. The purpose of the tower was for protection in case the enemy made it past the city wall. All the people would run into the tower and, from there, have a safe and strategic place to fight the attacking army. For a Biblical illustration of how effective this defense could be, see Judges 9:50-55. Not only did the tower provide safety from the battle, it also provided an elevated vantage point to assess and defeat the enemy. Proverbs 18:10 uses this illustration to encourage us to find refuge in God. When it comes to spiritual battles, God is our strong tower. When the enemy has breached our walls and is in hot pursuit, we can find refuge in God. He first provides the spiritual stronghold we need and extinguishes the flaming arrows of our enemy (Ephesians 6:16). Running to Lord also provides the elevated perspective we need to properly assess the schemes of the enemy and effectively fight back (Matthew 6:33). So, if you are feeling attacked by Satan today, run for higher ground! We always have a fortress of refuge for any storm by resting in the powerful Name of our Heavenly Father. Lord, we know that You are always standing strong in the middle of our lives; give us the wisdom to run to You in times of trials.
 
February 18, 2015
“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.” – Psalm 27:14

We have a tendency to think of waiting as a passive activity. However, Psalm 27 clearly illustrates that waiting is not the same as doing nothing. When we wait on the Lord, we are demonstrating strength and faith. Waiting on the Lord is a conscious decision to place the future squarely in God’s hands and put faith in Him to carry out His perfect will in your life. We often have trouble with waiting, not because we are impatient, but because we are prideful and self-centered. Our problem is not usually how long God takes, but worrying about what it is He is going to do. Waiting on God is a release of our will and submission to His. No, waiting on the Lord is not the same as doing nothing; it is everything! Father, give us first faith in You, then submission to You, and finally the ability to wait for You.
 
February 11, 2015
“Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you. Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm. Do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.” – Proverbs 4:25-27

Statistics from the past decade show that over 3000 people die every year in car accidents caused by distracted driving. Some years the number is almost double that. It is amazing how many lives could be saved and how much damage could be avoided if people would simply keep their eyes on the road. What is true about our highways is also true of our spiritual lives. However, the problem is much worse; when it comes to living life, many people are not even aware there is a road. Jesus talked about this road several times, saying “I am the Way the Truth and the Life,” and “narrow is the road that leads to life” (John 14:6 and Matthew 7:14). The way to avoid death and destruction in life is to keep your eyes on the road. We easily get distracted by all sorts of sin and temptation. When we allow our eyes to wander off the way of Jesus, we are bound to crash. But if we walk through each day with our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus, we will avoid much of the death and destruction that comes through distracted living. Father, fix our eyes on Jesus, see if there is any offensive way in us, and lead us in the Way Everlasting.
 
February 4, 2015
“Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.” – Psalm 96:1-2

Have you ever considered how incredibly huge God’s Salvation is? You would think that we could grow weary of declaring the same Salvation day after day. But Psalm 96 tells us that we should not only sing day after day, but we should sing a brand new song. The Salvation of God is so deep and strong and compassionate and beautiful that we could sing a brand new song every day for a lifetime and never fully encompass all that is God’s Salvation. So spend a moment today and meditate on all that Salvation means for you. Then lift up your voice and sing a new song of praise for the One who rescued you and made you part of His family for all eternity! Father, an eternity of praise would never capture Your enduring goodness to us, displayed most perfectly in the Salvation You provided through Jesus Christ.
 
January 28, 2015
“Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: ‘Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.’” – Acts 17:22-23

Some Christian phrases are very strange: “Washed in the blood,” “the Lamb that was slain,” and “on fire for God” all sound a little like something out of a horror movie if you have not grown up in the church. In fact, when Jesus talked about being “born again” he confused one of the most well educated men of his time, and was required to give an in depth explanation of what he meant (John Ch. 3). We can learn a lot by observing the apostle Paul. He was an incredibly well educated man, and knew the Jewish scriptures extremely well. All of his sermons contain a great deal of quotations from the Old Testament…all except one sermon: In Acts 17, when Paul preached his famous sermon on Mars Hill, he did not quote a single passage from the Old Testament. He was talking to group of people who had never read the Bible, so quoting from Moses or the prophets would have meant nothing to them. So, instead, Paul talks in a language they can understand, using example that they are familiar with. When we are sharing the Gospel with those outside the Church, what is most important is that we get the message across in a way that they can understand it. It is not important to use “Christian language” or show how many Bible verses you have memorized. So next time God opens up an opportunity for you to share the Good News about Jesus Christ, pray for wisdom and speak words that will be meaningful to those you want to reach. Lord, fill us with wisdom and creativity as we seek to share the Gospel with those who are far away from You.
 
January 21, 2015
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” – Mark 12:30-31

The godless in our world would have us base all our morals on what they call “the golden rule”: “Do to other as you would have them do to you.” In fact, some Christians may even believe that this is what Jesus said in Mark 12. However, the golden rule is seriously lacking when looked at in light of what Jesus truly taught. First of all, the greatest commandment is to love God. If this part is left out, then we have completely missed the heart of this teaching. Love for others, and a healthy love for one’s self, has absolutely no basis or power unless there is first a love for God. It is only in the light of God that we can have a proper love for ourselves; a love that is not selfish, envious, boastful, or proud. And this view of ourselves is essential, because Jesus says it is the starting point of our love for others. The second place where the golden rule is lacking is in motivation. The motivation is still selfish. By treating others in a certain way, I am trying to create an environment that is best for me. However, relationships are hardly every this reciprocal and we end up never receiving that which we are hoping for. God gives us a completely different motivation for how we should treat those around us: “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11). You see, our motivation is not tied up in what we hope to achieve by loving others. We love others because of what we have already received from God. This allows us to love those who have nothing to give in return. Lord, teach us your love so that we can love others.
 
January 14, 2015
“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” – 2 Peter 3:9

As Christians, we need to avoid the “us against them” mentality. God does not want Christians to win the war against Muslims, or atheists, or liberals. God wants Christ to win the war that rages in the heart of every man, woman, and child. In one of his prayers, Selwyn Hughes writes, “(God), You are not against me for my sin, but for me against my sin.” That is not only true of Mr. Hughes, but it is true of every one of us. If it is truly God’s desire that each and every person would come to repentance, then, as His children, that should be our desire as well. So the lost person is not who we are fighting against, he is who we are fighting for! So when we run up against the lies of Satan in our world, we should be broken for those who are lost in those lies and, with a deep love, desire to rescue them from death. And the only life-line that can save those drowning in lostness is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Lord, fill us with Your compassion for those who are lost, and give us a passion to share with them the salvation of Jesus Christ.
 
January 7, 2015
“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16

Selfishness is a serious roadblock to fulfilling our purpose in Christ. It is our selfishness that often keeps us from doing the good works we are called to do. However, even when we are doing good works, our selfishness still rears its ugly head. We are called to let our light shine so that others will glorify God. If we are doing good works in order to bring glory to ourselves and win the praise of others, we have missed the point of Jesus’ statement entirely. God is the sun and we are the moon. The moon has no light of its own. It simply reflects the light of the sun. In the same way, we have nothing good in us apart from Christ. So every good work we do, and all the light that shines from our life, should serve to show God to those around us and lead them to a place where they also give glory to the One True Light and Life for all mankind. Father, fill us with goodness and let our lives be beacon of Your Light to lead the lost world home to You.
 
 
December 31, 2014
“Acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you.” – 1 Chronicles 28:9

Tonight at the dinner table, my 8 year old daughter said, “Hey dad, you wanna know what my New Year’s revelation is?!” We all chuckled a little and explained to her it is a “New Year’s resolution.” However, after she went to bed, I began to wonder if maybe she had it right. At the end of the year, we often reflect on the lessons God has taught us. But do we expectantly look forward to the new revelations God has for us in the coming year? We have a promise from Scripture that, if we seek God, we will find Him. Any energy we expend seeking new intimacy, insight, and revelation from God will be rewarded. So I encourage you this year; make one of your New Year’s resolutions to actively seek New Year’s revelations! Lord, show yourself to us in new and beautiful ways in 2015!
 
December 24, 2014
“But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” – Galatians 4:4-5

I can remember, when I was a child, the amazing amount of anticipation that came on this day each year. I could hardly wait for December 24th to be over so I could go to sleep and wake up to all the excitement of Christmas presents magically appearing under the tree overnight. As much as I thought the waiting would kill me, I would not have had it any other way. The perfect timing of opening presents on Christmas morning was the key that really made it all so special. Because we live thousands of years after the birth of Jesus Christ, we often lose the supernatural excitement of the event. But God’s timing was perfect. Everything that happened before Christ needed to happen to make us understand the need for a Savior. And all the thousands of years that have transpired since, in no way lesson the perfect, divine timing of this eternally powerful gift. So today, let God fill you with childlike excitement. Wait anxiously for Christmas morning, knowing the incredible truth that, “when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” Heavenly Father, no amount of celebration or excitement could ever capture the beauty, love, mercy, and grace of the gift You gave us 2000 years ago!

December 17, 2014
“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’” – Luke 2:13-14

True peace is only found by being in God’s favor. And the only way to be sure you are in the favor of God is to be reconciled to Him through Jesus Christ. This is the Good News proclaimed by the angels that day. The virgin conception of Jesus Christ was the beginning of a journey that would end with the Cross and Resurrection, and sinners being reconciled to God in order to experience His peace. Do not let the enemy steal your peace this Christmas by enticing you into the chaos of a culture of consumerism. Rest today in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for your salvation and find peace in the fact that God’s favor rests on His children. Lord, give us peace in the midst of a world of chaos.
 
December 10, 2014
“There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.” – John 1:6-8

John the Baptist had a very clear understanding of his role. He never desired to make a name for himself. His only aim was to prepare people to meet Jesus. You see, John was not the Messiah and he could not save anyone. However, he knew the One who could. People did not put their faith in John, they put their faith in Jesus through John’s witness. He was never the Light, he was simply the channel through which the Light shined. Each of us should have this same perspective. As I live, it is my hope that more and more of me would fade away and more and more of Jesus would become evident through my life. Essentially, in the words of John himself, “He must become greater; I must become less” (John 3:30). Lord, make each of us an open vessel, through which you can shine the light of Jesus Christ.
 
December 3, 2014
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" – Matthew 3:1-3

When John the Baptist came to prepare the way for his countrymen to know their Messiah, his primary message was “repent!” He told people to turn from their rebellion and come back to God. That way, their hearts and minds would be sharp and focused, ready for them to meet their Messiah. So as we begin the Christmas season, let’s prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of our Savior by turning from the sins that entangle and distract us, and pursuing God with a renewed passion. Take a serious look at your life today; what sins are you holding on to and allowing to be a normal part of your daily routine? Make a serious effort in the coming weeks to remove those things from your life and fill that place with the things of God instead. If we will pursue repentance in this way, we will experience our Savior in a new light this Christmas. Lord, give us the strength and clarity to celebrate this Christmas in repentance.
 
November 26, 2014
“I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among throngs of people I will praise you.” – Psalm 35:18

Tomorrow, many of us will gather around a table with our closest loved ones and recall everything the Lord has done for us throughout the year. We will give thanks to Him in the intimacy of family and home. This is a beautiful and special time. However, our thanksgiving should not begin and end here. An attitude of thankfulness toward God should be what wakes us up each morning, and what fills our minds as we lay down to sleep. And this thankfulness is not a private matter. We should proclaim the goodness of our God “in the great assembly,” and “among throngs of people.” The people around us would understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ much more quickly and clearly if we, as followers of Jesus Christ, would express our gratitude toward Him every day and live in a spirit of thankfulness toward the One who gave everything to rescue us! Lord, fill us with such overwhelming gratitude toward You that it would flood into every area of our lives and touch everyone we come in contact with.
 
November 19, 2014
“Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.” – Psalm 37:4

What does our heart truly desire? Who knows your heart better, you or God? These are important questions to ask if we are going to properly understand Psalm 37:4. One of the best ways to understand our relationship with God is to look at the relationship between a father and his children. My children may ask me for things that actually harm them. For instance, a child may ask for candy every day for every meal. However, is this truly their desire? Do they really know the consequences? If their root desire is to live a happy and healthy life, then this short-term, immature desire will actually stand in the way of that. Likewise, we often desire things that are very immature; things that would ultimately keep us from our deepest desires. Therefore, our greatest call is to delight in the Lord. We should seek Him every day, and with all that we are. And in that, the One who truly knows our heart’s desire, even more intimately than we do, will lead us into abundant life. Father, guard and direct our lives to give us what will truly fill the deepest desires of our heart.
 
November 12, 2014
“Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.” – 1 Chronicles 29:11

What is it that you are worried about today? What is the thing that is hanging over your head or coming to mind every few minutes? Now ask yourself, “Is this problem bigger than God?” If you read 1 Chronicles 29:11 the answer would have to be, “no problem is bigger than God!” So, if you have been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, and you are actively seeking His will for your life, then He is big enough to move any and every mountain that may get in your way. Lord, thank You for being bigger than our problems.
 
November 5, 2014
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” – Ephesians 4:3

Unity takes effort. We are all people, and people are not perfect. We will each fall short, act un-Christian, and disappoint each other at times. To continue to work together for the good of God’s Kingdom, we must make an effort. This effort means being patient, and loving when someone hurts you. However, it also means approaching one another and talking about the hard things. In Romans 14:19 Paul says, “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” You see, fake peace where we ignore godliness is not enough. In this effort we must be working toward building one another up in Christ. So if your brother has wronged you, go talk about it in love and humility, with the goal of edification. Have you wronged your sister? Then humbly go and ask for forgiveness and make a commitment to do better. All of this is hard and humbling work. However, we must take seriously God’s command to live in unity while constantly growing closer to Christ and closer to one another. Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit and lead us to greater unity and greater maturity as we live together as Your Church.
 
October 29, 2014
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

Have you ever thought that you are too sinful to deserve a place in heaven? Well, guess what?...you are right! The Good News is not that we can be good enough to deserve heaven. The Gospel also does not teach us that God can forgive those who are not really all that bad. The Good News is that the perfect Sacrifice of Jesus Christ can cover any and every sin that has ever and will ever be committed. Have you ever thought that you are too sinful for Jesus to forgive you? Well, guess what?...you are dead wrong! Ephesians 2:9 tells us that no one can boast. What that means is that we all stand on equal ground before Christ. Every sin leads to death, and therefore all sinners, no matter how “good” or how “bad” under our standards, deserve death and condemnation under God’s perfect standard. So the liar can only be saved under the same grace that rescues the murderer. That is exactly what Romans 3:22-24 means when it says; “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” Lord, give us the clarity to see and understand that we all stand equally condemned under the law and equally saved under the grace and mercy that comes from Jesus Christ.
 
October 22, 2014
“Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. They rejoice in your name all day long; they exult in your righteousness.” Psalm 89:15-16

This morning I was elk hunting. I hiked up on to a ridge long before sunrise, in pitch black darkness. I took each step very carefully, because I did not know if the next few steps lead to an open meadow, or a treacherous cliff. Slowly and surely, the sun began to rise. At first, there was just enough light to see the outline of the mountains around me. Then there was enough light that I could see shadows and silhouettes of the land and features. As this happens, I begin to pick out things in the open meadow that may or may not be elk. With every little bit of light, I get a clearer and clearer picture of my surroundings. However, I cannot see everything clearly until the sun is fully in the sky. This is a good parallel to our life in Christ. There was a time when we all walked in darkness. We did not know anything of the world around us or the dangers that could lie around every corner. But as we come to Christ, light shines in our life. As we walk with Christ, it is like the sun slowly rising. Every day, as we draw close to Him, we see more and more of the beauty around us. And one day, when Christ is finally and fully revealed, we will see everything clearly. “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). So I encourage you this morning, draw close to Him and let His light shine bright so that you can see more clearly each day and eagerly anticipate the day when the Son will shine brightly for all the world to see! Father, thank You for sending Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.
 
October 15, 2014
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” – Luke 24:27

In Luke chapter 24, after his resurrection, Jesus met some of his disciples along the road to Emmaus and began to teach them about “The Christ.” The disciples did not know who it was that was teaching them, because Jesus kept himself hidden from them. This is a very interesting passage for a lot of reasons. However, one of the most interesting things is that, even though it is Jesus himself teaching, he uses the Bible to reveal who he is. Being God in the flesh, Jesus certainly could have revealed himself and taught on his own authority. However, he chose to use the same medium in which we hear from God every day; He opened up the Scriptures to them. In John 7:38 Jesus promises that streams of living water will flow from all who believe in him. However, this is not a belief that springs from some strange mixture of current culture and our own opinions. Our belief in Jesus must be firmly rooted in the eternal, inerrant Truth of the Holy Scriptures. This is how we believe, and this should be how we teach. Jesus himself set this example for us on the road to Emmaus. Lord, open up the Scriptures to us and let our beliefs, teaching, and lives be built on the firm foundation of Your Living Word
 
October 8, 2014
“When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.” – Luke 5:4-7

We learn two very important things in this story. First, we learn that God often works through our skills and efforts. There are many ways that Jesus could have performed this miracle. However, it was through the boats, nets, and efforts of the fisherman that the huge catch was accomplished. The second things we learn is that our skills and efforts alone are not enough. The men had worked hard all night long. Fishing was their life, and they knew the sea better than anyone. However, all their hard work and expertise yielded no results without Jesus. So what are your gifts? What are your skills? What are you good at? It is a great privilege that God would choose to work through you to do amazing things for His Kingdom. But we must also keep in mind that everything we do apart from God, no matter how hard we work or how skilled we are, will amount to nothing. Lord, thank You for the privilege of using us to do amazing things, and teach us commit all our ways to You.
 
October 1, 2014
“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.” – Matthew 2:11

We have a lot to learn from the actions of the Magi. They came and worshiped the little boy Jesus. He had not yet performed any miracles or taught any lessons. He certainly had not yet died on the cross or risen from the dead. But the Magi still worshiped. Their worship was based on the promise of God; a promise that still remained unfulfilled. These men understood that Jesus was the Messiah, because God said it was so, even though they had not yet seen Jesus fulfill that role. Most of us are very eager to worship God for what He has done in the past. But how fast are we to praise and worship God for what He has promised in the future? The promise of what God will do in the future is just as sure as the things God has already done in the past. So take a moment and worship God today for the amazing promises He has made to you, even though you have not yet seen them come to pass. Lord, we worship You for rescuing us from hell, giving us new heavenly bodies, making us perfect, and giving us everlasting life in Your Kingdom.
 
September 24, 2014
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.” – Psalm 139:13

The word that is translated “knit” in Psalm 139:13 is the act of weaving together a garment or covering. In fact, the word is often translated as “covering.” This is not the kind of weaving that is done for a tapestry or some piece of artwork. This is the weaving that is done to make a functional items for everyday use. Why is that important? God has intimately and painstakingly knit each and every one of us together, not so that we can be set aside and admired, but so that we can be used for His purposes. From before you were born, God was designing you exactly the way He wanted you to be in order to fulfil His eternally important purpose here on earth. So rejoice today, not only in the beauty in which you were made, but in the incredible significance which God has planned for you. Lord, give us great joy in our unique purpose, woven into us before we were even born.
 
September 17, 2014
“My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.” – Proverbs 3:11-12

When my oldest daughter gets punished, I have often heard her in her room mumbling about how no one loves her, and no one cares about her. The ironic thing is that nothing could be further from the truth. If I did not care about her, I would not waste so much time and energy disciplining her. Children think discipline is cruel, when in actuality it is the love and care of a parent that drives them to teach their children right from wrong. We discipline our children because we want them to learn the very best way to live. Likewise, in our relationship with God, we often grumble against His laws and fight against His discipline. This is incredibly immature. We need to recognize the love and wisdom of our Heavenly Father so that we can humbly submit to His laws and His discipline. God only has good in mind for us, even when we do not understand what He is doing. Father, we thank You for being the ultimate and perfect loving Father. Give us all the wisdom to submit to Your laws and discipline so that we can live the abundant lives You have planned for us.
 
September 10, 2014
“You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.” – Psalm 16:11

Unfortunately, many people obey God’s commands out of a sense of duty, guilt, or in order to avoid punishment. However, every one of us should look on God’s Way with great joy and thankfulness. What God has done through His Word is reveal the path of life. God has shown us the best and most abundant way to live life here on earth. Eternal joy is found at God’s right hand. So walk in the ways of the Lord today, not because of guilt or fear, but because God has been gracious enough to hand us the keys to abundant life. Lord, thank you for giving us true life.
 
September 3, 2014
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” – Matthew 11:28

People often make the mistake of thinking that the Christian life is a life full of rules and regulations that place a heavy burden on our shoulders. But Jesus Himself said that when we come to Him we will find rest from our burdens. When we ignore Christ and live our lives chasing every sinful whim, we actually live a life of slavery. The choice to sin is not a choice for freedom, but a choice to be in bondage. One of the greatest schemes of the enemy is make us believe there is freedom in sin, when all along choosing sin makes us a slave to sin. Sin places a heavy burden on our shoulders and makes us weary every day. Freedom, peace, and rest are only found when we are freed from the bondage of sin through Jesus Christ. Lord, open our eyes to see through the lies of the enemy and lead us to Christ for the rest, peace, and freedom we so deeply desire.
 
August 27, 2014
“Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me. Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me. Free me from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge. Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.” – Psalm 31:2-5

In the book of Luke, the last thing Jesus says before his death is “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46). Because of this, we think of this prayer as something to be prayed at the end of our life. However, this phrase was first recorded in the book of Psalms. In Psalm 31, we commit our spirit into the hands of God, not for death, but for rescue, salvation, and freedom to live. When Jesus ends his life with these words, it is the conclusion of an entire life lived in the hands of the Father. So take a moment today and commit your spirit into the hands of your heavenly Father, because that is the only place where salvation, peace, and freedom can be found, not only in eternity, but here on earth as well. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.
 
August 20, 2014
“He then said to me: ‘Son of man, go now to the house of Israel and speak my words to them. You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel-- not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you. But the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate. But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house.’” – Ezekiel 3:4-9

The story of God sending out the prophet Ezekiel is very interesting. God basically says, “I am sending you as my messenger to your own people…and your own people will not listen to anything you say!” Very few of us would be excited to start work if that was the job description! However, this conversation between God and Ezekiel is very important, because God needs a man who is willing to run a marathon, not a sprint. God needs a prophet who is willing to be faithful day after day, for years, even when the going gets tough. Today, God is still looking for men and women with this same faithfulness and this same steadfastness. In Hebrews 12:1-3, the Bible tells us “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” Jesus did not walk an easy or short road. But endured to the very end, knowing the cross lay ahead of him. Are you ready to run the marathon of your Christian faith? Have you committed to the long-haul with God? Lord, let each of us set firmly in our minds to follow you faithfully through every trial, victory, and season of life.
 
August 13, 2014
“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” – Deuteronomy 6:6-7

God’s Word in our lives was never meant to be a “Sunday thing,” or a “church thing,” or a “private thing.” From the very beginning, when God first spoke to His people, He expected them to talk about His commands in every facet of life. Do not be fooled today when your work place or your government tells you that your beliefs should be kept private. Our relationship with God permeates all that we are and everything we do. If you begin to leave God out of certain areas of your life, you can be guaranteed that you will quickly begin to rebel against Him in those areas. And when we keep God private, we teach our children, our family, and our friends the incredibly dangerous lesson that our relationship with God is only important when we are at church. So do not be afraid to talk about God. Tell of all His wonderful acts and blessings in your life everywhere you go. And share the Good News of Jesus Christ every chance you get! Lord, reveal to us how vital it is that our relationship with You be a part of everything we do and all that we are.
 
August 6, 2014
“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” – Romans 12:4-5

After the Volunteer Christian Builders finished constructing our educational wing, many of them wrote passages of Scripture and words of encouragement on the wooden structures inside the building. As I walked through the unfinished building this morning, one phrase caught my attention: “What would my church be like if every member was like me?” I think this is a very interesting question for each of us to ask ourselves. I am not saying every person has the same gifts or is called to the same service. But ask yourself, “What would my church look like if everyone else gave the same amount of time, contributed the same amount of money, or exhibited the same amount of faithfulness that I do?” We look for a “good church” to join, but what is a church? Is it a building, or an organization, or a business, or a leader? No, the local church is made up of followers of Jesus Christ coming together to further our Father’s Kingdom. So, in a sense, your church is only as “good” as you are. So if your church needs more volunteers, or more commitment, or better attendance, or more money for ministry, then the solution begins with you. Lord, please help us each to understand that we are the Church, and show us what that truth means for our lives as individuals.
 
July 30, 2014
“The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.” – Psalm 119:8-11

In our sinful condition, we often create an unnecessary tension between grace and law. We know that we can only be saved through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and not through any merit of our own. However, we also look to follow the laws of God, trying to earn acceptance. In this, we have missed the true purpose of God’s laws in the life of the believer. Obeying God’s commands is not meant to earn us His love, or secure us a place in heaven. God’s commands are to be obeyed by the believer because they lead us into the blessed life. God, as our loving Father, only has good in mind for us. When we are saved through the blood of Christ, nothing can ever take us out of our Father’s hands. However, we can still choose to live our life in pain and confusion by ignoring God’s law and living out every sinful whim. But when we submit our lives to God’s ways, we will see that it brings joy, light, and blessing to every day, even in the midst of difficult times. Lord, lead us to follow Your laws, not out of obligation, but out of faith that You always have our best interest at heart. 
 
July 23, 2014
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” – Acts 1:8

This month we have had hundreds of people from several different states helping our church and doing mission work in our town. They have done some amazing work for God’s Kingdom and made a lasting impact in our community. Mission trips are exiting, and we often read Acts 1:8 and imagine what “the ends of the earth” might mean for us. However, the verse does not begin with mission work at the ends of the earth. For the audience Jesus was addressing, Jerusalem was their home town. I love mission trips and I can’t wait to go visit our missionaries overseas. However, Jesus said that our mission work must begin in our home town. So how can you be a witness for Jesus right where you are today? Lord, give us the strength, words, and wisdom to be a witness every day of our lives, and not just far from home.
 
July 16, 2014
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, out in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” – Philippians 2:3-4

When I had my first child, I quickly realized how much of my life revolved around me. When someone else is completely dependent on you, it highlights how selfish the vast majority of your decisions are. I have also noticed that the more children you have, the more you realize how much selfishness still remains in you. In our world we are often impressed with people who will do one selfless act. People who take even a small percentage of their wealth and spend it on someone in need are highly praised. However, the example that Jesus Christ set for us is that we should do nothing out of selfishness, and always look to the needs of others. How in the world could anyone live like this?! Well, anyone outside of Christ cannot live like this. To forget about ourselves and live for others we must first know that Christ lived, and died for us. And in this, we know that the God who did not spare His own son, but gave him up for us, will also always give us all we need (Romans 8:32). So we can forget about ourselves and look out for others precisely because we know God is always looking out for us. So take a moment today and do a quick inventory of how many decisions you make out of selfishness. Then, in light of God’s love and provision, begin to put others before yourself. Lord, let us see your love more and more each day, so we can live with that same love toward those around us.
 
July 2, 2014
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” – Philippians 4:8

Are you controlled by your thoughts, or are you in control of your thoughts? Even though many of us do not live this way, we actually have control over what we think and dwell on each day. When we allow our minds to be overwhelmed with the evil around us, we will not live out the peace and joy that God has planned for our lives. And even worse, when we concentrate on how we might lie, steal or cheat to get ahead, our lives will naturally follow that path. However, there is another way to live: We are called to dwell on all the good God has done in our past, all the good God is accomplishing in our lives today, and all the good God has planned for the future. When we do this, then we also begin to dwell on all the good we can do to show our love and appreciation back to God. This kind of thought pattern naturally steers our life in a Godly direction that will bring peace and joy even in the hardest of times. So take your thoughts captive today and meditate on Godly things. In doing this, you will see your life heading down new and beautiful paths. Lord, fill us with Your Holy Spirit and strengthen us to think and dwell on true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy things.
 
June 25, 2014
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” – Hebrews 6:10

As Christians, we are called to work hard and make many sacrifices to help God’s people. When we do all this and it goes unnoticed, we can easily get upset and think it is unfair. Well, the reason we feel this way is because it is unfair! Or more accurately, it is unjust for people to give of themselves for others and receive no recognition for it. But Hebrews 6:10 teaches us a very important lesson. Even though other humans are often unjust in dealing with us, God is never unjust. He will never forget a single sacrifice you have made to help His people. So whatever you are doing, do it for God’s eyes, and not for the approval of men (Colossians 3:23), because people will always let you down. But God will never forget the love you have shown Him by helping His people. Lord, thank You for intimately knowing and recognizing every sacrifice we have made, every day we have worked, and every tear we have shed for Your people.
 
June 18, 2014
“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” – Proverbs 22:6

I had the privilege of pulling weeds and raking leaves in front of the church at 6 a.m. this morning with the youth group. As we worked, Proverbs 22:6 came to mind. It is important to teach children and youth about hard work, priorities, faithfulness, and dedication. But the most important thing we can teach the next generation is how to have a thriving relationship with God. What is it that keeps us from doing this? It may simply be distractions, it may be that we feel we are not qualified, and it may be that we have not made our relationship with God a priority. However, teaching children about God is not a class or set of instructions. The most effective way we can do this is to call them alongside us as we walk and talk with God through every season of our lives. Pray this week and ask God how you can purposefully engage someone from a younger generation in your Christian walk. Lord, please lead us as we lead the children.
 
June 11, 2014
“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ.” – Philippians 1:9-10

We often think of love as a foolish emotion. For instance, we talk about blind love, as if the feeling of love somehow inhabits your ability to see and discern clearly. This is not the kind of love that comes from God, and not the love we are taught in the Scripture. The self-sacrificing, Godly love that comes from the Holy Spirit actually increases our knowledge and deepens our insight. Decisions that are made in true, sacrificial love are always the right decision. So I pray, along with Paul, that true love would abound in you, resulting in a life of great guidance, knowledge, and depth of insight. Lord, keep us from the foolish love of the world, and make Your true love abound in our hearts.
 
June 4, 2014
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” – Psalm 51:1-2

Psalm 51 teaches us a great truth about how we relate to God. When we come to God for forgiveness, we cannot appeal to God under any merit of our own. We do not ask for mercy because we somehow deserve it or because our good has somehow outweighed our bad. The grounds on which we have to stand is the unfailing love and great compassion of God. It is through God’s greatness that we are forgiven, and not because of anything we have done. Jesus also expressed this truth through a parable in Luke 18:9-14. So when you come before God today, throw yourself on His mercy. Never try to justify or excuse your actions. But when you do come to Him, understand that His unfailing love and compassion are abundantly sufficient for the forgiveness of even the worst sinner. Lord, as we recognize our sinfulness, we fall on the mercy of Your all-sufficient love and compassion to bring us back to Your presence and make us whole once again.
 
May 28, 2014
“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24

Many of us are familiar with Psalm 118:24. In fact, if you have grown up in church, you are probably already singing the little tune in your head that you learned with these words. Every day is a special creation of God, and therefore we should rejoice each and every morning. However, there is a much deeper meaning in this passage. When we look at it in context, we see that the previous two verses say, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:22-23). Jesus quoted this passage when talking about himself in Matthew 21:42, Mark 12:10, and Luke 20:17. Peter also quoted this passage when he said, “He is the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:11-12). You see, we can rejoice because today is a beautiful day and a special creation of God. However, there is even greater reason to rejoice. We rejoice because we live in a day when the plan of God’s Salvation has been fully revealed and accomplished through Jesus Christ. That Salvation is available to all who believe, and once it is completed in your life, it can never be taken away. So today, when you see the flowers bloom and hear the birds sing, take a moment and rejoice in the new creation you have become in Jesus Christ. Father, today, as we look out at Your beautiful creation, we rejoice in the new creation we have each become through Jesus Christ.
 
May 21, 2014
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes...” Romans 1:16

Have you ever found yourself embarrassed or ashamed to share your faith with other people? All of us have probably struggled with this at some point in time. We often try to overcome this through training, prayer, or discipline. While all of these are good things and each will make you a better evangelist, they are not the solution. If you do not want to be ashamed of the good news (that is what “Gospel” literally means) Paul gives us the solution in Romans 1:16. Paul is not ashamed because the Gospel has power to save anyone and everyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ. If everyone was trapped in a tunnel and you knew the way out, would you be ashamed? If you had the cure for cancer would you be embarrassed? If your plane was falling out of the sky and you knew where the parachutes were, would you be scared to tell people? We need to be confident in the fact that the Gospel is the only thing that has power for Salvation. Then we need to have a heart that truly understands and weeps over the fact that people are perishing all around us. Once we grasp these truths, we, like Paul, will no longer be ashamed of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Lord give us confidence in Your truth and compassion for those who are perishing.
 
May 14, 2014
“But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’” – Luke 18:16

Today we had our last Fellowship of Christian Athletes meeting for the year at South Mesa Elementary. It has been a privilege to help facilitate these meetings with such incredible teachers and wonderful children. Being in that setting this year made me think about something: When our children are young, we send them to school to learn all the information and skills they need to be successful through the rest of their lives. We all understand the importance of teaching our children while they are young. The Bible says that if you train a child up in the way they should go, they will not stray from it when they are older (Proverbs 22:6). But are we teaching our children the most important lesson, not only for life, but for all eternity? In the midst of math, science, and reading, are we teaching them daily about the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ for their Salvation? Make sure you take time to train up the children in the ways of God. This could be your own children and grandchildren, children at your church, children at an FCA meeting or Good News Club, or even the children next door or down the street. Jesus was the most wise and experienced teacher with the most urgent and important mission, and yet he made time to teach the children. Do we have this same priority? Lord, give us the wisdom, patience, energy, and motivation to invest in the eternal future of our children.
 
May 7, 2014
“When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.” – John 19:26-27

One of the very last things that Jesus did before giving his life on the Cross, was to make sure his mother would be taken care of. Jesus entrusted the care of his mother to his closest friend, John. Every year we celebrate Mother’s Day. On that day, we are supposed to show appreciation to our mothers for everything they have given to us and sacrificed for us. Though most of us could never repay our mothers for everything they have done, it is good to try to care for them in return for all the care they have shown us. We should take this understanding into every area of our lives. There are many people around us who have invested in us and sacrificed for us. We often take for granted the people who have taken care of us, and assume they have an endless supply of strength and care to give. However, we are all human, and even the greatest care-takers run out of energy at some point. I encourage you today to call to mind the people who have cared for you the most in life. It could be a mother, a father, a friend, or even a co-worker. Then think of some ways that you can turn around and care for them. This will bless them beyond anything you can imagine. Lord, give us hearts that long to care for others, so we will not always be on the receiving end of our relationships.
 
April 30, 2014
“O LORD, you have searched me and you know me…” – Psalm 139

The year that I turned 30, everyone forgot it was my birthday…everyone except one person: my great grandmother. Every year, on my birthday, I always received a birthday card, two crisp one dollar bills, and a nice little letter about how grandma’s week had been. I always took that for granted until the year that she was the only one who remembered. You see, there is something very special about having someone who is thinking of you. Knowing that there is someone who loves you, thinks of you, and prays for you is incredibly humbling and encouraging. I invite you to take some time out of your day and read Psalm 139. God is always thinking of you. He knows you intimately, loves you, and wants to speak to you every day, not just on your birthday! Lord, we are amazed that You are so huge and infinite that You can dwell on each of us intimately every moment of every day.
 
April 23, 2014
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” – John 10:27

I had the distinct privilege today of chaperoning my daughter’s third grade class trip to the Colorado Rockies baseball game. I was a little nervous, because I understood that their safety depended, in large part, on their ability to pay attention to me and do what I said…two things that are often very challenging for third graders! But as I frantically counted heads over and over again as we moved through the chaos of tens of thousands of strangers, I thought about John 10:27. Our safety depends on our ability to listen to the voice of God and obey Him. He only has good things planned for us (Jeremiah 29:11), and if we can simply tune in to His voice and follow Him, we will be able to move safely through the chaos and crowds of this world. However, another aspect of our relationship to God came to mind today. I had a wonderful group of kids. They each listened and looked for me with great frequency throughout the day. I very seldom had to call for or correct any of the children, and when I did, they immediately came back into line. And that fact put a smile on my face. It made my job a joy. Don’t you want to put a smile on God’s face? Don’t you want Him to find great joy in His relationship with you? Then listen intently to the Father. Follow Him, obey Him, and take His gentle correction. When you do, you will gain safety for yourself, and joy for both you and your Heavenly Father (John 15:10-11). Father, keep our ears always attentive to your voice and our spirits always willing to obey your commands.
 
April 16, 2014
“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.” – 1 Peter 1:18-20

This Friday we will stop to remember Jesus Christ dying on the cross for the sins of the world. This was an event that encompasses all of humanity from the beginning to the end of time. But it is also intensely personal. The sacrifice Jesus made was not simply “for mankind.” It was for you. We sometimes forget the perfection of the sacrifice, thinking that somehow “I” could not be saved or that the cross was not really for “me.” But never forget that it was not some bag full of gold or some legal contract that has saved you from hell. It was the perfect, complete, eternally powerful sacrifice of Jesus Christ that has brought you from death to life. This Friday I would encourage you to read through Isaiah 53:3-6 and Philippians 2:6-11 so that you keep in mind how much was sacrificed in order to save you from condemnation. Lord, please set our hearts and minds intently on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ this week.
 
April 9, 2014
“You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me great.” – Psalm 18:35

Has someone in an important position ever stopped to recognize you, encourage you or reward you? It is a great feeling when someone with great authority or power lifts you up. With that in mind, it is almost incomprehensible that the Almighty God of all creation stepped down from His throne and entered the filth of our world, all for the purpose of lifting us up to be with him. We may quickly read over Psalm 18:35 and miss this unimaginable Truth. But take a moment today and meditate on the amazing fact that God stooped down in order to make you great! Lord, let Your incredible goodness in lifting us up be what leads us into living abundant life for You.
 
April 2, 2014
“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” – Isaiah 53:3

Sometimes we put way too much stock in what everyone else thinks. We can fall into the trap of trying so hard to please and impress the people around us that we miss out on the things that God has planned for our lives. There has never been a life more significant or important than the life of Jesus Christ. But, as Isaiah prophesied, Jesus would not be esteemed by men. Instead, he would be rejected. People would turn their faces from him, and even one of his closest friends, Peter, would deny that he knew who Jesus was. Even though people in Jesus’ time avoided, mocked, beat, and killed him, God had unimaginable, eternal plans for him. Let Jesus be your example today. Do not get overly concerned with what the world thinks of you. Understand that God has an incredible, eternal plan for your life. Seek His Kingdom first, and let the world do and say whatever it will. Lord, let us find all our significance and meaning in You and not be slaves to the opinions of the world.
 

March 26, 2014


“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” – James 1:2-4




James 1:2 can be a very perplexing verse. It seems that we are being commanded to be joyful when we go through trials, pain and suffering. But when we look at it in context, this verse actually gives us the reason and strength to face our trials. You see, what James is saying in verses 2-4 is that, when we are in Christ Jesus, we can be assured that every single trial, every bit of pain, and every moment of struggle serves a purpose. God will never put us through any pointless pain. All the difficult times in our life are meant to grow us up in Him, strengthen us in our faith, and gives us a brand new intimacy with Him. So James is not commanding us to put a smile no matter what. But he is encouraging us that, when times are hard, we can know that God is always working to accomplish something wonderful in our lives. Because of this, we can even find joy and peace in the midst of trials. Lord, give us peace and joy that rises above all circumstances and human understanding.





March 19, 2014


“When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.” – James 1:13-18




My neighbors across the street have two wonderful dogs. One is a Chocolate Labrador, and the other one is a Great Pyrenees named Katniss. The only problem with Katniss is that she is an escape artist. She has found multiple ways to get through the fence and run out in the street. Whenever I see her out running, I will call her over and put her back in the yard. The funny thing is, as soon as she sees me, she will run to the gate wagging her tail, filled with excitement to be reunited with her best friend (the Chocolate Lab) in the backyard. It is as if Katniss does not really realize how wonderful her life is until she gets away from it. I don’t know if dogs can repent, but that seems to be what she is doing every time; sorry she escaped in the first place. As I was returning Katniss to the yard this morning, I was struck by how much we are like her. God has given us boundaries to keep us safe. We, however, spend a great amount of time looking for any holes through which we can escape and run amuck with our own will. But as soon as we achieve what we have been looking for, we quickly want to be restored to the safety and fellowship that exists in God’s back yard. I encourage you to quit wasting your time looking for escape routes and simply bask in the incredible care and safety you enjoy because you are a part of God’s family. Lord let our eyes always be set on the incredible blessing of your care for us, and never be seduced by the world outside your will.





March 12, 2014


“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” – Titus 2:11-13




Are you still caught up in trying to live a good enough life that you deserve God’s grace? If so, you have got it completely backwards. It is accepting God’s grace, even though it is completely undeserved, that instructs us how to then live the life God wants for us and the kind of life that will bring us the greatest peace, joy, and blessing. We must first experience God’s grace before we can understand what it is to live a God-honoring life. The other bookend to this idea, however, is also understanding that this life is simply a season. We are looking forward to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, when all the struggles of this life will disappear. You see, we are not just struggling for nothing, but we are being prepared for an eternity in paradise. So, are you having trouble living the kind of life you know you should? Then reflect on God’s incredible grace, and look forward to God’s unimaginable promise. Then let these two truths empower you to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passion, and instruct you in self-controlled, upright, godly living. Lord, let Your incredible grace and unimaginable promise of eternity spur us on to abundant living in You.





March 5, 2014


“Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.’” – Luke 9:23-24




Many different church traditions are celebrating Ash Wednesday today, which is the beginning of the season of Lent. This season is reserved for self-denial by giving up vices, sacrifice by giving to the work of the Church, and commitment to a certain spiritual discipline or Godly pursuit. While it is good to set aside time to renew these commitments, abundant life comes from living out these truths throughout the year. A man is a slave to whatever has mastered him and we cannot serve two masters (2 Peter 2:19 & Matthew 6:24), so when we serve our vices, it always keeps us from serving God. According to the words of Jesus in Luke 9:23-24, sacrifice (physical, spiritual, and financial) is a vital aspect to every day of our commitment to Christ. Finally, we pursue spiritual disciplines like prayer, worship, Bible reading, and fasting because these things create an intimacy with Him that we should constantly seek. So I encourage you to sacrifice something for God during this season. However, when we do this it should be a reminder that all our lives should be in submission to Him: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1). Lord, give us the wisdom and faith to know that a life in daily submission to You is the most abundant life that can be lived here on earth.





February 26, 2014


“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” – Philippians 4:8




There is a simple, yet profound truth that we find in the Scripture and experience in everyday life: The things we choose to dwell on in our mind will set the tone for our day and determine our steps. If you only concentrate on the problems in your workplace, you will be a bad employee. If you only see the things your children do wrong, you will be a bad parent. And if you only find fault in your spouse, you will be a bad husband or wife. However, there is good to be found in every situation, because God is always at work. And there is beauty to be found in every person because we all made in the image of God. Recognizing these things and choosing to dwell on them can make all the difference. Lord, open our eyes today and every day to see all that is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy.





February 19, 2014


“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” – Philippians 4:4




Philippians 4:4 often gets misquoted. It is not a verse about ignoring problems. It is not a verse about having ignorant happiness. It gives us instruction to rejoice, but it also gives us the reason to rejoice. We are to rejoice in the Lord. There may be no reason to rejoice in your job, or in your health, or in your family. But there is always cause to rejoice in the Lord. If you are having trouble rejoicing in the Lord today, let me give you some suggested reading: Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:1; Hebrews 6:10; Zephaniah 3:17; Romans 8:38-39. We can all think of many things in life that do not bring us joy, but there is always reason to find joy in God. So rejoice in the Lord Always. I will say it again, Rejoice! Lord, lead us to find great joy in You today.





February 12, 2014


“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” – John 14:16-17




Over the last 2000 years, I doubt there has ever been a generation of Christians who have not wished they could have walked and talked with Jesus as He lived here on earth as a man. In the vast history of the earth, Jesus Christ walked our sod for a relatively short period of time. A shade over thirty years is a short life by almost any generation’s standards. Those who were able to sit under His teaching and experience His healing truly participated in something amazing. However, we must also remember that Jesus lived in a time and place without telephones or television. He was only available to a very small group of people at any given time, and the crowds often pushed and clamored in order to get to Him. As incredible as it would be to walk and talk with the man Jesus Christ, we often forget that we have something even more incredible today. When Jesus Christ was preparing His disciples for His departure, He told them of an incredible truth: We would no longer have to clamor and shove in order to get to God and his blessing. Instead, the very Spirit of God would live among us and even within each and every Christian. We often take for granted this incredible blessing, and we very seldom tap into the unimaginable potential it affords us. So as you read your Bible and reflect on the God who inspired it, and the Savior whom it reveals, never forget that the very same God dwells in everyone who has put their faith in Jesus Christ. Lord, give us the wisdom to understand the incredible blessing of Your Holy Spirit within each and every one of us.





February 5, 2014


“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.” – 1 John 4:14




We often talk about the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and forget about the sacrifice of the Father. 1 John 4:14 tells us that Jesus was sent by the Father to be the Savior. At first, this may sound like God the Father is some general sending out soldiers to do His work. But let us never forget the relationship between God the Father and Jesus Christ: Jesus is the one and only Son of the Father (John 3:16). So God showed His incredible love for us through the most amazing sacrifice. As a father, I am willing to give my life for the ones I love. However, I do not know if I could ever give the life of one of my children. That kind of sacrifice is amazing to even consider. And yet, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Take a moment and consider the sacrifice that God the Father made for you when He sent His one and only Son to die for your Salvation. Then take another moment and bask in that incredible love. Father, your love for us is truly amazing!



January 29, 2014


“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” – Ephesians 4:1-3




God has rescued us from condemnation, restored us to Himself, and made us His children for all eternity. How in the world could we ever live up to such a calling? Well, Ephesians 4:1-3 tells us exactly how. Because God demonstrated his love toward us while we had made ourselves His enemies (Romans 5:8), and because Jesus gave up his place in glory and descended to the deepest depths for us (Philippians 2:6-11), we ought to show the same humility, gentleness, and patience with one another. We have received such incredible mercy, grace, and love that we should always be motivated to show mercy, grace, and love to those around us. The Church should have supernatural unity and love because we have received super natural love from the Father. As Christians, we should show kindness to those who have not earned it, because we have received the most incredible kindness that can never be earned. If you want to say “thank you” to God today for all He has done for you, then one of the best ways you can do that is by loving others with the Godly love you have received. Lord, let Your amazing mercy, grace, and love motivate us to show others mercy, grace, and love more and more each day.





January 22, 2014


“We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.” – 1 John 4:13-16




We all have moments and days where we are painfully aware of how incredible and seemingly impossible it must be for God to recue us from our sin. Even though we have accepted the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sin, we still struggle with our sinful nature and sometimes walk far from God. In these times, how can we be sure we are truly saved? Because our Salvation is a work that God accomplishes because of His love. This work does not depend on us. Even when we are struggling in darkness, we can be sure that we belong to God because He has given us His Holy Spirit. God lives in each person who has put their faith in Jesus. So we can safely and confidently rely on God’s love, even when we fall far short. Father, thank You for the fact that Your love never fails, even when we do.





January 15, 2014


“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” – Ephesians 4:14-15




As Christians we are called to do two very difficult things: Love everyone and always stand up for the Truth. These two things should go hand in hand. However, in our sinfulness, we often make them into contrasting ideas. For instance, we will work so hard at putting on the appearance of love that we will not speak difficult truth’s to people we know may be offended. Or, on the other side of the issue, we disguise our hatred by speaking truth for the purpose of hurting others. Neither of these things are what God wants for us. Our Heavenly Father wants us to love others so much that we are driven to speak the truth in their lives to keep them from the lies and traps of the enemy. We must stand up and speak out against false teachings and sinful behaviors precisely because we love people too much to let them continue down paths that lead to destruction. This is what is meant by the phrase “speaking the truth in love.” Lord, fill us with Your Truth and Your Love so that we may speak the truth in love to everyone we come in contact with.





January 8, 2014


“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.” – Matthew 5:14




As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to be lights in a dark world. People should be able to look to us in order to find the way to Jesus. This responsibility is not an option. Notice in Matthew 5:14 Jesus says “a city on a hill cannot be hidden.” Our responsibility to light the way is not something we can hide. It is simply a part of who we are as a new creation in Jesus Christ. So, if you have some area of life or some circle of friends in which you try to hide your relationship with Christ, know that you are fighting a losing battle. You will cause great frustration to yourself and to those around you when you try to hide who you really are. God re-created you through Jesus Christ so that you can shine as a guiding light to lead people back to God. And since that is who God created you to be, it is not something that can be concealed. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Lord, give us the strength and confidence to never be ashamed of the Gospel and help us to take on, with great excitement, our responsibility to be shining lights in a dark world.



January 1, 2014


“Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22-23




New Year’s Day is a time when we think of new beginnings. We make new commitments, and look forward to new and better things. Therefore, the New Year is also a good time to stop and think on the fact that our God is the master of new beginnings. Like the father in the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15), God is always looking to the horizon, waiting with open arms for His child to return. We live in a cynical world that doubts anyone’s ability to truly change. But this is not God’s attitude. He is not only confident we can be better, but He is ready and willing to equip us and walk with us on the journey to abundant life. So as you work toward bettering yourself in 2014, know that God is cheering for you and working with you to accomplish the good work that He has already begun in you (Philippians 1:6). Lord, this New Year’s Day we ask for Your continued, compassionate presence in our life to make us all that You have in mind for us to be.





December 25, 2013


“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’” – Luke 2:10-11




There is always incredible joy when a newborn baby comes into the world. But that joy is the greatest for the immediate family. This child is a new member of their family, and the birth represents life, hope, and future for their family. I love the fact that when the angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, they said “a Savior has been born to you.” This brand new baby is not only a joy for his family; but the excitement of this birth belongs to everyone. Why? Because this birth represents life, hope, and future, not only for Mary and Joseph, but for every single person on earth. Rejoice! Because a Savior has been born to you! Merry Christmas! Father, we celebrate You today because, through the birth of Jesus Christ, You have brought life, hope, and a future into every one of our lives.





December 18, 2013


In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” – Matthew 3:1-3




Last week we looked at Matthew 3:1-3 and I encouraged you to prepare your hearts for the coming Messiah. This week I want to look at this same passage, but shift our focus from the message of John the Baptist to the task of John the Baptist. When it came time for God to send the Messiah into the world, He first chose a man to go before Him and prepare the way. John’s job was to speak the word of God in order to condition the hearts of the people so they were ready to receive their Savior. I want to challenge you this Christmas to pray to God and ask how you can be used to prepare the hearts of those around you. How can you speak God’s word into people’s lives this next week, so that they not only celebrate a holiday, but they receive their Savior? It is true that we often feel inadequate, but it is also true that God uses His imperfect people to accomplish His perfect work. God wants to use you to prepare the hearts of those around you. This Christmas season is a wonderful time to speak the Truth about what happened that night in a manger in Bethlehem. Look for opportunities to speak, and pray for the words to say. When you do, God will use you as a voice calling out in this spiritual desert, preparing straight paths for our Savior. Lord, use us to prepare the hearts of the people around us so that they are ready to receive Your Son.





December 11, 2013


In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” – Matthew 3:1-3




We have exactly two weeks until Christmas. I’m sure most of us are preparing in many ways: decorating trees, buying gifts, baking cookies, sending out Christmas cards, and wrapping presents. However, I wonder; when we spend all this time preparing for “Christmas,” are we spending any time preparing for Christ? When it came time for the Messiah to be born, God sent John the Baptist ahead of him to prepare the way. John’s job was to prepare the hearts of the people so they were ready for the birth of their Savior. I would encourage all of us to prepare our hearts over the next two weeks, so we are ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The first thing John told the people was “repent.” Making extra time and taking extra effort to turn from your sins and follow after Christ will do wonders to prepare your heart. I would also suggest increasing your time of prayer each day. Finally, spend more time in the Scripture. Matthew 3 refers to Isiah 40, which is a great passage to read when preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth. But it is also good to go back and revisit the birth of our Savior in the first few chapters of Matthew and Luke. Also, reading John chapter 1 and Philippians chapter 2 remind us of the incredible significance of the event that took place that night in a manger in Bethlehem. This year, don’t just prepare for the coming of Christmas. Make sure you spend time preparing your heart for the coming of Christ. Lord, we are humbled and amazed by the incredible gift of Jesus Christ. Prepare our hearts to celebrate this season with the proper joy and reverence it deserves.





December 4, 2013


“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” – Philippians 4:8




We all struggle at times with being fixated on the problems and challenges in life. It is usually the things we are worried, nervous, or angry over that take control of our thoughts and overwhelm our day. However, allowing this thought pattern to continue is very dangerous for many reasons. First of all, when we are overwhelmed with the negative, we allow those things to have a disproportionate impact on our decisions. We make bad choices because all we can see is the problem. Second, when we are overwhelmed with the negative, we lose our contentment. And when we lose contentment, our joy is stolen along with it. Finally, when we dwell on the negative, we fail to be thankful for the blessings God has given us, and that tarnishes our relationship with Him. We cannot always control our situation, but we can control our thought patterns by taking every thought captive and making it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). The Bible never teaches us to ignore our problems or turn a blind eye to wrongdoing. But when we approach our trials with the proper perspective, we can solve them much more quickly and in a much healthier manner. Jesus promises us, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33). Lord, fill us with Your Spirit of wisdom and peace so that we can take every thought captive, dwell on the blessings, and overcome the trials.





November 27, 2013


“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’” – Hebrews 12:28-29




Hebrews 12:28 gives us the first and best reason to be thankful: Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are receiving an unshakable, eternal Kingdom. We are receiving this Kingdom even though each of us has earned condemnation because of our sin and rebellion. This thankfulness rises above all circumstances and material possessions. It is a thankfulness that can shine in the deepest, darkest prison and can outshine the greatest mansion. When we recognize what a great chasm has been spanned by the love and sacrifice of Jesus, thankfulness naturally flows. When we live in this kind of thankfulness, it leads us to true, acceptable worship. This is a worship, not just of habits or ritual, but of reverence and awe. As we grow closer to God in this kind of worship, then we see Him for the incredible, all-consuming fire that He is. This deepens our understanding of how great His Salvation is, which, in return, leads us to greater thankfulness. What a blessing to live in this kind of constant growth closer to our God! When you sit around the Thanksgiving table tomorrow, make sure you do not slip into a celebration of all your accomplishment or a worship of your accumulated possessions. Instead, thank God for His incredible goodness, mercy, grace, and Salvation. And in this, I pray you grow ever closer to Him. Lord we can never thank you enough for Your incredible love in our lives.





November 20, 2013


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” – Matthew 5:3




Matthew Chapter 5 contains a collection of sayings from Jesus which begin “blessed are…” We often call them “the beatitudes.” However, when we read this portion of scripture, we make the common mistake of assuming that Jesus is saying that we have to become each of these things if we ever want to be blessed. But this is not the case. Jesus does not want us to mourn (v.4), become weak and afflicted (v.5), and be devoid of righteousness (v.6) in order to be blessed. The clearest example of this is v.3. A very good translation would be “blessed are those who are spiritually bankrupt.” Does Jesus really want us to be spiritually bankrupt?! No! What Jesus is doing at the beginning of Matthew Chapter 5 is encouraging the “average Joes.” People in Jesus’ time, just like many today, were afraid that unless they were spiritual champions, perfectly joyful, or wealthy and well respected, they must be outside God’s will. But Jesus, ushering in a new covenant, wants people to understand that we are blessed, not because of our outward circumstances or personal religious accomplishments, but because of the perfect and complete sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin. The Apostle Paul understood this very clearly when he wrote in the book of Philippians that all his incredible religious accomplishments really meant nothing and he considered them worthless “compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” (Philippians 3:8-9). So do you feel like you fall short today? Are you sitting there reading this devotion, knowing that you are no great theologian, spiritual guru, or wealthy and powerful member of society? That’s okay. You are blessed by God for all eternity, not because of what you have accomplished, but because of what Jesus Christ accomplished for you on the Cross. Lord, we are so grateful that our salvation does not depend on our accomplishments.





November 13, 2013


“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” – John 15:4




How productive are you for the Kingdom of God? This may not be a question we have even thought to ask ourselves. However, as children of God, members of the Body of Christ, and servants for the Kingdom of Heaven, we should always be looking to accomplish God’s will and be effective for His purposes. As Jesus teaches in John Chapter 15, there is really only one way to do this: we must remain in Him. Our lives become more and more fruitful the closer our relationship is to our Savior. So, if you have not been as effective for God’s Kingdom as you would like, ask yourself, “what am I doing to grow closer to Christ?” Are you active in a healthy church? Do you have close Christian friends for fellowship, accountability, and encouragement? Are you reading and meditating on God’s Word? Are you intentionally spending time in prayer each day and keeping an open dialogue with God throughout your day? A branch does not bear fruit because it tries really hard. A branch naturally bears fruit when it has a strong and healthy connection to the vine. Lord, keep us intimate with You at all times so we can bear abundant fruit for Your Kingdom.





November 6, 2013


“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.” – 1 Peter 5:6




There is not much honor in praising yourself. Whenever someone egotistically lifts themselves up in the presence of others, it usually only serves to make them look small and prideful. Actually, the very best honors come from someone in a position of great power and authority recognizing you and rewarding you. There is no one with more power and authority than God. The greatest honor anyone could ever receive is to hear “well done!” from our heavenly Father. So how do we get that reward? Through humility. By abandoning our will and submitting to the will of God, we will achieve the true desire of our souls: praise from our heavenly Father. In God’s economy, things are often the opposite of what we might assume. And when it comes to honor in the Kingdom of God, it will only be achieved through humble submission to Him. Father give us the wisdom to accept and live out the fact that true honor comes through humility.



October 30, 2013


“Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.” – 1 Chronicles 16:8-10




When we call on the Lord, He is faithful to deliver us. When we have been rescued by God, our natural reaction should be to give thanks, sing His praises, and rejoice. However, in 1 Chronicles 16:8-10 we see another aspect of our response to God’s deliverance. We should make it known among the nations and tell of all His wonderful acts. We often have a very unfortunate disconnect when it comes to our worship, thanksgiving, and rejoicing: we keep our joy and praise completely private. However, this should not be. Evangelism (sharing the good news of all God has done for us) should be a natural part of our worship and praise. When God has delivered us, we should have a passion, not only to praise and thank Him, but to also tell of His wonderful acts as we make known among the nations what He has done. God has been so incredibly good to us. Do not let your praise and thanksgiving remain a secret. Let your worship flow into your conversation with those around you. Lord, give us a passion to make our praise, thanksgiving and worship complete by sharing with those around us how You have loved us and saved us.





October 23, 2013


“I am at rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him.” – Psalm 62:1 (HCSB)




Rest can be so hard to find. There is always more work to be done, more money to be earned, more stuff to buy. We try so hard to surround ourselves with things that will bring us security and joy. However, the pursuit of these things is what causes the majority of our worry and stress. When I survey this world, I find only one place of pure, peaceful rest. I am at rest in God alone. Why? Because my Salvation comes from Him. I am not the one responsible for preserving my soul for all eternity. In fact, nothing I do will ever be able to give perfect, eternal peace to my soul. However, God has given me His Salvation through the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. All that needs to be done in order to save my life has already been accomplished. So every day I live, I am now living in the eternal Salvation that has already been accomplished for me. That Truth gives me peace in the midst of the chaos of this world. I am at rest in God alone. Father, give us perfect peace as we rest in the loving arms of Your Salvation.





October 16, 2013


“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” – 1 John 1:3-4




Are you having trouble finding joy today? Take a lesson from the apostle and loving pastor, John. His joy was made complete when he shared the gospel with the people around him, resulting in them coming into true fellowship with him and, most importantly, with God. Are you a follower of Jesus Christ? Have you been rescued from condemnation and brought into the Family of God? If so, then one of the best ways to have fulfilling joy is to share that Good News with those around you so that they too can share in the Salvation, fellowship, and joy of intimately knowing our loving Heavenly Father. Lord, let us find abundant joy in leading others into fellowship with You.





October 9, 2013


“Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22-23




In Matthew 18:21 Peter asks a very revealing question. He says to Jesus, “how many times should I forgive?” The truth is, all of us have a limit. Some people are incredibly patient, while others have a very short fuse. But all of us will, sooner or later, run out of grace and mercy for others. However, it is a huge mistake to think that God deals with us this way. God’s compassion for His children is renewed each and every day. No matter how far we have wandered or how deeply we have offended Him, He still waits with open arms. God stands as an expectant father, looking anxiously to the horizon, hoping for His child to return to Him. So, if you are feeling distant from The Father this morning, simply turn and run to Him. He has a brand new storehouse of compassion just waiting to forgive you today! Lord, forgive us for our rebellion and bring us into your loving arms today.





October 2, 2013


“the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven…” – Colossians 1:5




Faith and love are not something we create on our own. According to Colossians 1:5, they spring from our hope. But our hope is also not some invention of our own minds or a concept created by our own efforts. Our hope is stored up in heaven. When we receive the Salvation that comes from Jesus Christ, then our eternal life, our place in God’s kingdom, and our status as His children for all eternity, are clearly and permanently set in heaven. If you have not yet taken hold of this truth in your life, I would encourage you to take a moment today and read Romans 8:38-39, Ephesians 2:4-6, 1 Peter 2:9, and Romans 8:16-17.This hope, like a spring, creates rivers of faith and love in our lives. We have faith that God is continuously working because “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32). And “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). So if you are struggling with faith and love today, take some time in the Scriptures and solidify your hope in heaven, and let your faith and love spring from that. Lord, let us have confidence in the hope of Your goodness to us and Your promise of heaven.





September 25, 2013


“Yet I am confident I will see the LORD's goodness while I am here in the land of the living.” – Psalm 27:13




Every believer should look forward to heaven with confident hope. We have assurance that we will spend eternity with our Heavenly Father in a place of perfect peace; with no suffering, no pain, and no tears. This assurance is especially important in light of the fact that we also know that trials and tribulations are a part of life here on earth. However, even though times are tough and we look forward to perfect peace, we cannot forget to look for the goodness of the Lord each and every day we live here on earth. When we face trials, it does not mean that God has left us alone or forgotten about us. His goodness is evident in much of everyday life, and his mercies are renewed every morning. The psalmist was confident that he would see God’s goodness while still walking through this life. We too can be confident that, if we look for it, we can see God’s goodness today, even in the midst of our trials. Lord, reveal to us your goodness throughout the course of our day.





September 18, 2013


“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.” – Acts 20:24




Paul spoke these words in the book of Acts, right before he went to Jerusalem, were the leaders there were seeking to take his life. He explains that the worth of his life is held completely in his calling to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For Paul, there is no longer any value in living a selfish life meant only to satisfy his own desires. In modern American Christianity, we have this idea almost exactly backwards. We have a strong belief that our life is our own and we do not give it easily to anyone, not even God. We often exist to satisfy our own desires, and then once we have everything we want, there might be some room left for doing God’s work. But this attitude only leads to a shallow, unfulfilling life. Jesus promised us, “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:25-26). So ask yourself today, who does your life belong to, and what are you living for? Lord, in view of Your incredible mercy, fill us with a passion to give our whole lives over to Your service.





September 11, 2013


“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-- put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” – Philippians 4:9




Have you ever heard the old saying “Do as I say, not as I do”? Well, in Philippians 4:9, Paul seems to be telling the people, “Do as I say and as I do.” Is this arrogance? I don’t think so. It is healthy to recognize that none of us are perfect, and we all fall short at times. However, it is very unhealthy that many American Christians have used feigned humility as an excuse to abandon the pursuit of Godly living. It is true that I am not perfect. However, I know that I am better today than I was yesterday. Following Christ is a journey, which begins on the day of Salvation and stretches into eternity. We should pursue righteous living every day, using our imperfection as a cause to thank God for his mercy and grace, not as an excuse to be satisfied with never growing. We should, like Paul, be able to say to those we lead and mentor, “Follow my example as I follow the example of Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). We should never be afraid to encourage others to follow us, as long as we are following Christ. This is not arrogance, it is discipleship. So if you are afraid to say to those who look to you for guidance, “follow my example,” then it may be time to reevaluate how serious you are about following Jesus Christ. Lord, give us a passion to follow Christ and lead those around us.





September 4, 2013


“A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, ‘If you are willing, you can make me clean.’ Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.” – Mark 1:40-42




Have you ever had moments of darkness and doubt when you wonder, “Can God really forgive me?” We each know the depths of our own depravity and it often seems hard to believe that God can cleanse such a filthy sinner. The story of the leper from Mark 1:40-42 serves as a great illustration for how we can have hope and peace in complete healing from Jesus. The leper came with nothing to offer. He did not tell Jesus how righteous he had been or how he really didn’t deserve to have leprosy. In this case, “self” did not even figure into the equation. The leper knew that all it took for healing was the will of the Lord. He reasoned that the same one who spoke creation into being could speak and heal even the worst diseases. Likewise, all that is required for our healing from sin is the will of our Lord. It is Jesus’ work on the cross that saves us, and not anything we have done. The One who created us can, if He so chooses, re-create us as His beloved children. And this is exactly what He does for anyone who accepts the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin. If our healing depended on our righteousness, we are all doomed. However, if our healing depends on God’s will, than there is hope for even the most rebellious sinner to be brought back to the Heavenly Father. Lord, heal us, not because we are worthy, but because it is Your will that we be re-created and called Your beloved children.





August 28, 2013


“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” – Ephesians 3:16-21




This is my prayer for all of you today! Read it many times, meditate on these words, and allow them to permeate the depths of your soul and bring you peace. Father, we praise You with all our being for Your amazing love!





August 21, 2013


“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?’ ‘Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?’ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” – Romans 11:33-36




Sometimes we are troubled because we do not understand what God is doing, or how he is working. But if we will just stop for a moment and reflect, we will see that this is actually very reasonable and even comforting. Any god that knew only as much as we did, or only acted in ways that we could figure out on our own, would be no god at all. No person gives God counsel, loans Him power, or understands all of His ways. And this is exactly the God we want to serve. His ways are far above ours, and His wisdom is deeper than we can comprehend. It is preciously because of this that we can trust putting our whole lives in His hands. Even when we do not understand how He is working, we rest in the fact that He is over all things and has the very best for us in mind. To Him be the glory forever! Lord, we praise You because Your judgments are unsearchable, Your ways are untraceable, and the depth of Your wisdom is unfathomable!





August 14, 2013


“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” – 1 John 3:18




Even though saying “I love you” is important, love is not something that can be expressed through words alone. 1 John teaches us that true love is shown through actions and done in truth. Love is only an idea until it is lived out through sacrifice. The Bible teaches us that we know what love is because God showed us the most perfect and pure example of love by sending His Son, Jesus Christ (1 John 3:16). Loving in truth is related to this. We must first recognize the truth about love contained in God’s Word, and then we must be committed to truth with the ones we love. We must speak the truth to one another in all circumstances, accept the truth from one another with grace and humility, and be committed to always know the truth about one another and never be fooled by gossip or hearsay. In the midst of this, we must always let our love be the motivation behind our truth (Ephesians 4:15). Many people say relationships break down because of lack of communication. However, this is only partially true. We can communicate constantly, but if we are communicating the wrong things and not being truthful with one another, then simple communication becomes worthless. The absence of truth is really at the heart of miscommunication. So let us, as God’s people, always be committed to loving one another with actions and in truth. Lord, let Your perfect love be our guide and motivation to love one another.





August 7, 2013


“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.” – Psalm 8:3-5




When we think about the place God has given us in all His creation, it is pretty incredible. Each person is formed with God’s own hands (Genesis 2:7 & Psalm 139:13), brought to life with His own breath (Genesis 2:7), and we are the object of His amazing love (John 3:16). It is hard to fathom that the God of all creation, the beginning and end of all that exists, loves us on a personal level and longs for an intimate relationship with us. But this is exactly the case. The story the Bible tells is one of a very personal God, who interacts with people right where they are in their everyday lives. He gives us amazing attention on a personal basis (Luke 12:7). What an incredible Father we have in Heaven?! Lord, let your incredible love and care for us, lead us into greater intimacy with you.





July 31, 2013


“Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” – James 1:16-17




Everything that is good and beautiful in our lives is a gift from God. So often we are deceived into thinking that “good and perfect” are somehow what we deserve. Then we come to God only when we are receiving something less than perfect in life. We so often come to God in discontent, anger, confusion, and complaint. But whatever happened to thanksgiving? Philippians 4:6-7 tells us that we can receive perfect peace when we bring our requests to God, but it also says we must bring them with thanksgiving. When is the last time you took a nice long time of prayer and simply thanked God for all the good and perfect gifts He give you on a daily basis? Because, after all, if the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), and our righteousness is as good as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6), then why do we expect only good in life and immediately complain to God when things are difficult? The truth is, God gives us wonderfully beautiful gifts on a daily basis that we do not deserve. So let us always come to Him with an attitude of thanksgiving above all else. Father, we thank You and praise You for all the beauty in our lives!





July 24, 2013


“This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24




Most of us are given thousands upon thousands of days in our lifetime. Because we have so many, we tend to carelessly thrown them away on a regular basis. It isn’t until we are told we have a limited number of days remaining that we begin to count each one as priceless. However, the Bible teaches that each day of our lives is a divine gift from God with an eternal purpose. Who knows what blessing, lesson, or eternal significance God has planned for you today?! So never throw your days away, and do not wait until the end of your days to begin to count them as precious. Today is the day the Lord made, rejoice and be glad in it! Lord, our whole lives are but a mist when compared to eternity. How wonderfully loving You are to make each day precious for us?!





July 17, 2013


“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” – John 15:9-11




One of the hardest things to teach my children is that I always have their best interests at heart. Children are disobedient because they think they know a better way than you. They think they can bring about much more joy in their lives by following their own path instead of the one laid out by their parents. We all know that if we allowed our children to follow this path, there would be very little joy and a great deal of broken furniture and broken bones! So it is with our Heavenly Father. We think that our plan will bring about the greatest joy for our lives, and God’s plan only holds us back from all that fun. But the truth is, our plan will only bring about broken hearts and broken homes. The only way to experience true joy is to live daily in the shelter of God’s love through Jesus Christ, listening and living out God’s perfect plan for us. This life does not rob us of fun, but gives us pure and perfect joy. Lord, please give us the wisdom to understand and be obedient to the abundant and joyful life that You have planned for us.





July 10, 2013


“People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.” – Mark 10:13-16




As I sit and write this devotion, our church is filled with over sixty children and teenagers, all here for Vacation Bible School. And as I watch them I am reminded of how much we have to learn from our children. Children are a blessing, not simply because they are continuing the human race, but because they are a special creation of God. A child’s unique and beautiful spirit, given to them by God, teaches us a great deal about what it means for us, as adults, to be a child of our Heavenly Father. Jesus, more than once in the Scriptures, teaches his disciples to learn from the children, instead of writing them off. I fear that any society which looks at children as less than an incredible blessing from God is a society that will soon fail to thrive. When we view children as second class citizens or, even worse, roadblocks to our selfish desires, we are in danger of losing one of the greatest blessings God has given us on earth. So let the little children come! Take them into your arms, bless them, and learn from them. Lord, thank You for the incredible blessing of the little children!





July 3, 2013


“However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” – Luke 10:20




I got an interesting phone call this week. Someone called me to ask me some questions about a motorcycle I had sold almost 5 years ago. It had changed hands a few times, but my name was still on some of the paperwork. We ended up having a great conversation about cars and motorcycles, and plan on getting together in the future. But that call got me thinking; in our world of contracts and electronic records, my name is written down in hundreds, if not thousands of places. Some of the places my name is written down do not bring me any joy. For instance, my name is written down at the bank because I owe them money for the house I’m living in. However, some places my name is written down bring me a great amount of joy, like the birth certificates of four beautiful children. But there is one place my name is written that outshines all others: My name is written in heaven! And if you have a restored relationship to God through Jesus Christ, your name is also written in heaven and can never be erased. You are part of His family and nothing in all creation can ever change that. So, if your name has never been written in heaven, there is no need to live any longer without this assurance because God’s forgiveness is a free gift to anyone who would ask. But if you are a child of the King, I pray that you find unspeakable joy today in the fact that your name is written in heaven for all eternity. Lord, we can never thank You enough or repay You for the incredible gift of being included in Your Book of Life.


June 12, 2013


“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” – Luke 6:38




I send out this devotion today from a great little coffee shop in Chadron, Nebraska, just south of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. For two days now we have been working on a storage building for food give-a-ways, and doing evangelism on the reservation. We have been involved in mission work here for over four years, and my favorite part about these trips is seeing people blessed. I have seen our missionary, Dennis, blessed because he now has the space he needs to get food out to the neediest people on the reservation. I have seen the Lakota people blessed as our team goes out bearing gifts for them, including the greatest gift of all: Salvation through Jesus Christ! But I think the most exciting part is seeing our church people blessed, simply because it is always such a surprise to them. Every year, each person goes out with the proper attitude of humility, selflessness, and service. And through that, they experience incredible blessing. God stretches them, teaches them, and also blesses them beyond anything they expected. This is exactly what Jesus was talking about in Luke 6:38. The people on this trip have made great sacrifices and given much of themselves, expecting nothing in return. But “nothing” is not what they got. Our incredibly generous and loving Father has given back to them a “good measure,” overflowing from their hearts. This is my favorite part. As God’s people obediently carry out God’s will, we get to see everyone involved overwhelmingly touched by God’s blessing. Lord, your love, generosity, and blessing in our life are an amazing gift. Thank You! 





June 5, 2013


“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” – Deuteronomy 6:6-9




Our relationship with God was never meant to be something that we did one or two days a week, or in certain places with certain people. From the very beginning, God’s people were meant to make their relationship with God the theme of their whole life. Whether at home, work, or play; with friends, family, or complete strangers; in private or in public places, our relationship with God should be an integral part of every moment of our every-day life. It is only in practicing this type of relationship with Him that we get to fully experience the abundant life He has promised us and the eternal purpose He has planned for us. So my question for you today is; have you compartmentalized God into certain boxes in your life, or does He permeate every aspect of who you are? Lord, teach us daily what it is to have a vibrant and meaningful relationship with You.





May 29, 2013


“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” – Romans 14:19




The word edification literally means the act of building something up. The word picture is the construction of a nice strong building, stone-by-stone. This is what we are called to do with one another. We should do everything in our power (“make every effort”) to, not only have peace with one another, but to take it one step further and actively build each other up. Now this is not a new or surprising teaching in the scripture. However, my question for us today is: do we take this command seriously? Do we make every effort to live at peace with one another? Do we do everything in our power to encourage and lift each other up in Christ Jesus? When was the last time you went out of your way to encourage someone to move ahead or reach higher in their Christian walk? Living for Christ in the midst of a dark world is difficult enough when we have help, but it is impossible when we try to do it alone. So I encourage you today to make every effort to live at peace with your brothers and sisters and do everything you can to build them up in the faith. Lord, help us to always be mindful of our duty to edify one another.





May 15, 2013


“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.’” – Matthew 28:18




When Jesus made this statement, he was claiming to have equality with God. The phrase “in heaven and on earth” is an all-encompassing phrase; meaning Jesus has authority over everything that exists in all creation as well as everything in the heavenly realms. This should not be surprising, because Jesus held this place at the very beginning (Philippians 2:6 and John 1:1-2). So why did he need to be “given” all authority if he already had it? Jesus gave up his authority. He gave up his rights as God in order to become a man like you and me (Philippians 2:7-8 and John 1:14). He made this incredibly huge sacrifice so that he could show us what a perfectly God-filled life looks like, and then offer up that perfect life as the payment for our sins. But it is also important to understand that Jesus did not stay a man, and he did not stay dead. Jesus is now exalted back to his rightful place as God (Philippians 2:9). Jesus is the name that is above all other names, so that, at the name of Jesus, every knee will inevitably bow down and recognize him as God (Philippians 2:10-11). So when we worship Jesus Christ, we do not worship a perfect man. We do not worship a miracle worker. We do not worship a disfigured human hanging on a cross. We worship the One who has all authority in heaven and on earth! Lord, we worship You, not because of anything You have done or any advantage You have given us, but because You, being God, are worthy of our complete submission and worship.





May 8, 2013


“Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick.” – Matthew 12:15




When we read about the multitudes that flocked to Jesus, we often forget that many of them, maybe even the vast majority, were sick, diseased, and demon-possessed. These people were literally outcasts from their society. They were so disgusting to the people of their time that most were not even allowed in towns or populated places. But this is not the reaction we see from Jesus. With throngs of society’s most despised surrounding him he showed only kindness and compassion, touching the untouchables and loving the unlovable. This is a beautiful illustration of what Christ came to accomplish for us. As sinners, we are the multitudes of outcasts. Christ had every reason to be disgusted with our state and turn us away. But instead he looked on with loving compassion and healed us from our sickness that leads to eternal death. Thank God that He loved us even when we were unlovable. Lord, we could never repay You or thank You enough for your amazingly compassionate love for sinners.





May 1, 2013


“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” – Proverbs 11:2




It never ceases to amaze me how we, as fallen human beings, often get things completely backwards from the way God intended them. When we are filled with pride and long to be honored and praised, it will simply lead to disgrace. But when we are humble, putting others first, we will become someone who is understood to be wise. Why is this? Individuals who are filled with themselves and put themselves above others never benefit from the wisdom and truth that various people have to offer. However, people who are humble are willing to listen and listen openly to those around them. Therefore, they benefit from the wisdom of each person they come in contact with. If we truly believe that each person is made in God’s image, then everyone has value, even though everyone has sinned. And if we believe that all Christians have God’s Holy Spirit living within them, then even the lowliest follower of Jesus has truth and wisdom to offer. So where are you at today? Are you full of pride and on a road to disgrace? Or are you humble and attentive, gaining wisdom wherever it can be found? Lord, help us to be people with open hearts and open minds, ready to hear whatever You are teaching us from wherever it may come.





April 24, 2013


“Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked, for the evil man has no future hope, and the lamp of the wicked will be snuffed out.” – Proverbs 24:19-20




It is easy to get frustrated with the amount of evil and wickedness we see around us today. Two things usually well up inside us. First, we often live in fear of what evil people may do. And second, we look at those who lie, cheat and steal in order to become wealthy and important and we wonder if maybe they have it right. But don’t be fooled by either one of these things. For evil and wicked people there is no future. They may seem to have it made for a moment or they may seem to have control of this world for an instant here or there. But the one who wins the race wins in the end. It doesn’t matter who is in the lead at the half way point or even twenty yards before the finish line. The winner is the winner in the end. God has promised that those who belong to him have a hope and future for all eternity. So don’t, for even one second, be afraid or envious of the wicked and evil men around us. The best place to live will always be in the arms of God. Lord, we are so thankful that You hold our lives, for today and for all eternity, in Your hand.



April 17, 2013


“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” – John 8:31-32




Imagine yourself on a ship in the middle of the sea on a cloudy night, without a star in sight. If you sail North, you will be home by morning. But which way is North?! The invention of the compass gave people incredible freedom to travel to places and in ways they never had before. Having a true North gives you the foundation you need to go on amazing adventures into brave new lands. The truth is like that, it sets you free. Many people make the mistake of believing Jesus Christ is all about restraining or restricting us in life. However, He is the Truth, and in Him we find the direction we need in order to go out and enjoy the adventure of life. Without the Truth, life will always be an endless sea, with no direction. We can spend countless frustrating years just trying to figure out what true North is and never really go anywhere. But in the Truth of Jesus Christ, we find absolute direction for life and that absolute Truth gives us the freedom to sail on to new and exciting adventures! Lord, we thank You for revealing the Truth about life, living, and eternity so that we have the freedom to move forward in life with that Truth as our firm foundation.





April 10, 2013


“For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” – Romans 1:20




The Bible teaches us that people have been aware of God and even aware of some of His characteristics from the very beginning. Creation itself testifies to the eternally powerful and divine nature of God. Because of this fact, people all over the world, for thousands of years, have created all different types of worship and religion in order to have some sort of relationship with God. Some people simply want to know God, while others want to please God and avoid his wrath, and still others have created religions that try to coerce or trick God into accomplishing their own will. However, if God truly is the God of all creation, we can only know what God reveals to us and we can only relate with God on His terms. This is why God not only reveals Himself in nature, but He reveals Himself in His Holy Word. The Bible is the specific revelation about God. God shows all mankind that He exists through nature, but God shows all mankind who He is through the Bible. And one of the most beautiful truths in the Bible is that God wants a relationship with us. God not only wants us to know about Him, he wants us to know Him! And each and every one can truly know God through Jesus Christ. Lord, we thank You for revealing Yourself to us, and, through that revelation, showing that You love us and want us to choose to love You.





April 3, 2013


“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.” – Hebrews 4:15




In America we elect men and women to be our representatives before the government. In a similar way, Jesus Christ is our high priest, which means he is our representative before God. Now there are a couple problems with earthly representatives. More often than not, those representatives are from very wealthy or very powerful places in society. So, though they are meant to represent us, they know very little about the life that “every day” people live and the struggles we face. However, the Bible teaches us that Christ was not elite in His position or somehow above the circumstances of this world. But He actually was tempted in every way that each of us is. He experienced every struggle and every trial that you and I will ever face. The second problem with our earthly representatives is that we hope that they would be morally superior because of the importance of their position. However, we quickly discover that they are our moral equals at best and often are morally blind at worst. But our representative Jesus Christ, though tempted in every way, was still without sin. He can represent us purely and perfectly, because He is not only morally superior to us, He is morally perfect: sinless. Rejoice today that you have a representative before God that knows your every temptation and yet has never fallen victim to any of them! Lord, we thank You for sending Your Son Jesus Christ to be our perfect and compassionate high priest.





March 27, 2013


“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” – 1 Peter 1:18-19




Currency is only as good as whatever is backing it. The most valuable currencies in the global market are those backed by strong governments. Most currency is really only paper that some group of people as agreed to assign some value to. For the most part, it has no value when it stands alone. With that in mind, understand, brothers and sisters, that your redemption was paid for with a currency backed by God Almighty! We were bought by the blood of the only pure and perfect Sacrifice; Jesus Christ. And God Himself stands behind this currency, making it worth more than any wealth this world has to offer. So next time you are afraid about inflation, the price of gold, or the stock market, remember that you have an eternity bought with the most precious substance mankind has ever seen: the blood of Jesus Christ. Lord, we thank You that our eternity has been sealed by Your power and wealth, and not our own.





March 20, 2013


“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” – 1 John 5:12




This verse is incredibly simple, but the implications of it are far-reaching. In our very pluralistic society, few people have a problem with the first half of this verse. Many people believe that whatever you find that brings you peace and happiness is a good thing. Those people seldom reject the idea that the teachings of Jesus bring a great amount of happiness to many people. Therefore, they can be accepting of the fact that “he who has the Son has life.” However, the problem comes with the second part of this verse…the same problem Christianity faced from the very beginning. The Roman world of the New Testament was also a very pluralistic society. People were happy to allow Christians to worship Jesus as one of the many gods that were popular. However, Christians ran into trouble when they proclaimed the exclusivity of Christ. Jesus is not simply one way to happiness or one way to get to heaven. As the Son of God, who died for the forgiveness of our sins and rose again for our new life, He is the exclusive Way to God and to eternal life. But saying “he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” is not politically correct. Our society allows for any way to be accepted as right. However, our society does not allow us to claim one way as the only one that is right. But we do not do this because of our own ego, thinking we make the rules for everyone else. No, God Himself has spoken about what is the right way and what is not. And God’s Truth is Absolute above anything the human imagination or intellect can dream up. Lord, help us to understand that there is One Way back to You, and that One Way is still much more than any of us deserve.





March 13, 2013


“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” – Leviticus 19:18




In God’s system, it is the job of the community as whole to judge and punish people for wrong doing. Much of the book of Leviticus details the regulations regarding this truth. However, it is not the job of an individual to seek revenge or punish those who have wronged them. When we try to be judges or to seek out revenge as individuals, it becomes something ugly and often spirals out of control. Our job as individuals is to love one another and treat each person with the honor and respect that we desire for ourselves. Verse 18 ends with the reasoning behind this command when God says “I am the LORD.” God is Lord of every single one of us, putting all of us on the same plane: servants of the same God. And as Romans 14:4 says, who are we to judge someone else’s servant? So, while justice and punishment do have their place in society, our focus as individuals needs to be how we can continue to love and forgive one another. Lord, please show us Your forgiveness and love so that we can express it to our neighbor.





March 6, 2013


“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” – Proverbs 22:6




We have all seen children who grew up in church but soon turned from their faith. Examples like this seem to contradict Proverbs 22:6. However, there are two things about this verse we often do not understand. First, what does it mean to “train up” a child? Some translations say “teach” but this word means much more than simply instruction. In the Old Testament, this Hebrew word is usually translated “dedicate.” Dedicating or training up our children is more than simply giving them information. We must immerse them in the ways of the Lord in every aspect of life, not simply at church. And we must also set the example of living out our Christian faith in our own lives. Second, what does it mean when the verse says “he will not turn from it”? A very literal translation is that “he will not get rid of it,” or “it will not be removed from him.” If an individual has been trained up in the Lord or dedicated to the ways of the Lord, that person will never be able to remove those things from their lives. They may live in rebellion to these ways and even try to escape them, but they will never get rid of them. As a pastor, I have seen numerous people return to God after a season of rebellion, simply because they had been trained up in the Lord and could never escape His ways. So join me and commit to truly train up the young people around you in the ways of our Heavenly Father. Lord, please guide us as we train up our children and please protect, lead, and care for them every day of their lives.





February 27, 2013


“As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him.” – Psalm 18:30




It is wonderful news that God is a shield for anyone who wants to take refuge in Him. However, the question comes up; “how do we take refuge in God?” Well, the first part of this verse answers that question for us. God’s way is perfect and his Word is flawless. The way to take refuge in God is to first acknowledge this fact, and then live in obedience to it. Taking refuge in God means that we believe the flawless perfection of His plan and live in submission to it. The greatest and most important expression of this relationship is accepting the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. When you do this, you are saved from all condemnation. But there is more to the story. Every day we can decide to take refuge in God by living in obedience to His Word. Being a follower of Jesus Christ means that we recognize that God’s way is the best way to live and when we live contrary to God’s Word we are putting ourselves in danger. So do not live in danger. Take refuge in God by believing in and trusting in His perfect and flawless Word. Father, we thank You for being our shield and refuge in a dark and turbulent world.





February 20, 2013


“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” – Psalm 82:3-4




Christianity was never meant to be self-centered. The Bible is rich with passages teaching us to think of others before ourselves. Similarly, God is often portrayed as the one who defends the oppressed, the poor, and the needy. We, as God’s children, should have that same heart for the down-trodden among us. Now it is true that we live in a society that has many people who refuse to work and instead they lie, steal, and manipulate in order to get what they want. However, this does not negate the fact that there are also those among us who are genuinely in need. Helping and defending those who are needy and powerless brings great glory to God and is the tangible expression of God’s love that this world is desperate for. This often takes a great sacrifice of time, money, and energy. But it is the sacrifice that makes it meaningful. Who in your life is needy and powerless, crying out for someone to step in and help? Lord, give us Your heart for the hurting, needy, poor, and oppressed among us.





February 13, 2013


“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” – 2 Corinthians 1:3-4




We are all guilty, at times, of “sitting” on our comfort. If you have been saved from death and condemnation through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, then you have an incredible comfort that cannot be experienced through any other means. We are all given that comfort from God: the comfort of knowing we are not condemned, but instead are eternal children of God (see Romans 8:1 and 1 John 3:1). But the purpose of our comfort is not simply for us alone. Like so much of what God blesses us with, He gives us the gift of comfort so that we can pass it on. There are countless people around you who are hurting. Some of them are complete strangers and some of them you know very well. But all of them are longing for the comfort that we bask in each and every day. Do not be selfish with your comfort. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, share the Good News of God’s love in order to provide comfort to the hurting. Lord, please give us the heart to comfort those who live in deep darkness every day.



February 6, 2013


“After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.” – Judges 2:10




To me, Judges 2:10 is one of the saddest passages in the Bible. God had visited the plagues on Egypt, parted the Sea, freed his people, and given them the Promised Land…and it only took two generations for them to forget all about it. Now the blame does not rest on the ignorant generation. How can they know what they have never been taught? The generation that witnessed the incredible salvation from God failed to pass it on to their children. If we fail to invest in the next generation, then we should not be surprised when they grow up not knowing the Lord or what he has done for his people. Investing in the next generation is not just the job of parents; it is the job of the Church. But this is no complicated task. All we are really called to do is teach them about God and, most importantly, share with them what He has done in our lives. So how are you investing in the next generation? Take the time to share what you know and have experienced with God. They cannot grow up to love and worship a God that they have never heard about. Lord, open our eyes to all the ways that we can invest in the next generation for Your Kingdom.





January 30, 2013


“Better a poor man who lives with integrity than a rich man who distorts right and wrong.” – Proverbs 28:6 (CSB)




At the heart of this proverb is the fact that integrity is more important than money. Now I believe all of us would agree with this idea…at least in theory. But when we read a proverb like this, our minds tend to go right to the big, glaring examples: like a large company dumping toxic waste to avoid paying the proper disposal fees. We then look at our righteous selves and say “I would never do something like that.” However, the problem is that if integrity is more important than money, then it is more important in the small, everyday things as well, not just the huge, glaring examples. If someone will compromise their integrity to gain millions of dollars, are we not just as guilty when we have compromised our integrity to gain a few dollars here or there? That little lie may have put you only a few dollars ahead, but it did a disproportionately large amount of damage to your integrity in the process. In God’s eyes, the small things are where everything else begins: In Jesus’ parable, the master replies, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.” (Matthew 25:21). So if you believe integrity is important, then practice it in the little things. Lord, give us the strength to have integrity in all of our dealings, knowing that the little things matter to You.





January 23, 2013


“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” – 2 Corinthians 3:18




Have you ever had one of those days where you don’t feel like a very good Christian? You know the days I’m talking about: where you slip a little bit back into that old sinful person you use to be. Those days can be very discouraging. However, discouragement, depression, and self-hatred are tools of the enemy, not fruits of the Spirit. When those days come upon you, just remember the promise from 2 Corinthians 3:18. You are being made more and more into the likeness of Jesus Christ with every passing day that you live in Him. Now I know it sometimes doesn’t feel this way. And I know we each wander far from Him at times. But know without a doubt that God’s purpose for your life is to reflect His glory. And He will continue that work until he perfects it in you on the day you go live in glory with Him forever. Lord, we thank You for your unending, faithful work in our lives.





January 16, 2013


“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” – Hebrews 10:23




It is a good thing that our hope does not lie in ourselves. We do not have incredible hope because we believe our faith is so strong or our understanding of the Bible is so deep or our lives are so perfect. If hope was held in any of these things, it would be a frail hope indeed! However, we can have an “unswerving” hope because of the One our hope is in. There are two very important things to remember: First, God is the One who has promised that all those who put their faith in Jesus Christ will be saved. And second, the One who made the promise is faithful. He is faithful beyond anything we could imagine. In God there is a depth of faithfulness that we cannot understand. So I pray that you live each day with an unswerving hope, rooted in the fact that God has promised good to you and the One who promised is eternally faithful. Lord, Your promise to us is unimaginably good, and your faithfulness to keep that promise is immeasurably strong. Thank You!





January 9, 2013


“But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” – Jeremiah 17:7-8




Are you concerned about the coming year? No matter how optimistic we are, each of us also has concerns about what lies ahead for 2013. Maybe you have health concerns, worries about a family member or friend, or maybe you are concerned about your finances. Well, let me tell you today, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord!” Trust in the Lord works like a tree planted next to a stream. The world around us could be burning up under the heat, but we are safe and well taken care of in the arms of God. Many times this year, we will experience a bleak outlook when we look to the world around us for peace and comfort. The strongest and most established kingdoms of this world can become incredibly frail in an instant. Anything we turn to for sustenance, other than God, will let us down at some point. The world around us may satisfy for a time, but sooner or later, we will be left high and dry. However, God is like a constant stream. He does not change like the weather, but daily sustains those who turn to him. In many ways, these are shaky times in our world. However, our firm foundation has never changed. God was standing strong before this world and He will be standing strong at the end of this world. So where does your hope, peace, and sustenance come from? Trust in God today, and for all eternity! Lord, we thank You for being an ever-present stream of life in the midst of a dying world.


December 26, 2012


“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” – Psalm 46:10




Christmas is over. All the presents are unwrapped, the visitors are on their way home, and it is not yet time to take down the decorations. There is a little lull now between the Christmas chaos and the New Year’s celebration. I would encourage you to take this time and be still. Rest. Rest for the sake of your health, and rest for the sake of your family. But most importantly, be still and recognize what is really important. Stop and take time to simply be with God. He has most likely been missing you lately during all the holiday chaos and I’m sure He would love to spend some quiet time with you. So be still, rest, and know that God is exalted above everything else we have been chasing. Lord, please grant us the stillness to rest with You today.





December 19, 2012


“But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness.” – Malachi 3:2-3




As we remember the day when Jesus Christ came in the form of a little baby in a manger, it is important to remember that this same Jesus will return as a victorious King of kings. Jesus came the first time, humble and meek, in order to offer us forgiveness for our sins and eternal life through Him. However, when He comes again He will sit as judge over all mankind. Therefore, as we remember peace on earth and good will toward men, we must also remember that when the final judgment comes, the only way we will be able to stand up under it is to recognize Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. God did step down from heaven to become a little baby on that night in Bethlehem. And He did so in order to show us His pure, sacrificial love. Accept that love and sacrifice today, because He will return again, to judge those who have rejected Him and take home all those who have accepted Him and have been given the right to be called children of God. Lord, we thank You for first coming in peace and love, so that we can escape the judgment and condemnation that we all deserve.


Suggested readings for this week:

Malachi 3:1-5
Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10
Revelation 21:1-4





December 12, 2012


“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” – John 1:29




A lamb is not a very powerful animal. In fact, if you think about, a lamb has virtually no protection in the wild. They have no claws, no sharp teeth, no fancy defense mechanism…they can’t even run very fast. However, mankind has been raising and caring for sheep for thousands of years because sheep have the power to save lives. Think about it, how many people have been kept from freezing because of sheep’s wool? How many people have been kept from starving because of lamb meat? How many people have gotten the nutrients they need for living because of goat’s milk? In the Old Testament, lambs had another way of giving life to people: they were sacrificed for the forgiveness of sin. When a sin was committed, blood had to be shed. God allowed His people to sacrifice a lamb instead of dying for their sin. In this way, lambs saved countless lives over the centuries. Likewise, Jesus came in a completely harmless form. Nothing is more helpless than a newborn baby, especially one born in a stable and sleeping in a feeding trough for animals. However, that little baby born that night held within Himself the power to take away the sins of the world. He chose to do this, not through violent conquest, but through the sacrificing of Himself for us. His power to take away our sin lied in His willingness to die. Imagine that incredible power and humility all wrapped up in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, placed in a cold stable, in a little town called Bethlehem. Lord, thank You for the incredible willingness, humility, and love of Jesus Christ that He would lay down His life in order to save ours.


Suggested readings for this week:

Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Philippians 2:1-11





December 5, 2012


In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” – Matthew 3:1-3




John the Baptist had a very important job. He was sent by God to prepare the people for the coming Messiah. According to the prophecy in Isaiah, John was supposed to pave the way for Jesus Christ. In a spiritual desert, he was the voice calling for people to repent and turn to God so that they would not miss the miraculous Salvation that was coming. This Christmas season we could all learn a lesson from John. What can we do to prepare people to celebrate the Messiah’s birth? How can we minister to the spiritual wasteland around us and pave the way for Jesus to show up in a powerful way for people this Christmas? Instead of getting caught up in the trappings of the secular holiday, let’s keep our eyes on what God is doing and call out to people to turn to God and experience the Salvation He began for all mankind on that night in Bethlehem. Lord, make us attentive to Your voice and Your purpose for us this Christmas season.


Suggested readings for this week:

Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5

Matthew 3:1-6





November 28, 2012


“They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.” – Isaiah 11:9-10




There are few things more beautiful than peace. Peace is not simply the absence of war, but the absence of any kind of fighting, worrying, hardship, or pain. We, in America, live in relative peace compared to much of the world. And most of us today live with much more peace than the people of the ancient world. However, we all have a clear understanding that real peace is lacking throughout most of life. The anticipation of the coming Messiah for Israel was an anticipation of final, complete peace for all mankind. We understand more fully that that peace would come through a tiny baby born in a stable in Bethlehem. We have a much more complete picture of the Messiah because we know Him as the person Jesus Christ, who was born, lived a perfect life, died on the cross, and rose again on the third day. However, we should have no less anticipation looking forward and hoping for the day when He returns and finally sets all things right, accomplishing complete and perfect peace throughout all creation. Lord, thank You for the gift of Your Son Jesus Christ born in the manger that night. We eagerly anticipate His triumphant return.


Suggested readings this week:

Isaiah 11:1-10

Luke 1:26-38

Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24





November 21, 2012


“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His faithful love endures forever.” – Psalm 107:1 (CSB)




At Thanksgiving time it is common for us to share things we are thankful for. What we usually share are ways that God has blessed us or provided for us in abundance. This is a great practice, and we should stop often to remember all God has done for us. However, Psalm 107 teaches us the very best reason to be thankful. We should be thankful for who God is. God is a good God. Everything else we receive from Him is dependent on this fact. We know that everything that comes from God is good, and that all good things come from God. Not only is He good, but God is faithful in His love. God’s love never quits, never leaves, and never gives up. Even when we do not love God, He still loves us. Remembering these all-important things about God allows us to be thankful when we are blessed in abundance, and to be thankful when we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death. Let your thanksgiving this season be directed toward the good, faithful, loving character of God. And through that He will bless you with a peace and joy that you cannot receive through simple material blessings. Lord thank You so much for Your incredible goodness, faithfulness, and love for us; your undeserving children.





November 14, 2012


“He has told you men what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: Only to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.” – Micah 6:8 (CSB)




For the final installment of this three-part devotion, I want to talk to you about what it means to “walk humbly with your God.” Someone once said that humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking more of others. If this is true, then walking humbly with God means always thinking of God first. Our pride is what gets in the way of our relationship with God and it lies at the heart of all sin. Sin begins when we think we have a better way for living then what God has set forth in His Word; essentially saying, “God, I know better than you do.” How arrogant can we be?! But understanding humility will help us better understand how we should relate to God. We often think humility is submitting to someone or showing kindness to them, even though we believe we know much more than they do. This is simply suppressed pride, not humility. Humility says “I don’t have all the answers and there is a lot to learn from those around me.” This is a good trait when relating to other people, but it is essential when relating to God. We must, in humility, understand that our way has led to death and His grace has given us life. Because of this, we should always submit to His will over our own. This is not simply the way we should think, or the theology we should have. The verse says to walk humbly with our God. Which means this should be our normal practice, day in and day out. Lord, let us live every moment in the powerful humility that comes from recognizing Your incredible grace and mercy in our lives.





November 7, 2012


“He has told you men what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: Only to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.” – Micah 6:8 (CSB)




In today’s installment of our three-part series, we find out the second thing that God requires of His people in this passage: God wants us to be people who love faithfulness. Unfortunately we live in a culture that puts very little emphasis on faithfulness. We have become a country that is afraid to commit and quick to quit. Half of all marriages end in divorce, and church membership is at an all-time low. Even our corporate culture has resorted to making us sign contracts and pay penalties in order to keep our business. This is the opposite of what God wants. God loves faithfulness and He wants His people to love faithfulness. God wants us to be people who commit with our whole hearts and then work hard to be there for that commitment day in and day out without fail. That is faithfulness. And we are not simply called to be faithful, but to love faithfulness. This is to be something we long for and teach those around us. Like so many things, faithfulness starts at your central relationships and moves outward: You must be faithful to God, faithful in your marriage, faithful to your family, faithful to your church, and then faithful in your relationships with those outside the church. So how are you doing on faithfulness? Have you fallen into the American trap of fickleness and fear of commitment? Or are you someone who loves faithfulness and demonstrates it in all your dealings? Lord, give us a heart that loves and works toward faithfulness in every area of our lives. 





October 31, 2012


“He has told you men what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: Only to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.” – Micah 6:8 (CSB)




Today we are going to begin a three-part devotion talking about what God requires of us. The first thing Micah 6:8 says that God requires is for us to act justly. It is true that we should love what is just and right. And it is also true that we should stand up against injustice. However, this passage is talking about more than that. It is talking about how we act…how we live our lives…what we do from day to day. It is not enough to simply agree with what is just and right, we must be people who live just lives. We must be people who live out the things that we say and believe are right and good. Many of us have heard the phrase “faith without works is dead” (James 2:17 & 26). Part of what that verse means is that if you do not act out what you say you believe, than you probably do not really believe it. If you believe God speaks the Truth, then live out what He says is right and flee from what He says is wrong. This is what God requires of His people. Lord, fill us with Your Holy Spirit to empower us to act justly in every aspect of our lives.





October 24, 2012


“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” – Acts 20:35




Do you trust the words of Jesus? One of the things that made Paul such an incredible missionary and church leader was that he trusted the words of Jesus…he trusted them so much that he lived them out and set the example for others to follow. Many of us would say we trust the words of Jesus, but the real test is in how we live. For instance, in Paul’s example, he truly believed that the way to live a blessed life was to be a much bigger giver than a taker. In our country, we have developed a culture of takers. Many of us feel we are entitled to all the good things life has to offer. Therefore we are always looking for a hand-out…someone to give us what we don’t have. This type of mentality has led to a lot of people missing out on a real blessed life. Jesus says that we should be givers, not takers, if we want to get the most out of this life. Do you trust him? Do you trust him enough to live this way? Do you trust him enough to set the example for those around you? Paul did, and we are still benefiting from his example 2000 years later! Lord, let us be people who trust your words so deeply that we live them out in our daily lives.





October 17, 2012


“But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.” – Hebrews 3:13




We spend so much of our time regretting the past, being impatient about the future, or simply hurrying through the present that we forget about today. When is the right time to talk to a friend who is headed down the wrong path? Today! When is the right time to tell someone what a big impact they have made on your life? Today! When is the right time to pray for that person who you know is struggling? Today! Today is really all we have. Our life is a mist. If you cannot forget the sins of your past, remember that God already has through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. If you are too impatient for the future, remember that you are not even guaranteed another day. If you are in too much of a hurry right now, remember that the only everlasting things we do in life are the things we do for God. Slow down, take a look at those around you, and be an encourager for God’s people…Today! Lord, thank You for giving us this day, and thank You for having an eternal purpose for every moment we live on this earth.





October 10, 2012


“For the sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your servant. ‘How great you are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears.’” – 2 Samuel 7:21-22




There is something incredibly amazing about God that we so often take for granted: God has chosen to reveal Himself to us! You see, contrary to popular belief, you cannot find God. We cannot discover anything about God simply by our own efforts. We know all we do about God because He has chosen to reveal it to us. We often complain that we do not get some special revelation from God, or that He does not answer our exact questions. But stop and think for a moment what an incredible privilege it is that the almighty, holy, omnipotent God has revealed Himself to us so openly through His Word. We, as sinful human beings, have no right to know anything about God, let alone know Him personally. But this personal relationship is exactly what He opens up to us through the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ as revealed in His living Word. Lord, we thank You with all we are for revealing Yourself so clearly and providing a way for us to know You intimately. We are so unworthy of this incredible privilege!



October 3, 2012


“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” – Acts 2:36




There has been a great deal of debate in recent years about whether the Jews or the Romans were responsible for the death of Jesus. In this passage from Acts Chapter 2, it seems that Peter is laying the blame on the Israelite. However, anyone who has read the New Testament in its entirety will quickly realize that Jesus’ death can be placed squarely on all of our shoulders. Jesus died on the Cross to pay the price for our sins. Therefore, it is you and I who are responsible for crucifying Jesus. The only person who could claim no responsibility is the person who has lived a sinless life. Ironically, but importantly, the only person who did live a sinless life was the man who was crucified! Acts 2 goes on to say that these condemning words from Peter cut the people right to the heart. And their response was repentance, trust in Christ, and forgiveness for sins. So too, these words should cut us to the heart. It was this innocent man, Jesus, who suffered and died for your sins and mine. And it is this same man, Jesus, who is more than just a man. He is Lord and Christ! Lord, we thank you for the incredible sacrifice on the Cross and the unfathomable gift of forgiveness it brings.





September 26, 2012


“Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen.” – Hebrews 11:1 (HCSB)




We do not give faith enough credit. We often equate faith with some simple belief or some distant hope. But faith is substance, reality, proof! Faith is the place where belief, hope, and truth meet in action and living. Faith does not take place in your mind, but takes over your whole being. When real faith is seen, it is not some idea, but the tangible proof of the hope, belief, and truth that has transformed a life. When this faith shows up in someone’s life, it is all over them like a powerful perfume. This is the kind of faith we should all aspire to. And this kind of faith is a gift from God which can only be attained through daily walking with Him. Lord, let our walk with You give us the kind of rock-solid faith that can be seen and experienced by everyone we come in contact with.





September 19, 2012


“Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.’” – James 4:14-15




We are all time travelers. However, there are some rules: we can only move forward in time and we can only move at the pace God has set. But God has designed our lives this way for a purpose. Our past is there to remind us of our sinful nature, but also God’s deliverance. Our present exists to give us opportunity to live for God and fully rely on Him each moment. Our future affords us the chance to find joy and hope in the unfailing promises of God. Lord, thank you for a past, present, and future all designed to draw us closer to You.





September 12, 2012


“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” – John 7:38




Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, fresh springs of living water flowing from within us. Contained in this water is all we need for abundant life. However, we need to learn to depend on the living water and not on our old vices. As Matthew Henry says, we must be “weaned from the world.” Slowly, we learn to depend less on earthly things and more on the living streams within us, until we each live every moment in the arms of God. Lord, sustain us with Your living water through every season of life.



September 5, 2012


“From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. ‘You do not want to leave too, do you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’” – John 6:66-69




There is only one reason to follow Christ: because He is the Holy One of God who has the words of eternal life. Following Christ is not always a walk in the park. If you follow Jesus because you think it will make life easy, you will quickly be disappointed; life is always better in Christ, but not always easier. Many people stopped following Jesus when His teachings became difficult. Likewise, in churches today, many Christians begin to disappear when commitment and sacrifice are called for. In America, when things get hard at church, it is very easy to find another church that is still just fun and games. However, when we live this kind of Christianity, we miss out on the abundant life that Jesus promises. It is in these times of trial and testing that we discover what it really means to be a Christian. The great theologian Francis Schaeffer uses the example of a foot bridge from the Roman Empire that is still standing today. Many people say, “Wow, what an amazing feat of engineering that this bridge is still standing!” However, Schaeffer points out that the only reason this bridge is still standing is because it has never had a semi-truck or a freight train driven over it. Anything can stand as long as no real burden is placed on it. We find our real strength in Christ by following Him through the hardest times in life. Lord, we do not want to follow Jesus for selfish reasons of laziness and comfort; we want to follow Jesus because He is Your Son who brings us eternal life!



August 29, 2012


“Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” – Colossians 3:2-4




We often picture the Christian walk as this treacherous journey where all odds are against us and we struggle with all our might to succeed in being Holy. The truth is, however, that our lives are hidden with Christ in God. Once we accept Christ’s sacrifice for our sins and live as new creations, we walk this earth as eternal beings with almighty God leading our steps. There is nothing God wants more than to see us succeed in Holy living and He has promised to equip us with all we need if we only remain in Him. Oswald Chambers once put it this way: “When we think of being delivered from sin, of being filled with the Spirit, and of walking in the light, we picture the peak of a great mountain, very high and wonderful, and we say – ‘Oh, but I could never live up there!’ But when we do get there by God’s grace, we find it is not a mounting peak, but a plateau where there is ample room to live and grow.” Lord, lead us in every step of Holy living.



August 22, 2012

“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” – Galatians 6:14



The Cross of Jesus Christ needs to be the foundation of our daily life and actions. Identifying with Christ’s death means that, since Jesus literally died for us, we die to self. This idea runs counter to our culture. We live in a word that is all about personal gain and making a name for yourself. This is so ingrained in us, that even the vast majority of charity in our country is done to create a positive corporate image, or to make an individual feel better about themselves. But this is not the way it should be. Galatians 6:14 is all about having no motive, no goal, no pride, and no glory except for that which is in the Cross of Christ.






August 8, 2012


“This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’” – Jeremiah 29:4-7




Sometimes we can be a little too future-minded. We can worry so much about moving ahead or getting ahead that we forget to live and prosper right where God has us in the present. In this passage from Jeremiah, God has sent his people into exile under a foreign, idolatrous nation. Their immediate reaction would be to look forward to the time God will deliver them from this situation. But God’s word to them is to settle down, live, and even prosper in Babylon. And not just settle there, but pray for God to bless Babylon. Because a young man, named Daniel, understood and carried out this word from God, we have some of the best known stories of God’s deliverance in all the Old Testament. Today, we can concentrate so much on what our next step is, or worry so much about how we got into the situation or place God has us in, we forget to dig in our heels, live, and prosper. When God’s people will live and do his work in their present situation, God can bring light to even the darkest places through them. Wherever you are at today, settle down, plant your gardens, raise your children, and live a Godly life. In this, you will be a blessing to all those around you. Lord, help us to dig in our heels wherever You have placed us and concentrate on living Godly lives for You until the day You take us somewhere else.





August 1, 2012


“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” – Psalm 46:10




Psalm 46:10 is often quoted as an encouragement to slow down, take time out, and simply focus on God. Because of this, it is a favorite verse for many. However, we often skip over the last part of the verse: God will be exalted over all mankind, and even over everything in creation. Therefore, when we take this verse as a whole, what it really means is to slow down and focus on God because God is really the most important thing in all life. The reason we need to be still and acknowledge Him, is because He is truly God. He is over all our worries, all our fears, and all our struggles. But He is also God over all our pleasures, all our goals, and all our worldly pursuits. We stop today and recognize Him precisely because he is God over everything. Lord, we stop today and take a moment of stillness to recognize Your sovereignty over everything else in life.



July 25, 2012


“Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22-23




Today is Stephanie and my 14th wedding anniversary. Though that seems like a lot of years to me, it is a drop in the bucket compared to my grandparents, who just celebrated 60 years of marriage last month. Long, happy marriage is built on faithfulness; the kind of faithfulness where you get up every day and make a renewed commitment to love that person and be there for them through thick and thin. This kind of faithfulness decides to love the other, no matter how much it may cost; sacrifice and faithfulness go hand in hand. The saddest thing about the deterioration of marriage in our country is that we lose this picture of faithfulness. A good, faithful, loving marriage is meant to reflect the character of our good, faithful, loving God. His compassion for us never fails, and every single morning He renews His commitment to love us no matter what. That is real faithfulness. Though my marriage is not perfect, I have experienced this kind of love and faithfulness from my wife, and I hope she has felt the same from me because faithfulness is truly something incredible when it is reciprocal. My prayer for you today is that you can understand and experience the ultimate example of this love and faithfulness by renewing your commitment to God. Lord, we can never thank You enough for Your love and faithfulness. Please help us to experience it to the fullest by loving and committing to You with all our heart.



July 18, 2012


“For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.” – Deuteronomy 30:16




It may sound strange to hear a command to love. How can we be commanded to love someone? Well, most Americans a very unhealthy view of what love is. We would often say that love is a feeling or an emotion. But this is not the Biblical idea of love. Think about it: when we get married, we commit to love one another until death. But you cannot commit to an emotion or a feeling. That is like saying “I promise to always feel happy” or “I promise to always feel depressed.” You cannot commit to an emotion. However, the Biblical idea of love is a commitment to live sacrificially for someone else, through good times and bad times, whether they deserve it or not. That is exactly what John means when he writes “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” (1 John 3:16). So when we decide to love God, it is not a commitment to always have a certain feeling. It is a commitment to sacrifice our life in order to live for the One who gave everything for us. But the flipside of this, and the promise from Deuteronomy 30:16, is that God returns this commitment with a loving commitment to always care for us. The New Testament puts it this way: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). So join me today, and commit yourself to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and keep His commands. Lord, we thank You for Your incredible love for us. Let that love be the example and motivation for us to love You.



July 11, 2012


“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16




Isn’t it strange how our good works can often lead to personal pride and turn people away from God? How many people have you known who live what seems to be a very godly life, but once you get to know them you realize they are incredibly proud of themselves for living such a holy life. They become self-righteous and then do no good for God’s kingdom. This kind of attitude will quickly lead to a fall. But in God’s system we are empowered by His Holy Spirit to live godly lives and do good works for the purpose of furthering His kingdom. In this system, there is no room for personal pride or self-righteous thinking. When good works are done this way, people don’t look at you and think what an incredible person you must be. Instead they look at you and think what an incredible God you serve. In God’s plan, people will see our good works and then glorify our heavenly Father because of it. Lord, help us to understand that our good works should always point to You and never be done in order to glorify ourselves.





June 13, 2012


“You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’ But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.” – Deuteronomy 8:17-18




Our American spirit of independence can lead to a lot of Biblical outcomes. For instance, it is a good thing to work hard for a living to provide for yourself and your family (see 2 Thessalonians 3:10 and 1 Timothy 5:8). However, this independent spirit without a proper view of God can lead us to a very arrogant and godless place. We must always be mindful of the fact that all our talents, abilities, and even our hard work is a gift from God. He is the one who gives us all we have and He has the power to take it all from us at any moment. So work hard, and be proud of your accomplishments. But in the midst of it, we must always recognize that we could accomplish nothing apart from God. Every good and perfect gift comes from above! (James 1:17). Lord, we thank You for every good gift in our lives, and we recognize that we can do nothing apart from You.



June 6, 2012


“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” – Ephesians 3:17-19




In all our quest for knowledge and understanding, the greatest thing we could ever comprehend is the scope of God’s love for us. This is my prayer for you today. Take a moment and pray this prayer for the loved ones in your life…then take a moment and pray it for your enemies. Lord, we thank You for Your incredibly vast love for us.



May 30, 2012


“And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” – 2 Thessalonians 3:2-3




Part of the reason we have so much trouble believing in and trusting God’s faithfulness is because enduring faithfulness is not something we see very often from one another. People around us always fail us. Many people do not value faithfulness at all, and those who do still let us down from time to time. So, because of this, it is difficult to believe that a perfect and holy God would be ever faithful to strengthen us and deliver us from the evil one. However, the Bible tells us time and time again that God will never leave us or forsake us and His love will endure forever. Even in the midst of our sin and rebellion, He still sought us out! So rest today in the fact that there is nothing that can separate you from the love of God. His faithfulness endures forever! Lord, we could never thank You enough for Your incredible faithfulness.



May 23, 2012


“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” – 1 Corinthians 13:13




We can get so busy accomplishing all the tasks in life and doing all the good things we set out to do, that we forget the most important thing. The most important thing in life is to love. Jesus says the greatest commandments are to love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:37-40). The passage in 1 Corinthians that talks all about love ends with “The greatest of these is love,” but it begins by saying “now let me show you the most excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31). We often get involved in our church, provide for our families, and help others because of love. And love should always be the motivation. However, we must never forget, in the midst of the “doing,” to take a moment and simply love people. How important is love? One of the boldest statements in Scripture is that “God is love” (1 John 4:8 & 16). The only way people will truly understand the nature of God is for His children to show His love to those around us. If we simply do nice things, and never express our love for those we serve, human nature will make them automatically assume we are serving them for our own selfish gain. The responsibility to love is the only debt that can never be paid in full (Romans 13:8) and one of the few things that will continue on into eternity, long after all our other earthly needs are met. So we might as well get really good at practicing it now! Lord, fill us with Your love so that we can show true love to those around us.



May 16, 2012


“But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” – John 12:32




Men are drawn to Christ when Christ is lifted up. This is an important truth for us to remember. We often believe we need to “package” or “market” Christ in certain ways in order to make Him appealing to our world. But when we do this we water down the truth of who Christ really is, and in worst case scenarios, we lose Christ altogether. Christ says that men will be drawn to Him when He is glorified, not when we sell the politically correct version of Him to our friends and coworkers. So, do you want people to be drawn to your Savior? Then glorify Him…lift Him up in everything you do! Lord, teach us to lift up Jesus Christ every day in every circumstance.





May 2, 2012


“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28




Many Christians have it in their heads that God is working in all circumstances at all times, but somewhere deep in their hearts they still believe men are in control of most situations. We often make the mistake of believing that God only shows up in the miraculous or catastrophic events in our lives, but Romans 8:28 clearly tells us that God is at work in all things: not just the good and the bad but also in the large and the small. One good test to see what you believe in the depths of your heart is to examine how and how often you pray. Do you pray continually (1 Thessalonians 5:17), discussing every aspect of your life with God? Or do you rarely pray, waiting for the most intense circumstances. When we do the latter, we are basically saying; “God, when I come to the end of my ability to control my life, I will call out for You to intervene and accomplish my will.” Lord, help us all to see You at work in every minute detail of life as well as in the incredibly overwhelming moments.



April 25, 2012


“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.” – 1 Corinthians 2:14




As long as a person seeks their own gratification with a mind that is set completely in the material world, then that person will always see the things of God as foolishness. However, the thing that is truly foolish is a life focused only on earthly endeavors. But when a soul begins to look for something more…something deeper…something spiritual, then nothing but the Spirit of God will truly satisfy them. Then, once the Spirit of God has filled that person, they will begin to see clearly the things that they previously viewed as foolish…and they will also begin to see the foolishness of their previous perspective. Lord, teach us to always point searching souls to You, and we thank You for the perfect and complete satisfaction that is only found in Your Spirit.







April 18, 2012


“Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” – Ephesians 6:17-18




I believe many Christians have lost the battlefield mind-set in their prayer life. Prayer, in many churches, has become a very passive thing: simply an ineffective routine we perform as our religious duty to God. But Scripture teaches us a different kind of prayer: prayer as a battlefield. Spiritual warfare is won and lost on our knees. The church does not need people saying canned prayers because they feel obligated. What the church needs today is prayer warriors, wrestling and fighting for God’s Kingdom in the spiritual realms. Lord, helps us to see our prayer life as the battlefield it is, and fill us with the strength to fight!



April 11, 2012


“Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.’” – James 4:13-15




One of the hardest things about following Christ is submitting your will to His will on a day-by-day basis. When we think of submitting our will, we often think of it as giving up our evil desires. This is sometimes the case, especially in our early years as a Christian. However, as we mature, we begin to find that submitting our will to Him involves giving up things that we desire which are good, pure, and honorable things. These things may not be evil, but they may also not be God’s will. This is very difficult to handle when you desire something very good, pleasant, and honorable and yet God denies you that path. However, what we always need to remember about God is that He plans what is best for us. The good that we may have planned for ourselves may simply not be good enough for God. He has something greater in mind. And what God has in mind may be completely different from what we were looking for, but it is guaranteed to be better. And God’s best for us always involves drawing us closer to Him. God’s best for you is intimacy with Him above anything else in this world…even good and pleasing things. Lord, give us the wisdom to understand that Your will for us is always best, and then let us have peace in that fact when our desires seem to go unfulfilled.



April 4, 2012


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 

– 2 Timothy 2:15




Faith is a simple as a little child and yet as complex as the universe. We need to recognize the simplicity of the Gospel so that we can be secure in our salvation. But at the same time, we need to be continually striving to know, understand, and express our beliefs more clearly each and every day. Intellectual study alone will not necessarily bring you closer to God, but earnestly seeking revelation in the Spirit through study is one of the best ways to grow in Christ. To truly know what God has for you, you must be personally seeking it out, and not just waiting for someone else to come tell you about it. Lord, reveal Yourself to us in our time of study.

March 28, 2012


“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” – John 14:27


When we have no peace and are deeply troubled, we can almost always trace it back to a part of our heart that is not aligned with God. True peace only comes from God, so outside of God there is no real peace. When we are living a life aligned with God’s will, we will still have trials and hardships. However, in the midst of these difficult times, we can have peace in the depths of our spirits because we know that, even in the middle of the struggles, we are safe in God’s hands. This is the “peace that passes understanding.” Lord, align our hearts with Your heart, so we may live every day in Your peace.


March 21, 2012

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” – Matthew 16:24


There is a part of us that wants complete control over what we do and who we become. We do not want anyone or anything telling us what to do. This rugged individualism may be treasured in American culture, but it must be done away with at the foot of the cross. You see, the great irony is that when we are in control, we will always end up pushing ourselves into some earthly mold of riches, success, fame, etc. But when we completely deny ourselves for Christ’s sake, God takes us and does something completely unique with us, making us an incredible work of art that fits no mold. It is only in submission to God that we become a true individual. Lord, please make us all we were meant to be.


March 14, 2012

“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” – Genesis 9:13-16


Every promise of God is sure and every blessing He has in store for us is as good as done. When God makes a covenant, it is not about something He will do, but about something he has done. When God speak, everything is accomplished at that moment…just look at the creation! The only thing that really remains to be seen is whether or not we are going to participate in God’s covenant. Oswald Chambers put it this way: “All the great blessings of God are finished and complete, but they are not mine until I enter into relationship with Him on the basis of His covenant.” The only way to enter into a relationship with God is through the new covenant of the blood of Jesus Christ (see John 14:6 and 1 Corinthians 11:25). So if you have not entered into a relationship with God, all His blessings are there waiting for you…what is holding you back? If you have entered into a relationship with God, live in the confidence that every promise He has made and every blessing laid out in His covenant is yours for eternity, sealed in heaven for you! Lord, we thank You for Your incredible, eternal, unbreakable covenant with us through Jesus Christ.



March 7, 2012
“I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”

- 1 Corinthians 2:3-5

Too often we make witnessing or evangelism into some kind of a slick five step program or bulletproof logical system. Well, the truth is there are an awful lot of programs and systems out there, and many of them are very polished and convincing. No, our Gospel must be more. The difference is that our message is not only backed up, but also delivered by the power of the Holy Spirit. If your witness for Christ is only a bunch of head knowledge or memorized steps, then you have not yet begun to witness. To reach others, we must rely on God’s power and not our wisdom. This truth does not release us from responsibility, however. We need to know, study, and learn as much as possible. Not for the purpose of being smarter than the one we are witnessing to, but for the purpose of drawing closer to God. Our learning must move from our head to our heart. This is the core difference between reading a Bible and doing a devotion. Devotions are meant not only to challenge our mind, but to change our heart. When we begin to do this, we will also begin to have an even more powerful witness for our Savior. Lord, let us be devout students of Your Word, so that we can begin to speak with Your wisdom and not our own.



February 29, 2012


“For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them-- yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.” – 1 Corinthians 15:9-10

We often get confused about what it means to have Godly humility and Godly pride. Godly humility is not concentrating on your imperfection or putting yourself down in front of others. In fact, this is offensive to God. If you have received Jesus Christ as your Savior, you are God’s child and He takes great delight in you. Humility is knowing that, without Christ, you would be condemned, but with Christ you are beautiful and dearly loved. This Godly view of loving ourselves is the basis on which we are called to love others (Matthew 22:39). Related to this idea is the idea of Godly pride. It is perfectly good to be proud of the things that God is accomplishing through us; as long as we understand, with Godly humility, that we would accomplish nothing apart from Him. Not only is it okay to be proud of Christ’s work through us, but we should actually boast about all Christ as done for us (Galatians 6:14). So Godly humility and Godly pride come down to knowing that we are nothing apart from Christ, but in Christ we are beloved children of The Almighty God. Lord, we thank You for Your incredible love and salvation that has made us everything we are.


February 22, 2012
“He must become greater; I must become less.” – John 3:30

The very best witness to an unbeliever is the undeniable reality of a miraculously changed life. When we try, through our own effort, to adhere to some religious standard, even a religious standard based on Jesus as the model, we will only attract people who are looking for some new philosophy to adhere to. However, to lead people to a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ, there must be a divine intervention by all mighty God. The goal of every Christian is not just to live like Christ, but to allow Christ to completely replace the old “self.” John the Baptist explained it by saying “He must become greater; I must become less”. This should be the prayer of every believer, because the only Christ that many people will ever see is the Christ that shines through you and me. Lord, remake us in a profound way that can only point to the power, greatness, mercy, sacrifice, and love of Your Son Jesus Christ.


February 15, 2012
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” – Romans 3:23-24

In Christianity we often talk about the free gift of grace and how it is so easy and simple to receive. However, there is great depth and even difficulty about it. To accept this free gift, one must essentially say “I am completely destitute. There is nothing I can do to save myself. The only hope for me to be rescued is the grace of God through Christ!” This is difficult because our pride keeps us from reaching this point. There is still some shred of us that believes we are good enough on our own. Oswald Chambers once wrote, “The greatest blessing spiritually is the knowledge that we are destitute; until we get there, Our Lord is powerless. He can do nothing for us if we think we are sufficient of ourselves.” To truly accept the salvation that comes from Jesus Christ, we must first truly accept the fact that there is nothing we can do to save ourselves. Lord, we thank You for Your incredible grace. May we each accept it in complete humility.





February 8, 2012
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” – Hebrews 6:10

Working for God’s Kingdom usually doesn’t result in great earthly accolades. We don’t walk down red carpets, appear on late night talk shows, or hoist huge trophies over our heads in front of thousands of fans. In fact, many people have devoted their lives to serving God’s people and have never received any recognition at all. This just doesn’t seem fair. Isn’t doing God’s eternal work more important than singing a pop song or catching a football? Yes, it is! But don’t worry. Even though this world is unjust, God is not unjust. God remembers every little thing you have done for Him and His people. From the Sunday school class you taught, to the work day you showed up for, to the time you cleaned the church bathroom. God remembers. And God has a reward waiting for you that is far beyond any trophy, red carpet, or television appearance this world could ever hand out. Lord, we thank You that You never forget the love we show You by helping your people. Let that thought encourage us to continue in Your work.



February 1, 2012
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” – 1 Corinthians 10:31




Last week we talked about the fact that God is pleased when we live our moment-by-moment lives for Him, just as much as he is pleased with our “spiritual” activities throughout the week. However, there is another great truth to 1 Corinthians 10:31. That truth is that God loves to use the things in our life that we love to do. What do you love to do? What is your passion? It can be anything from fishing to drag racing to scrapbooking; God wants you to do that for Him. So often the things we enjoy in life end up drawing us away from God so that they quickly become sinful. The reason this happens is because we do not realize that those things can and should be done with Kingdom purposes. Use your fishing trip to share Christ with a friend. Use your musical talents to perform at a nursing home. Use your love of movies to begin a spiritual conversation with a friend. Whatever you love to do, it can be done for God. And when you begin to practice this truth, serving God becomes an amazing amount of fun. He gave you your passions and He wants to use them to do incredible things. Lord, let our lives be filled with incredible joy as we do everything for You.

January 25, 2012
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” – 1 Corinthians 10:31
I think we too often categorize our activities throughout the week, thinking that there are certain “spiritual” things that we do for the glory of God, and then there are other everyday, mundane things that God is not really concerned with. But the truth is, God is interested in every part of our life, especially the everyday, mundane things. We think God is impressed with lengthy prayers or tearful times of worship, when maybe God is much more concerned with how we treat our waitress at lunch or the five minutes we take to talk to our neighbor after a long day at work. I am convinced that the greatest glory is brought to God when Christians live out their Christianity in the smallest details of life, and especially in everyday relationships. Lord, let every aspect of our lives bring glory to Your Name.



January 18, 2012
“The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.” – Proverbs 23:24

There is great truth to this proverb. It is a very powerful thing for a father to have pride in a righteous and wise son. In fact, it is a great joy for any parent to see their child grow up to be righteous and wise. However, the principle behind this proverb does not only apply to parents and children. The reason parents have great joy when their children become successful adults, is that they know what a crucial role they were able to play in that child’s life. I believe this joy is something God wants us to feel even if we do not have children. God wants us to invest in others. He wants us to sacrifice and give in order to help someone else grow and develop. Whether it is a child, a relative, or a coworker, we should be investing in others in hopes that they would grow righteous and wise. When they do, you can beam with pride, knowing that you were able to play at least a small role in their development. Lord, help us to sacrifice in order to invest in others, because you gave everything in order to invest in us for all eternity.


January 11, 2012
“…I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” – Galatians 2:20


I believe most our disobedience and disbelief could be cured if we only truly understood who Christ is and what He has done for us. If we could simply get one glimpse of heaven and one glimpse of hell, realizing that we belong in hell but through Christ’s sacrifice are given the free gift of heaven, then obedience, belief, and worship would be second nature to us. Lord, please make the truths of heaven, hell, and the Cross clearer to us every day; and help us to better understand the incredible power of redemption through Your Son, Jesus Christ.

January 4, 2012
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17


What does it mean to be a new creation? It means that Jesus Christ has replaced your old, sinful heart with a brand new Christ-like heart. Very literally, the core of who you are is brand new. Even though this renewal is not physical, that does mean it does not have physical manifestations. A saved soul will always be seen in that person’s life. Some people see instant change in behavior. Other people experience a change in thinking that slowly affects their behavior over time, bringing their actions into alignment with the will of God. Either way, however, a change must take place. While on this earth, we cannot separate our soul from our body. Therefore, a new creation of soul will always result in a new creation of life and actions. Does your life reflect your change of heart? Lord, work such an incredible work within us that our outward actions could not help but be affected.


December 21, 2011
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Chris the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’” – Luke 2:8-14




The fact that Jesus was born in Bethlehem in a stable is no secret this time of year. Everyone knows the story and everyone knows that this is why we celebrate Christmas. So what is missing? How come not everyone gives their lives over to follow Jesus? Well, even though we all talk about the fact that Jesus was born, we still seem to forget the Gospel (which means “good news”) on Christmas. The real good news is not that some historical character was born. If we miss who Jesus was, and what he came to accomplish, then His birth becomes meaningless as well. The good news, according to the angels, is that the Savior was born. He came to save everyone from death and condemnation. How could He do this? Because, according to the angels, He was “The Lord!” God Himself stepped down into a broken, filthy, hurting world in order to rescue his beloved people. Now that is good news! When Jesus was born, it was announced by prophets, angels, and even the stars in the sky. Everyone from shepherds to kings came to worship Him. This Christmas, don’t just settle for saying “Jesus was born.” It is our responsibility to tell the rest of the story to everyone we can. Because there in lies the true good news of Christmas! Lord, let us continue the legacy that the angels initiated that night and proclaim the good news of our Savior to everyone we meet.





December 14, 2011


“Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” – Galatians 6:2




One of the biggest questions that we ask God is “why is there suffering?” We ask this question in many different forms, ranging from “why me?!” to “why do bad things happen to good people?” Even though we live in a broken world, and suffering is the result of sin, we will never fully understand exact circumstances that God allows. However, I believe it is always fruitful to ask what can be accomplished through this suffering. God often uses the darkest times in our lives to teach us the deepest truths. In addition to this, I believe it is sad that we seldom look at suffering in someone’s life as an opportunity to show God’s love. When someone is hurting, whether physically, emotionally or spiritually, they are often left alone. As selfish people, the last thing we want to do is share in someone else’s suffering. However, when someone is hurting, we have a great opportunity to show God’s love to them. I believe one reason why God allows suffering is so that we can learn to love and minister to one another. So ask yourself today, “Who am I avoiding because I know they are suffering?” and then begin to look for opportunities to show them God’s love in the midst of their pain. Lord, let us be instruments of peace and love in the midst of a suffering world.





November 30, 2011


“He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” – Luke 10:2




Would you go to work on the first day and tell the boss exactly what you would and would not be doing that day? Would you have the audacity to make up your own job description on the spot to suit whatever you wanted? Well, that is exactly what we do with God all the time. The reason Luke 10:2 says that the workers are few is because very few Christians approach God, ready to do what He asks. Instead, through our prayers and actions, we constantly say “here is what I want to do,” and “this is what would be best for my life.” When we do this, God often allows it because of His incredible patience. However, this kind of approach puts a road block between us and God’s true purposes for our life. Do we ask God how He would like to use us? Or do we even consult God at all before setting out on our day? If you want to be useful for God’s Kingdom, begin each day by saying: “Lord, here I am. I’m Your worker. How would You like me to be used today?”





November 16, 2011


“Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?” – Ezekiel 18:23




We all have those people in our lives that, for whatever reason, have caused us a lot of pain and grief. These people live in opposition to God’s good plan and, therefore, cause trouble for themselves and everyone around them. Maybe it is someone at work, maybe it is a neighbor, or maybe it is a family member. As humans, we often wish for God to remove those people from our lives at the very least, and sometimes we even long for God’s vengeance on those who have seriously injured us. But is this God’s heart? God is just, and the wicked will be punished if they continue in their wickedness. However, God always longs for each person to come to repentance rather than continue in their wickedness and be punished. That should be our heart as well. This is what Jesus meant when he said we should love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us (Matthew 5:44). We do not pray for them to live long happy lives in their wickedness. Instead, we pray that God would touch their hearts and they would come to repentance. After all, the only thing better than getting rid of an enemy is gaining a brother or sister in Christ! Lord, replace our desire for vengeance with a heart that longs for people to come to repentance.



November 2, 2011

“Our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.” – 1 Thessalonians 1:5

When we are witnesses for God, whether preaching the Word or sharing our testimony, something supernatural takes place. The Holy Spirit goes out to touch hearts and speak to souls. Our actual words are not nearly as important as the condition of our hearts when we share the Gospel. If we share God’s love with pure hearts, then God’s Spirit goes out and does the actual work of the ministry. It happens this way because only God can change hearts and save souls; we do not possess that kind of power on our own.



October 26, 2011


“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28



We never need to question the circumstances God allows in our lives. Each time, place, and person that moves through our lives is part of God’s divine purpose for us. Now, not everything in our lives is good, but God, in His unfathomable sovereignty, has the power to bring about good from even the worst circumstances. However, this promise is only for those who are called according to His purpose. We were meant to do the work of God. If you spend your life waiting for God to call you to some ministry, then you will be missing the ministry He has for you to do right here and now. God wants you to do His work in the place and circumstances you find yourself in today, that is why He has placed you there. Lord, show us the opportunities to touch lives for Your Kingdom in every moment of our lives.





October 19, 2011


“Come near to God and he will come near to you…” – James 4:8




As Christians, we cannot be satisfied with simply hearing the truth. Hearing truth does not bring us closer to God. We must act upon that truth. James 4:8 requires action on our part. We must come near to God. The truth we hear from a sermon or a Bible study must manifest itself in the daily actions of our lives. Truth that you hear but do not put into practice becomes wasted truth in your live. It is worthless for your Spiritual growth. In another place, James puts it this way: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22). By hearing truth and following it up with action, we draw closer to God. And if we draw closer to God, the Scripture promises He will not hide or move away, but He will draw closer to us. And the thought of God drawing close to me is a privilege I cannot even begin to fathom. Lord, let us be a church of truth AND action.





October 12, 2011


“If you love me, you will obey what I command.” – John 14:15




Obedience and salvation do not always go together. For instance, you can be obedient to God’s laws, but not have a personal relationship with Him. This was “the righteousness of the Pharisees” (Matthew 5:20). However, it is also possible to trust in Jesus for your eternal salvation and yet continue to live in disobedience to Him in many areas of your life. This will get you to heaven, but only as “one escaping through the flames” (1 Corinthians 3:15). Both of these options are possible, but the first leads to death and the second results in a miserable existence. In contrast, when your salvation is matches with heart-felt obedience, you begin to experience the miraculous and dynamic existence God intended for His children. Lord, give us the wisdom and strength to live out our love for You through obedience to Your Word.





October 5, 2011


“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.” – 1 Corinthians 6:19-20




One big step toward living out God’s purpose in your life is to realize you are not your own. When you accepted Christ’s sacrifice as the payment for your sin, you gave yourself over to God…you were bought at the price of Jesus’ blood. So after that, your life is not really about you. Your comfort and pleasure are all to be forgotten for the purpose of serving Jesus Christ. Now this may sound like a life of misery, but nothing could be further from the truth. In God’s system, it is only by giving up your self and all its desires that you find true peace and joy. This is what Christ meant when he said “whoever loses his life for me will save it” (Luke 9:24). However, this means the opposite is also true. If you continue to live a self-centered life, only fulfilling your own wants and desires, you will, in the end, live a life of misery. So, “choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). Lord, lead us to die daily to ourselves, so that we may live abundantly in You.





September 28, 2011


“Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” – 1 Thessalonians 1:4




Faith does not guarantee blessings; it draws us closer to God. Drawing closer to God is always a blessing in itself, but the process is not always perceived as blessing. Drawing closer to Him means trials and testing. Drawing closer to Him means bringing to light the evils that still reside within our hearts. These things are often difficult and unpleasant, so don’t expect a life of sweet comfort simply because you have faith. However, having a faith that draws you closer to God does allow you to live above circumstances; with power, purpose, and eternal hope. Lord, strengthen our faith and draw us closer to you.





September 14, 2011


“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” – Hebrews 11:6




Faith is to our spirit what wisdom is to our mind. Faith guides in all of the actions of the spirit, and the more we have, the better decisions we make. Both faith and wisdom are gifts from God, but they do not simply fall from the sky. They are developed through experience with Him. Faith is not blind or ignorant, but, like wisdom, is based on what we know and what we have experienced. Therefore, if you want more faith, you must spend more time with God and let Him teach you. Lord, open our eyes to the things that will strengthen our faith.





September 7, 2011


“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” – Galatians 2:20




Living for God’s purposes is not really about “what can I do for God?” It is more about “what is God going to do with me?” We must begin with the mindset that our plans and goals will lead us nowhere. But if you allow God to completely take over your life, He will accomplish incredible things that you could have never imagined. Lord, take our lives and accomplish awesome things for Your Kingdom!





August 31, 2011


“You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man's life is but a breath…Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and fro: He bustles about, but only in vain; he heaps up wealth, not knowing who will get it. But now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope is in you.” – Psalm 39:5-7




A couple of weeks ago, I got a call from the young man who was the ring bearer at our wedding. He was calling to see if my daughters would be the flower girls at his wedding! Instances like these make me very aware of how fast our lives on this earth go by. The psalmist says it well when he declares, “Each man’s life is but a breath.” This thought can quickly become depressing. If everything we work for and all we amass in life will end quickly, what is the point? Is there any hope? Well, the psalmist also gives us the answer to that question. The only way to live this life is with hope in the Lord. In God, our life, our relationships, and our achievements for the Kingdom can all last for eternity. So how are you using the short time you are given? Are you wasting your “breath” amassing things that will perish? Or are you putting your hope for eternal significance in the hands of God and living this life for His Kingdom? Lord, teach us to use this fleeting life to accomplish works of eternal significance.



August 24, 2011


“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” – 1 John 3:18




Jesus makes it very clear that true love for Him must manifest itself in our lives. Jesus says three times, “Do you love me? Then feed my sheep” (John 21), and elsewhere “If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15). We are not allowed to love Jesus simply in theory. To love Him means to love through our actions. Loving Christ with all your mind, with all your heart, and with all your soul will always result in showing that love with all of who you are. Lord, place such an incredible love for You within us that it shines brightly in every aspect of our lives.





July 26, 2011


“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18




Prayer is one constant throughout all circumstances in life. Sometimes we are called to action, sometimes we are called to be still, sometimes we are called to speak up, and sometimes we are called to be silent…but we are always called to pray. It is the appropriate response to every situation. Lord, give us hearts that long to speak with You no matter what the day brings.



July 5, 2011


“Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as he did-- with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses.” – 2 Kings 23:25




Josiah was a pretty incredible king. For decades Judah was ruled by evil king after evil king. There were horrible things going on in the land, including prostitution and infant sacrifice. However, when Josiah become king, he tore down all the idols, destroyed the places where evil sacrifices were taking place, and single-handedly turned an entire nation back to the one true God. And Josiah was only eight years old when he became king! Now you may not be a king, and you may not have the power to destroy all the evil you see around you. But take a moment and think with me: how could you change your world for God if you devoted your heart, soul, and strength to Him every day? Even though we are not all kings, we all have a sphere of influence. And we can do great things for God within that sphere as long as we are whole-heartedly devoted to Him. Lord, help each of us to daily turn to You with all our heart, soul, and strength so that we can lead those around us back to You.



June 28, 2011


“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” – Hebrews 10:23-25




I have been out of town for the last couple weeks, (as you have probably noticed by the absence of weekly devotionals from me). I was away for both work and fun: going on a mission trip, attending a family reunion for a couple days, and taking my very last seminary class in Denver. Each experience was very different, but one thing stuck out to me the whole time I was gone: I really missed my family and my church. Sure, I saw my family in between trips, and of course I was here Sunday mornings. But seeing my family a little in the evenings is not near enough for me. Likewise, fellowship with my church family only once a week is not enough. I have always longed to lead a church that people attend because they love being together, not because any sense of duty or guilt. I hope you are part of our church because of the strength you receive from meeting with your brothers and sisters. If you have felt a little off lately, or down, or like things are not going your way, maybe you should make a new effort to meet more regularly with your church family. God never designed us to go through this life alone. We need one another, which means, not only are you missing the encouragement you need to thrive, but others are missing the encouragement you can offer them. So let’s not give up meeting together, but instead, let’s regularly lift up and encourage one another so we can all live the abundant life God has planned for us! Lord, I thank You so much for my brothers and sisters at Mesa Christian Fellowship. Their love and encouragement gives me great strength to continue your work. I pray that I could offer the same to them.





June 7, 2011


“Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” – Genesis 5:24




The amazing thing about Enoch was not that he escaped natural death. The amazing thing about Enoch was that he walked with God while still on this earth. You see, the true test of our devotion to God does not come in some great moment of bravery or heroism. It comes by daily walking close to him through all the seasons of life. Many people believe that they would show great devotion to God at the moment in time when their life depends on it. However, those moments are seldom at best and most of us will never be given that opportunity. We are not told of any great exploits or heroic moments from Enoch’s life. Enoch simply spent every moment walking close to God. This is true devotion. Lord, teach us to be true children of God by walking hand in hand with You every moment of our life.

May 31, 2011

“Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.” – John 11:5-6


Because God exists outside our understanding of time, and because we cannot escape the forward movement of time, it is often difficult to understand God’s timing in certain matters. Sometimes He remains silent for long periods and sometimes He is still when we think He should act. Not only is God not bound by our schedule, but He is not bound by time at all. So we will never understand God’s timing as long as we are bound by time and He is not. However, we can always rest assured “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). This is true even when we don’t understand how He does it! Lord, give us peace in the midst of your silence and stillness, being confident in Your love for us.


May 24, 2011

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” – John 14:21


Obedience is the key that unlocks further revelations from God. If you think about it, why would God reveal more to you if you are doing nothing with what He has already shown you? This is why certain things are hidden from the learned and yet revealed to the simple (Matthew 11:25). Study and knowledge are beneficial, but certain things can only be revealed through a life of obedience. Obedience does not simply give us a better understanding about God, but it brings us closer to the very person of God. Lord, give us hearts that draw close to You through the way we live our daily lives.



May 17, 2011

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” – 2 Corinthians 5:21


The idea that Jesus Christ carried the Sin of the world on his shoulders to the cross is a hard concept to grasp. He did not simply go to the cross for individual sins, though they also were conquered there. He went to the cross to destroy the legacy of Sin: all that Sin was, and is, and ever will be in this world. This is hard to comprehend, but important to see because Christ not only forgave us for our sins, but released us from the grasp of Sin. He died so that we might live in Him instead of in bondage to Sin. It is not only my sin or your sin that is forgiven by the cross, but Sin and all its power has been conquered for all eternity. Now, that is truly Good News! Lord, we can never thank You enough for Jesus, His death on the cross, and His resurrection.



May 10, 2011

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” – Galatians 2:20


Many “admirers” of Jesus say that he was simply a great moral teacher. The problem with this is that no one has ever lived up to the moral teaching of Jesus. Jesus claimed he brought the Gospel, which means “good news.” However, a moral standard of perfection that no one can live up to is not good news at all, but would only bring failure and despair to those who hope to accomplish it. No, Jesus Christ’s message is one of new birth; a message of supernatural cleansing of sin offered freely to all mankind. This is truly “good news!” Lord, thank you for giving Jesus’ life in order to rescue ours.


May 3, 2011

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” – Romans 5:12


Sin is really the act of making ourselves into our own god. Everything we recognize as sin actually springs from this core problem. So a man who lives a very moral life in order to show everyone how wonderful he is really comes out no better than a common criminal, because both men have made themselves a god and refused to acknowledge the True God. This is the sin we all carry with us through Adam’s original rebellion. He thought he knew better than God, making himself out to be his own god. We all struggle with this today and it is exactly what leads us to commit the individual sins that we struggle with. Sound horrible? Well, then you can join with Paul in saying “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25). Lord, through our new life in Jesus Christ, gently teach us to turn away from the idol of self and worship You as the only True God.


April 26, 2011

“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” – Ephesians 5:21



In Ephesians Chapter 5, Paul discusses the duties of both husbands and wives. However, very few people realize this section of Scripture begins with the phrase “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Paul knew that the foundation of the marriage relationship must be a desire within both partners to serve one another out of their respect for Christ and His teaching. Jesus taught that, to truly be great, we must learn to become a servant (Matthew 23:11-12). He also taught that if He, as God in the flesh, washed his disciples feet, we should never refuse to serve one another (John 13:14-15). The reason marriages fail is that people go into them looking to be served, and not to be a servant. The same can be said with our everyday relationships. We often gravitate towards those we get the most from. We very seldom look to see how we can serve those around us. But you may ask, “Why do I need to submit to and serve others.” Well, Paul would say that we should do it out of reverence for Christ. Because Jesus Christ, “who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8). If that was what Christ did for the dirtiest sinners, who are we to think we are better than Him by refusing to serve our brothers and sisters? Lord, fill us with the attitude of Your Son Jesus Christ, so that we would be humble and attentive to serve the needs of those around us.


April 19, 2011

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” – Matthew 28:18-20


The mistake we have often made in modern American Christianity is to believe people need to come to church to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, the truth is very few people will simply stroll through the doors of our church looking for Jesus. Most people who hear and respond to the Gospel do so through friends and family members living out their daily lives outside the walls of the church. This makes sense, because Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples, not sit around and wait for them to come to us. This misunderstanding can often lead us to miss the true beauty of Easter Sunday. We often look forward to Easter because we know there will be many visitors coming into our church that day. But the real beauty of Easter is the Resurrection. You see, because we serve a risen Savior, we have the power to share the Gospel everywhere we go, not just at church. When Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples, He also promised He would always be with us. This is the beauty of Easter; not that many people will come to our church, but that Christ has risen to walk along side us as we go out and meet those people where they are the other 364 days of the year. Lord, let us lovingly welcome all those who join us this Easter, but more importantly, empower us to take You to all those who will never darken the doors of a church.

April 12, 2011


“The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, ‘He's dead.’ But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why couldn't we drive it out?’ He replied, ‘This kind can come out only by prayer.’” – Mark 9:26-29



We get in trouble when we go out and try to do God’s work armed with the “idea” of God instead of the power of God. We often carry out our lives based on what we know of God…and what we know of God is definitely important for our faith. However, if we are daily striving to accomplish the impossible that God calls us to, we must have more than knowledge about God; we must have the Spirit of God living in us and working through us. And this kind of power only comes from close communion with Him. Lord, let our fellowship with You be intimate so that our work for You is powerful.





April 5, 2011

“(Jesus) replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’” – Luke 11:28

I love anytime I get to buy a new tool. My favorite kind of tools are specialty tools, which are specifically designed to fulfill a unique purpose. These are interesting to me because the real value in a tool is the job it performs. If it is not used for its intended purpose, it is simply a worthless piece of metal. In a similar way, the commands of the Lord have their true beauty when they are put into practice. In the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20), Jesus does not tell us to teach others His commands, but to teach others to obey His commands. Abundant life is not found in simply knowing what God teaches us, but putting it into practice. Only then will we truly experience all the peace and joy that our Heavenly Father has in store for us. Lord, help us to not only learn Your commands, but to obey them so that we may be put to great use for Your Kingdom.

March 29, 2011

“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 'What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'?” – Isaiah 45:9

Almost all Christians want to serve God, but many of us want to serve on our own terms. We want to work for Him, but only in the positions we choose. This is really not serving God at all. Instead, it is using the idea of God to serve ourselves. To truly be God’s we must submit completely, even to the personal and sometimes painful shaping of our own lives. Lord, mold us into useful vessels for You.

March 22, 2011

“Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come follow me.’” – Mark 10:21

There is a difference between believing Christ and following Christ. You can believe Christ for your salvation and yet never abandon everything to follow Him. The tragedy of this is a wasted life, a wasted salvation, a talent that was taken and buried in the ground. Believing in Christ for salvation is easy, because it is a free gift. It really costs us nothing because Christ paid the price in full. However, taking up your cross daily and following Him requires sacrifice and hard work. But you have not even begun to live the Christian life and you will never experience abundant life until you leave all behind to truly follow Christ. Lord, give us the strength and passion to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow You.

March 15, 2011
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” – Matthew 5:23-24

The Christian life is constant preparation for the next adventure with God. We never reach the end of our growing in Him. We may enter His presence one day with a pure heart, but that does not mean our heart will remain pure until our next meeting. We must let God continually search our hearts and teach us to reconcile lives and relationships in order to heal our souls. Search us, O God, and know our hearts; test us and know our anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. (Psalm 138:23-24)

March 8, 2011

“As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’”

– Luke 17:12-13

People who receive the greatest blessing from Christ are people who understand Him as “Master.” In a country where we pride ourselves on freedom, individualism, and independence, we do not like the idea of a “Master.” But this is unfortunate, because we miss the blessings Jesus the Master has to offer. I like to think of Jesus as the master craftsman. Sure, he does want complete control over his creation, but not for the purpose of beating us into a mold or stamping us out in cookie-cutter fashion. He wants complete control so that He can masterfully form us into the beautiful, incredible work of art that He longs for us to be. In this way, Jesus as Master is a beautiful thing. He wants to accomplish in our lives the things we have no power to accomplish on our own…beautiful, wonderful things! Lord, let us submit to You and be pliable in Your hands so that You can make us into the wonderful work of art that You planned us to be from the beginning.


March 1, 2011

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” – Matthew 5:48

As Christians, we are not called to simply live good lives, but Godly lives. Good is not enough. Many people are able to live good lives without ever knowing Christ or being reconciled to God. If good lives were all God wanted for us, He didn’t need to send His son. A Godly life is different. A Godly life is supernatural. Godly living accomplishes things that we could never accomplish on our own. I cannot accomplish Godly living; Christ must accomplish it through me. And this leads me to the second thing that is important about Godly living: it points others to Christ. If I can live a good life, people will look to me and admire me. If I live a Godly life, it requires Christ and, therefore, He must get the glory instead of me. Lord, live through us so that all will see You.


February 22, 2011

“You are those who have stood by me in my trials.” – Luke 22:28


I believe the common view of Christ is somewhat backwards. We view Christ as one who walks with us wherever we go. The problem with this view is that it leads to the idea that we can just stumble around through life and Christ is simply there to clean up the messes we make. Instead, we should view life as us following Christ. Figure out what He is doing and get on board. This makes for a much more productive Christian life. Lord, show us what You are doing, and then give us the strength, wisdom, and courage to go with You.

February 15, 2011

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” – Matthew 6:6


When we pray, I think God is much more concerned with our spiritual posture than He is our physical posture. Some people pray on their knees, some pray with their hands lifted to heaven. Some people pray with a hidden inner voice, others pray out loud. What is important is the heart that is behind that prayer. This is the main theme of what Jesus teaches in Matthew 6. He is concerned with the motive that drives our prayer much more than the way we pray. At the heart of every prayer should be a longing to fellowship with God. God’s concern with the heart behind the prayer is so intense that He will even fill in the blanks and correct the mistakes in our words when we come with the proper motive (Romans 8:26). In all things, not just prayer, God can see past our mistakes and overcome our weaknesses if we simply come with a heart sold out for His purposes. This, then, is the heart that receives answers to every prayer, because this heart is in tune with the will of God. Lord, let us enter every prayer with a pure heart that longs each day for Your fellowship and Your will.



February 8, 2011


“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” – Matthew 24:12-13


Love is the spiritual sun that heats our world. Where love is prevalent, people grow and flourish to their fullest potential. Where love is absent, a stark winter landscape is created in which there is no warmth for even the strongest soul to thrive. According to Matthew chapter 24, the wickedness of many is the storm that tries so hard to blot out that wonderful sun of love. However, we as believers are the ones who endure to the end. Even in the darkest of storms, we refuse to let our light be snuffed out, because it is that warmth of love that will guide others to know our Savior. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). So do not let the wicked storms of this life force your love to grow cold. Instead, stand firm until the end so that those lost in the blizzard of evil can find their way home to Christ. Lord, fill us with Your love so that we may bring warmth to a cold and dying world.



February 1, 2011


“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” – Galatians 3:28-29


February is “Black History” month. We have deemed it necessary in America to revisit and celebrate the contributions of black Americans, because there was a time in our country when a black person was considered less than human. This would have been a shameful practice for any country, but especially one that had its foundations in Christian principles. From the very beginning of the Bible, God teaches us that all men are one race, descended from Adam. The Bible also teaches that God is the God of every nation. God makes it very clear in His Word that His desire is for unity among all men. Because of this, the enemy has worked from the very beginning to plant seeds of fear and hatred among mankind. This irrational fear is often based solely on the color of another person’s skin. Bigotry does not come from God, but is the product of sin. It is always sinful for one man to consider another “less than human,” or even less than himself. Therefore, when Christ comes into someone’s life and re-creates them in his own likeness, there is no longer any place for prejudice. In Christ, all men of all different classes, races, and backgrounds can come together in complete unity. When someone is a Christian, they are a child of God. Therefore, because of creation we are all the same race, but because of Christ we are family. Lord, let your love shine to the world through the unity of your Church.



January 25, 2011

“Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.” – 2 Corinthians 4:2



Today I would like to present you with a simple yet vital truth: There is no room for dishonesty, underhandedness, trickery, or ill-gotten gain in the man or woman of God. The end does not justify the means. No matter what you are trying to accomplish, if people find out you have been dishonest along the way, you will have lost their trust. When trust is lost, so is integrity. Without integrity, you will be ineffective in their lives. No amount of craftiness will ever be as effective for the Kingdom as a life lived in integrity. As Saint Francis of Assisi once said “Preach the Gospel at all time and if necessary use word.” Lord, help us to be honest and trustworthy in all our dealings, so that we might be an effective witness for you.



January 18, 2011


“Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a ‘fool’ so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight…” – 1 Corinthians 3:18-19


Following Christ often means we are called to do things exactly opposite of what our worldly wisdom would tell us to do. The wisdom of this world tells us to proceed only when we have thought everything through to the very end and have considered all possibilities. If you are relying completely on your own power and wisdom, this is good advice. However, as Christians, we have made a decision to operate in God’s realm, not our own. In spiritual matters, the end is not always clear and our best intellect may not give us the answers we search for. The answers come through obedience. Oswald Chambers once said “You cannot think a spiritual muddle clear, you must obey it clear.” When we walk in Christ, situations are often unclear and the only thing we can discern is the very next step. But that is okay, because the very next step is all we really need to know. This stepping out in faith, one foot at a time, slowly clarifies the situation. Often times, we do not understand before we proceed, but we understand as we proceed. This is obedience…this is faith. Lord, give us the faith to take each step.



January 11, 2011


“‘You don't know what you are asking,’ Jesus said to them…” – Matthew 20:22


Part of growing in our Christian experience is enduring times of darkness and confusion. We cannot always see what God is doing. Our finite minds will not always be able to reconcile God’s promises with His providence. The test is one of faith. Do you stick with God even when you don’t understand what He is doing? On the other side of the darkness and confusion there is a greater relationship with Christ just waiting to be discovered. Lord, let our faith be grounded always in You and never in our own understanding.



January 4, 2011


“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.” – John 13:14



It should be the goal of every Christian to grow to the point where ministering to others naturally flows from within us. So often we think we need just the right place and just the right circumstances in order to be a minister for Christ. Or sometimes we think we cannot do anything for God unless we have all the right tools to accomplish the task. However, some of the most powerful ministry and teaching Christ ever did, he did with a towel and some water. We can be prepared to minister to anyone at any time by staying closely connected with God. If we are walking close to Him every moment of the day, the passion and the provision will always be present to show the love of Christ to those around us. Lord let our walk with You be so intimate that Your ministry flows from us as naturally as our own breath.


December 28, 2010


“…put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” – Ephesians 4:24




There is a very important truth that we Christians often miss. The Bible tells us that “if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This is not only important for our eternity, but for our daily living. Many of us view ourselves as horrible, evil people who are trying to live the right way, but instead we always revert back to our “true self” when we sin. However, this is the opposite of the truth. When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, we are a new creation. We are made perfect in Christ. All of us do continue to sin from time to time, but this sin is now defying our true self, not giving in to it! As we close one year and begin another, let us be mindful of this truth each day. We need to wake up every morning and “put on” the new self, which is created in righteousness and holiness. If we can do this every day, we will find that, by this time next year, we will look a lot more like who we truly are: a new creation in Christ! Lord, every day let the new man live and the old man die so that we can walk, talk, and act like the person you have re-created us to be.





December 21, 2010


“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.” – Luke 2:6-16




This story has been told so many times in our lives, I fear it has lost its incredible joy, wonder, and amazement. Who can comprehend the God of all creation, the Alpha and Omega, stepping down from His glory to take on the form of a man?! And not just any man, but a little baby, laid to sleep in a feed bunk for animals. This was not simply a special child, or even an important king. This was God Himself, come down to save His dearly beloved people from their sins. Spend some time this Christmas meditating on the magnitude of that amazing night. The night that Jesus Christ, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:6-7). Lord, fill our hearts with unspeakable joy as we celebrate the night You took on our likeness in order to save us from our sin.





December 14, 2010


“But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”

– John 4:14




I love the image of Christ’s followers being wells. Wells are a wonderful thing. They bring water to thirsty people. However, just like we spoke about last week, the well is not the source. The well brings water to light that is often hidden deep within the earth. Likewise, the Christian is called to bring to light the love of God through Christ that is often unseen by the world. Christ has chosen us as His instruments (1 Corinthians 12:27). I am often amazed at this fact. We are so weak and inefficient when it comes to sharing God with the people around us. God could get a lot more done if He would simply bypass us. The source of the water could burst through the ground and flood the land…but it doesn’t. It gently rises to the surface through a well. And people come to the well to get nourishment. Don’t cap off your well! God has chosen you to share His living water with a thirsty world. What an honor! Let’s not forsake it. Lord, let us each be a well filled with Your living water so that all those around could look to us and discover eternal life in You.





December 7, 2010


“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” – John 7:38




Rivers and streams have incredible power. They can carve out the toughest rock or they can gently water the most beautiful valley. Wherever there are rivers on our planet, life springs up around them. A river, however, is not a force in itself. Any river is only as strong as the source that is supplying it. Likewise, we, as followers of Jesus Christ, have incredible power to change the landscape around us and bring life wherever we go. But this is never done under our own power. We are only as strong as our source. The living water that flows from us must come from Christ. Because of this, we must be constantly tapped into Him if we are going to have eternal purpose for our daily lives. Lord, fill us with torrents of living water so that we may change the world around us and bring life to a parched land.





November 30, 2010 

“Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter. ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.’” – Matthew 26:40-41 



This scene in the garden of Gethsemane shows us the importance of Christ’s words to his followers. If the disciples had known what intense trials were waiting just around the corner, they never would have fallen asleep but instead would have prayed earnestly with Christ. I am sure they had prayed with Christ many times and probably thought tonight was no different than those other occasions. However, they had begun to take the words of their master for granted and they became somewhat numb to His commands. This small lapse in diligence cost them dearly when the troubles began. You see, only Christ knows what waits for us in the future and, therefore, only Christ has the infinite wisdom to know what we should do in the present to be prepared. So when Christ teaches us to pray, or encourages us to care for the down-trodden, or calls us to keep watch with Him, by all means, do it! Because we never know how He is working in the present to prepare us for the future. 



Lord, help us to hear Your words, recognize their importance, and respond in faith. 








November 23, 2010


“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18




Entitlement has become a huge dilemma in our culture. Americans seem to believe they deserve many things simply because they live in America. Now I believe every human has certain rights because we are made in the image of God. However, a new car, a huge house, a cell phone, and a flat screen TV are not included in those basic human rights. The biggest problem with the entitlement mentality, however, is that we begin to apply it to God. We begin to believe we deserve something from God. Well, the truth is we do deserve something from God: Romans 3:23 says that every one of us has sinned and Romans 6:23 says that the wages of sin is death. You see, we don’t really want what we deserve from God or we would be in serious trouble. God does not owe us anything, and He has already given us abundantly more than we could ever ask for or even imagine. Therefore, I believe thankfulness is a choice. Thankfulness does depend on our circumstances, because even the most wealthy and powerful people in the world can find reasons to complain. Thankfulness means that we look at life with the proper perspective, realizing how much grace, mercy, and love God has already poured out on us and how much He plans to pour out on us in the future. With that in mind, each one of us should be joyful always, pray continually, and give thanks in all circumstances. After all, this joyful, thankful life of close relationship to God has been His will for us all along! Lord, give us the clarity of vision to see life in the proper perspective in order that we would live a life of thanksgiving.





November 16, 2010


“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.” – John 17:6




American Christianity has, for the most part, lost the idea of belonging to Christ. In America we cherish the ideas of individuality and freedom as our core values. However, we have let these core values breed in us a great self-centeredness. This contradicts true Christianity: true disciples understand that they belong to Jesus. We were bought at a price and the life we live we now live for Him alone. Within this truth lies a great mystery: it is in living every day for the Master in Christian servitude that we truly become all we are meant to be. The only real and true way to be an individual is to become who God created you to be. The only real freedom is freedom from sin that only comes through Christ. Lord, help us to find our true self and our true freedom in You alone.





November 9, 2010


“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” – Luke 10:19-20




Our joy should always be found in our restored relationship to our heavenly Father. Our work for the Kingdom or our acts of service cannot be a reliable source of joy. Work for the Kingdom is often difficult. And it is true that God works in mysterious ways so that His work in our life may appear, at certain points, to look like failures to us. However, finding your joy in the fact that your name is written in the Book of Life can be a source of eternal, unstoppable joy that is unaffected by temporary circumstances. Lord, let our highest goal in life be to live freely in our restored relationship with You and, through that, be filled with Your incredible joy.





November 2, 2010


“Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’” – John 11:40




One of two things usually happens when we come up against trials in our life: our faith is either strengthened or damaged. The fine line between the two is divided by the quality of our relationship with the Savior. If we constantly abide in Him on a daily basis, the trials that come will simply draw us closer to Him. But if we call on Him only in trials, the relationship has not been developed to a point where we can trust Him with our deepest fears and sorrows or hear His voice calming us in the storm. The great missionary to China, Hudson Taylor, once said, “It doesn't matter, really, how great the pressure is. It only matters where the pressure lies. See that it never comes between you and the Lord- then, the greater the pressure, the more it presses you to His breast.” Lord, let us abide in You at all times so our relationship never depends on our circumstances and we learn, steadily, to trust You even in our darkest hour.




October 19, 2010


“Lord, teach us to pray” – Luke 11:1




Prayer is so much more and so much less than we often make it out to be. Prayer, at its heart, is simply speaking to God, our loving Father. There is no secret formula or fancy poetic language needed. However, prayer is not just conversation. It is the life-blood that sustains the fire of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the Christian. So pray simply and honestly, but reverently and powerfully as well. Lord, let our relationship with you be such that we have intimate and meaningful times of prayer.





October 12, 2010


“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” – John 14:27




If we are in close fellowship with Christ, He gives us His peace. Worry and fear come when we lose our connection to Him. In Matthew 14:29-31 we see the familiar story of Peter stepping out of the boat and walking on the water with Jesus. However, as soon as Peter took His eyes off of Christ and started to concentrate on the wind and the waves around him, he began to sink. Similarly, when we take our eyes off Christ and begin to concentrate on the problems surrounding us, we sink into despair and depression. Do you have that “sinking feeling” today? Then move your gaze from the crashing waves of life onto the outreached hand of Jesus Christ and let Him rescue you from your despair and give you His peace. Lord, give us the wisdom and strength to have our eyes permanently fixed on You alone.





October 5, 2010


“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” – Matthew 6:6




It is important to physically and spiritually find a quiet place to pray. This does not mean we cannot pray in the middle of a hectic day. God wants to hear from us all the time. But just like any quality relationship, God wants uninterrupted, focused time with us. This needs to be done in the physical realm, by stealing away at points during the day to a place of peace. But this also needs to be done spiritually. We can be in a physically quiet place, but our mind can be as noisy as a city street. To concentrate on God means to shut out the world. We cannot have intimate time with our Heavenly Father while going over our “to-do list” in our head. There is great fruit, however, when we do take this time: we get to truly hear from God! So take time today to stop and talk to God. Then, maybe you will be settled and focused enough to hear from Him. Lord, when we come to You we want You to be our only concern. Please still our minds and center our thoughts on You.





September 28, 2010


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” – Matthew 5:3




The poor in spirit are blessed because it is only at the end of ourselves that we begin to grow in Christ. Jesus is NOT giving us a formula here for how to be “blessed.” He is NOT saying “if you want to be blessed, you have to first be poor in spirit.” Instead, he is encouraging those who are at the end of their rope. He is essentially saying, “Be happy when you come to the end of your rope, because that is where you usually look up and see Christ.” By contrast, those who have everything they need in life often believe they don’t need Christ (Jesus himself said “it is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven” in Matthew 19:23), and this is definitely not a “blessed” place to be. Lord, thank You for bringing us through circumstances that draw us closer to You.



September 21, 2010


“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” – Matthew 11:28




This verse contains a great promise from Jesus. He promises rest. And this promise is open to everyone. However, notice that this promise is conditional: the first thing Jesus says is “come to Me.” This rest is not available anywhere else, and Christ does not automatically apply this rest to every person. You must come to Christ to get it. We spend much of our lives chasing after many different things that we hope will bring us rest and take away our burdens: financial freedom, better jobs, a meaningful relationship, etc. However, without Christ these things often bring more chaos and confusion into our lives. If we want to posses the ultimate, peaceful rest of Jesus Christ, then our only concern should be seeking after Him. Lord, as we draw close to You, please pour Your peace and rest into our lives.





September 14, 2010


“Do not put out the Spirit's fire.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:19




This short little phrase of warning in the book of 1 Thessalonians is very interesting. How can someone as powerful as the Holy Spirit be “put out” or “quenched” in our lives? Well, the answer is that God is a gentleman. He will never force His Spirit upon us. God has made each believer the keeper of their own spiritual flame that comes from the Holy Spirit. We can feed it and fan it into a consuming fire in our lives, or we can starve it to the point it is quenched. How much of the Holy Spirit flame you have in your life is up to you. So I ask you today: do you feed your flame with prayer, devotion, Bible reading, and fellowship; or do you starve your fire by keeping Godly things out of your life? Lord, guide us each into fanning our flame into a beacon of spiritual light so that everyone around could see that light and praise You.


March 30, 2010


“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.” – Romans 12:1




On the Cross, God revealed to us his perfect Justice and abounding Mercy at the very same time. The punishment for sin was paid and, at the same time, every sinner who comes to Christ is given a full pardon. On Easter morning, Jesus proved he was God, demonstrated His authority over death, and sealed the resurrection of everyone who follows Him. This is the Truth that we will be celebrating this Easter Sunday. However, we cannot simply end with the recognition of this Truth. In Romans 12:1, Paul tells us that there is a proper response to this incredible act of mercy that God has poured out on us. Each of us is called to offer our whole lives back to God to be used for his purposes. This is an incredible privilege and the completion of what God created us to be. This Easter, consider not only what Christ has done for you, but what your proper response should be. Lord, take our lives and let them be set apart as a special offering for You.





March 23, 2010


“For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” – Matthew 7:2




It is a sad truth that the faults we quickly notice in others are most often the same faults that we struggle with ourselves. We get the most frustrated and have the least amount of patience with people who are very much like us. Christ teaches us to be careful of judging others because the very same judgment can be poured out on you. Christians must approach every situation with humility, knowing that every good thing within us comes from Christ. We would abound with everything evil if it were not for the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Lord, help us to judge ourselves before we judge anyone else and teach us to see others through Your loving eyes.



March 16, 2010


“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” – 2 Peter 2:9




This verse in 2 Peter contains a very interesting phrase. It calls us a “royal priesthood.” The job of the priest in the Old Testament was to intercede with God on behalf of the people. He gave sacrifices and offerings, not just for himself, but to make sure others were right with God. It is true that each of us needs to spend the time in prayer to make sure we are right with God. However, in doing this for ourselves, we cannot forget our duty as a royal priesthood. We are called to pray and intercede on the behalf of those around us. We are each God’s ministers to a lost and hurting world. The problem comes when we get caught up in the idea that “I am not ready,” or “I am not prepared,” or “I am not good enough to minister to others.” It is true that each of has a long way to go in our walk with Christ. However, the best way to grow yourself is to lead others in the way they should be going. If you are leading others to Jesus, that means you are also getting closer to him every step of the way. Remember, 2 Peter says we are a royal priesthood, not we “will be someday.” When you take seriously your responsibility to lead others to God, he will equip you with everything you need for the task. Lord, give each one of us a heart and passion to be your ministers in our world.





March 9, 2010


“After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before.” – Job 42:10




So often we fail to grow as Christians because our prayers never reach outside ourselves. We are always asking God for strength, forgiveness, or guidance for “me.” We focus very little attention on praying for others. However, to grow in Christ we must turn our concerns outward to those around us. This applies to our friends and enemies…especially in prayer. When we begin to make others the priority, we grow tremendously in Christ, because we are following His example. Jesus, even though he was God, did not cling to His place in Glory but instead gave it up and became a servant for me and you (Philippians 2:5-8). Lord, bless my brothers and sisters and even my enemies with all that I have asked for myself in the past.



March 2, 2010


“Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’” – John 21:16




When we turn Christianity into a system of beliefs or simply a set of moral teachings, we have destroyed it. What the vast majority of people fail to realize about the Christian walk is that it is really all about a relationship: a deep, personal, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Serving Him because of your devotion to Him is the only way to be a true disciple of Christ. Oswald Chambers put it best when he said, “Jesus Christ calls service what we are to Him, not what we do for Him. Discipleship is based on devotion to Jesus Christ, not adherence to a belief or a creed.” Lord, fill our hearts to overflowing with love for You and let that be the driving force behind all our Christian service.

February 23, 2010
“‘Lord, if it's you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’” – Matthew 14:28-30

Peter begins his walk toward Christ in an excellent way. He does not consider the impossibility of the task. He does not consider any of the earthly circumstances. All Peter pays attention to is the fact that Jesus is out there calling for him to come. When Peter keeps his focus on Jesus and pays no attention to the raging storm around him, he does the impossible: he walks on water! But this great show of faith does not last long. Soon Peter begins to look around at the circumstance and realize “I can’t do this!” The truth is, none of us can accomplish the abundant life that Christ calls us to. He beckons us to come out with him and experience the impossible. If our only concern is walking with Christ, we will succeed. However, if we focus our attention on the circumstances of life and let them determine what is possible and what is not, we will sink every time. Lord, You are the only one who has authority in our lives. Forgive us for letting our circumstances master us and please give us the faith to keep focused on You and You alone.

February 16, 2010
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” – John 15:13-15

I would guess that there are many Christians who would die for Christ, but would not lay down their life for him. We may think of these two things as the same, but they are not. The decision to die for Christ is a brief moment and is quickly followed by life in heaven. To lay down your life is a decision that must be made day after day for years. It is harder to lay down your life than to die. However, we are much more useful to God when we lay down our life than when we die. To simply die for someone may be heroic, but to lay down your life for someone is true love. Lord, make us a people who love you in such a way that we daily lay down our lives for you, just as you have done for us.

February 9, 2010
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” – Luke 11:9-10

Christ promises that whoever seeks him will find him. He also promises that anyone who thirsts can be filled with living water. So what’s the problem? What is holding us back? The problem is that many of us today are not thirsty for God and we are not seeking Christ. We have become content with the temporary pleasures of life and never seek anything greater. To truly follow Christ, you must come to the realization that the greatest pleasures of the world are garbage when compared to the amazing life that God offers through Jesus Christ. When you are not satisfied with the temporary, you will begin to thirst and seek the eternal things of God. Lord, open our eyes to see and long for the things of true value.

January 26, 2010
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’”
– Hebrews 13:5-6
The words “never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” have been a comfort to countless Christians in times of trouble. This verse and these kinds of words are what we turn to in our darkest hour to remember that our God is always there for us. However, what we often forget is that “never leave” means “never leave.” God does not rush in to comfort us during our darkest times and then go off to some far away place while we continue through the “average” days of our life. When taken in context with the rest of the verse, these words really mean that God is taking care of the daily details of life. God will not leave you or forsake you in the drudgery of life, or the boredom of life, or the business of life, or the joys of life either. During the struggles with coworkers or the lonely days or the chores around the house or the funny thing you just thought of, God is still there with you. Instead of running to Hebrews 13:5 in times of troubles, why not start every day with this verse? Lord, thank you for being there in every moment of our lives and help us to always be sensitive of your unfailing presence.

January 19, 2010
“The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them.” – Psalm 25:14

Did you know that God wants to confide in you? He wants your friendship. What an incredible honor! It may seem like a paradox, but a healthy fear of the Lord is how this friendship begins. When we realize who God is and how unworthy we are, then we are on the beginning of an incredible journey with Him. The problem many of us face is that we make this friendship one-sided. We want to tell God all our hopes, fears, hurts, and joys…and this is a good thing! However, have you ever taken time to listen to God share what’s on His heart? God has incredible plans (Jeremiah 29:11). There are times when God has a broken heart (Ezekiel Ch 16). God also has incredible joy (Matthew 3:17). All these He wants to share with you as His intimate friend. When was the last time you took a moment and listened to God pour out His heart to you? Lord, open our ears to truly listen to you as one loving friend to another.

January 12, 2010
“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” – John 14:12-14

Asking in Christ’s name means that we ask with Christ’s heart as our own. The Bible promises us that anything we ask for with Christ’s heart as our own will surely be given to us. When our will is in sync with the will of God, He provides abundantly for us in order to accomplish His will through us. The secret to getting anything and everything you want is to have a heart, mind, and will in tune with God’s. If you long for God’s will to be done instead of your own, you will then begin to see your prayers working miracles in your life and the lives of those around you. But be ready to realize that when you have Christ’s heart in place of your own, your desires begin to change. God’s will is not the same as ours and God’s ways are not our ways. So you may find yourself praying for things you never thought you would. But the safest, most beautiful and joyful place to be in all the world is within the will of God. Lord, shape our heart, mind, and will to be in tune with Yours so our prayers would be for the benefit of Your Kingdom and not our own.


January 5, 2010
“So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left.’” – Genesis 13:8-9

In this passage, Abraham had accumulated a great deal of livestock. When the land could not support both his and Lot’s livestock, Abraham gave Lot the choice of where he would go. Lot chose the most fertile land and ended up in the midst of a people God would later choose to destroy. Abraham relied on God to care for him and his possessions and became blessed even more. Strangely enough, it is a difficult test when God blesses you greatly. It is difficult because our natural inclination is to rely on and protect those blessings instead of continuing on our journey with God. We tend to say “Okay God, you have blessed me with this much and I don’t want to risk it in order to take the next step with you.” However, there is never a gamble with God because he always has your best interest at heart. Behind the next step always lies the greater blessing. Lord, help us to never fear giving up all that you have blessed us with in order to gain all that you have in store for us.


December 22, 2009
“‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’--which means, ‘God with us.’” – Matthew 1:23

When God stepped down from heaven in order to become one of us, he did not choose a palace or even a home. He chose a dirty stable and slept in a feed bunk for animals. When God became man he did not take on the form of an honored king or a mighty warrior. He took the form of a baby. Jesus Christ came into our world in a way that was incredibly humble and gentle. There are many reasons why he did this, but I think one reason is to show us the manner in which he wants to come into our lives personally. Our lives, just like the stable, are way too dirty for Christ to enter in. But he does it anyway: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). We are way too small to encounter such a powerful God. But God does not come to us thundering from a mountaintop: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). Christ came so humbly and gently but grew into a man and is now exalted to the right hand of God. Likewise, he wants to come humbly and gently to you and grow to a place where he is exalted as Lord of your life. This is how he brings rest and peace and salvation for each of us. And this is the real beauty of “Immanuel – God with us!” Lord, as you come so humbly and gently, grow in us until you have been seated on the throne of our lives.

December 8, 2009
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.” – Habakkuk 3:17-19
We have all inherited a problem that began in the Garden of Eden. From the time Adam and Eve ate from the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” we have made the mistake of thinking we know what is best for us. The words used in Genesis to describe the tree are words of profit and loss; advantage and disadvantage. The problem is that each one of us now believes we know what is to our advantage and what is not. This is so ingrained in us, that even our prayers often consist of us telling God what He should do because we think we know what is best. However, true faith recognizes that God is the one who knows what is best for us. And he has promised us that “…in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). This is exactly the kind of faith that allowed the prophet Habakkuk to say that he would praise God no matter how difficult the circumstances were (and believe me, he lived through some incredibly difficult circumstances!). Habakkuk knew that, as long as God was the one looking after him, everything was going to be just fine. This fact allowed him to not only endure, but have joy in the midst of these hard times. “Happiness” is dependant on what “happens” to you. Joy is a product of faith and it can rise above any earthly circumstances.

December 1, 2009
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” – Matthew 6:25-26

When we worry about these everyday problems and make them our priority, we show that we do not trust God to take care of us. If we cannot trust Him for these very basic needs, how will we ever trust Him in the storms and trials of life? Trusting God completely is a process and is something every one of us must continue to learn. However, this process has to begin with trusting God for our most basic needs. Lord, give us the wisdom to put all of our trust in You to provide for every need we encounter.
November 24, 2009
“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” – 1 Timothy 6:6-8

Contentment and thanksgiving go hand in hand. In fact, when one is fostered, the other grows as well, creating a wonderful cycle of ever-increasing joy. However, the cycle can also go the other way as well. And when that happens, the culprit is often a lack of contentment. Many times, in our country, we grow up being taught that we deserve a great number of things. And then, when we do not get everything we want, we are not content. Paul, in one of his letters to Timothy, gives a great solution to this problem. We need to remember that we have brought nothing into this world. You see, when the Bible talks about anything being “created” the subject of that verb is always God. Only God can bring something into this world and take something out. Even secular science recognizes this fact with the “law of conservation of mass/matter” which states that matter cannot be created nor destroyed. When we realize that we cannot actually create anything and therefore deserve nothing, it becomes a huge blessing to look and see all we have. In fact, just having food and clothes is a blessing! When we enter into life with this perspective, then we will be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:12) and that will lead us to give thanks to God in all circumstances. And when we are constantly giving thanks, we will realize how blessed we are and that will make us even more content! Lord, open our eyes to see how graciously you have blessed us and let that lead us to give thanks to you in all we do.

November 17, 2009
…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” – John 17:21
In this passage, Jesus is praying for all Christians throughout history, the present, and the future. We know this because he says in v.20 "My prayer is not for them (the disciples) alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message.” That is each and every one of us! It is incredible that Jesus prayed specifically for us, but it is even more incredible the two specific things that he prays for. First, he prays that all believers would have an oneness and love for one another that would mirror the oneness and love that exits between him and his Father. Secondly he prays that we would have the same kind of oneness and love with God that he and God share. What an incredible request on our behalf! But Jesus does not just stop at asking. He longs for this to be accomplished so much that he gave his life for it. You see, the only way we can be one with one another and one with God the way Jesus prays for us to be, is if we are cleansed and re-created through his death on the cross and resurrection. So in times when this kind of love and oneness seems impossible, remember that this is the deepest desire of Jesus’ heart. So much so that he gave everything in order to make it possible for us. Lord, make us one with each other and one with You through the sacrifice of Your son Jesus Christ and through the power of Your Holy Spirit.

November 10, 2009
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” – Matthew 6:33
How incredibly sad it is that, for the most part, American Christians have completely reversed this teaching of Jesus. We have made the things of everyday life our priority, and the Kingdom of God comes in a distant second. God gets our leftover time, our leftover money, and our leftover energy. We toil endlessly to make sure all the material things of our life are in order and then give God the leftovers…if there are any! This leads to a miserable existence where we are in constant stress over provision for our lives and where our relationship to God is nearly non-existent. God does not want us to live like this. He calls us to make the Kingdom our priority…to give the things of God first importance in our lives. When this is your priority, there will be no stress about the rest of life. Think how silly it must seem to God when we worry about food and clothes and money. You can almost picture Him saying “Just worry about me. I am the creator of the Universe. Clothes, food, and money are child’s play for me. Simply focus on me and you will never have to worry about those things again!” Lord, help us to live in the joyous freedom that comes from Your Kingdom as our priority.

November 3, 2009
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” – Romans 8:35

God does not keep us from every hardship, because hardships are often where we grow closer to Him. We too easily forget Romans 8:35 and think that God has left us during difficult times. But this is not the truth. One important lesson we need to learn in the midst of our trials is that there is no power in all of creation that can separate us from the love of God. Overcoming our hardships, hand in hand with God, is the refining process that produces a more pure faith in Him. Lord, let our eyes never turn away from your unfailing love when the trials of life come.


October 27, 2009
“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” – Ephesians 2:10


Many modern Christians mistakenly think that we have been forgiven and saved by Jesus Christ only to escape hell. Sadly, for many of us, this is the only part of the Gospel message we have ever heard. It is true, Christ wanted to save us from hell, but there is so much more than that. We are God’s masterpieces and he has re-created us in Christ Jesus so that we can live in a healthy relationship with Him. That relationship should then lead to an abundant life of good works that point others toward our loving Father (John 10:10; Ephesians 2:10; Matthew 5:16). If you have missed this part of the Gospel message, then you have missed the key to living with true joy and purpose while on this earth. Lord, save us and transform us into your masterpieces.


October 20, 2009
“For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” – 2 Peter 1:8


In verses 5, 6, and 7 of 2 Peter chapter 1, Peter gives to us a great list of Godly qualities. He then encourages us, in verse 8, to possess them in increasing measure so that we will not be ineffective or unproductive. You see, the things of God must become natural qualities in our life. “Possess these qualities in increasing measure” means that we practice them on such a regular basis, they become part of who we are. This is not to say, however, that they should simply be habits. Habits are often developed for no reason and carried on with no purpose. The things of God must come just as naturally without being habit. These qualities that Peter gives us must run much deeper than simple habits. For example, is breathing a habit? Is your heart beat a habit? Are thirst and hunger habits? We do these things every day because they are absolutely vital to our survival. In the same way, our hope as we set out to “possess these qualities in increasing measure” is to make them the very things that give us our motivation and movement in each circumstance. If we neglect these qualities, Paul warns us that we are then blind and we have forgotten what Christ has done for us (v.9). Lord, give us the strength and wisdom to pursue Godly qualities in our lives and make them the natural outflow of our hearts so that we may be effective and productive for Your Kingdom.

October 13, 2009
“…(add to your) brotherly kindness, love.” – 2 Peter 1:7

It is not enough for us to simply be kind to others. This is the first step, but not the ultimate goal. The ultimate goal is true love. But where does that come from? God loves us, not because we are lovable, but because His very nature is love. When the Bible calls us to love others, it is speaking of this kind of love: we must love unlovable people because it is in our very nature to do so. Love is not love when it is forced or demanded. But how can we accomplish such an impossible task? We must draw ever closer to Christ until He makes this type of love…His love…our very nature as well. Experiencing Christ’s love more and more each day is the only way to learn and show true love to others. Lord, let your amazing love well up in us, producing an amazing love for all those around us.


October 6, 2009
“For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”
– Habakkuk 2:3
Though it may seem simple, I think we are often confused by the idea of patience. Patience is not a passive thing. It does not sit back and say “I don’t really care when things happen.” No, Christian patience goes hand in hand with Christian faith and hope. Faith is knowing that God will deliver on his promises and hope is eagerly waiting for that which you are sure is coming. Patience accompanies these, not passively, but as actively submissive to God’s plan and timing. Simply put, real Christian patience is the ability to operate on God’s timing and not your own. Lord, open our eyes to see more clearly Your promises, Your plan, and Your timing and let this be the foundation of our patience in You.

September 29, 2009
“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.” – 1 John 3:2
Most people would probably say they are fairly certain of where their life is going from day to day. However, this certainty is only perceived. We really have no control of where our life is going or even if our life continues at all. As followers of Jesus Christ we should understand this powerless situation and always say “if it is the Lord’s will we will go here or do this” (James 4:15). However, the one certainty we do have is much greater than all the world’s perceived certainty combined: A loving, all-powerful God is directing each and every one of our steps! Lord, give me an abundant life of certainty in You and You alone.

September 15, 2009
“Should you then seek great things for yourself? Seek them not.” – Jeremiah 45:5
How many Christians do you know whose relationship with God consists entirely of asking Him for stuff? Do we really seek God, or just seek the things that He has? Are we simply seeking gifts for ourselves? Seeking gifts from God brings a shallow and unhealthy relationship at the very least and leads to a very limited understanding of who He is. Think about it: if the only time you talked to your husband or wife or best friend was to ask them to give you something, how deep would that relationship be? However, when we earnestly seek God Himself, we receive true blessings and not just the “stuff” we think we want. Matthew 6:33, Romans 8:28, and Jeremiah 29:11 all teach us this fact. Lord, draw us closer to You in a true relationship of Love.
September 8, 2009
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” – Isaiah 6:8
It makes me sad to think how far we are from being ready for God’s calling. Christians in our culture often understand their relationship with God as the very opposite of Isaiah 6:8 by saying, “God had better be ready when I call on Him.” We have lost the idea of serving God and now, in our self-centered culture, God has become our servant. We do not want God, but a genie that is ready and waiting to grant our wishes. We will never have a full and healthy relationship with our Heavenly Father as long as we have this mindset. Lord, prepare our hearts to jump whenever we hear your voice…here I am, send me!

August 25, 2009
“For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” – Romans 6:9-11

Oswald Chambers once said “Eternal life is not a gift from God; eternal life is the gift of God.” To know God is to know eternal life and to know eternal life, one must first know God. These two cannot be separated. Eternal life does not begin when your earthly body dies; it begins when you die to sin and live reconciled to God through Christ. If you have trusted in Jesus Christ as your savior, you are living your eternal life right now! Live strong in this knowledge that your relationship to God and to His one and only Son will never end. Lord, thank You for the gift of eternal life that is knowing You!

August 18, 2009

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” – 1 Peter 2:24
I think we often make the mistake of thinking that the cross was put upon Jesus or that He was forced into it. However, someone with that kind of strength, intelligence, power, influence, etc. could have stopped it at any point. Jesus Christ was God in the flesh. No person or group had authority over Him, but instead He laid down His life (and took it up again) by His own will (John 10:18). The cross, as painful as it was, was God’s own doing. The reason that the greatest gift in all the world (Salvation) is free and easily attained by anyone who would come is because such and incredible price was paid by Christ. Not because He was forced to, but because He loves us! Lord, thank You for the cross.

August 11, 2009
“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.’” – Matthew 26:36-38

The struggle between our sinful nature and God’s Spirit within us is no small matter. We are the battleground. Both sides long to win in our lives: Satan wants for us to live fully enslaved by our sinful nature and God wants us to live in the freedom and power of His Holy Spirit. This battle is so fierce that Christ agonized over it during the last hours of his life while he prayed in the garden with his disciples. So this issue of sin is not simply “us stupid humans messing up again,” but it is so huge that there is nothing more important to Satan and nothing more important to God. We are the battle ground and only God is strong enough to give you victory over the enemy. Lord, we are weak. Take over our spiritual battle and give us victory in You.
August 4, 2009
“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” – Luke 12:40
How can we be ready for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ? It’s simple: always remain with Him. The highest goal of the Christian life should be to live every moment and take every step with Jesus. We must destroy the old way of thinking that only calls on Jesus when we have no other hope, and then puts Him back into a box when we are ready to take control of our life once again. Being prepared for Christ’s return means never leaving his side, but instead, walking daily with Him. Then, you will not be caught off guard, but you will be ready and joyful to continue the precious walk with Him in Perfection that you practiced so long here on earth. Lord, be the master and leader in all that we do.

July 28, 2009

“Then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?’” – John 11:7-8

How silly is it that we would try to protect Jesus from himself? But we do this all the time when it comes to evangelism. We do not speak and do what Jesus has commanded us because we think it will turn people off or put Christ in a bad light. For instance, for Jesus to say, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6) is not politically correct and flies in the face of religious tolerance. However, this is what Jesus said and for us to gloss over it or water it down is a weak attempt at trying to protect Jesus from himself. Do we really think Jesus is wrong? Do we really think he didn’t know what he was doing? Do we really think we need to protect him? We often like the concept of what Jesus is saying but not the actual application. The truth is, Jesus Christ is always right in everything he says and it is simply our job to follow and obey. Lord, guide us into following You with joyful, reckless passion.

July 21, 2009

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” – Matthew 5:8

True purity cannot be spoken of as solely internal or solely external. Someone who claims to be pure on the inside but does not display a purity of action is a good tree that bears bad fruit, and this cannot be (Matthew 7:18). Likewise, a person who displays purity in their actions, but has an impure heart is simply a whitewashed tomb: pretty on the outside, but full of death inside (Matthew 23:27). Christ longs to make us pure throughout our whole being…everything we are. But why strive for this true purity? Because the more we purify ourselves the clearer we will see God (Matthew 5:8). And as we see God more clearly we gain incredible blessings like peace, comfort, power, and discernment. Lord, purify us, starting with our hearts and taking over all that we are, so that we may see and know you clearly.

July 14, 2009
“You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?” – 1 Corinthians 3:3

The pain in our lives, though we like to blame it on outside sources, often comes from within. All too often we allow this pain to continue because, as much as we hate the consequences, we still love the sin. Only when we truly hate the sin will we finally completely give it over to Christ and stop trying to deal with it ourselves. Trying to deal with your sin alone, without Christ, is really just an excuse to continue sinning. It is an absolute, universal truth that Christ is the only one who can overcome sin. So when you truly desire to rid yourself of a particularly difficult sin in your life, give all of it over to him. Lord, give us a righteous hatred for our sin and then take it all away so we can live an abundant life for Your Kingdom!

July 7, 2009
“They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” – Luke 24:32

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have every emotion, every inclination of our heart intertwined with the heart of God. I know what it feels like, for brief moments, to share God’s heart. But all too often my emotions are controlled by my sinful nature. However, I work towards a life where every emotion is connected to the heart of God: A life where all my anger is righteous anger; all my joy is pure Christian joy; all my longing is longing to be with God. The only way to have a heart that burns in this way is to walk and talk with our Savior. Lord, weld all of my emotions permanently to your heart, so that my every feeling would be connected to You.

June 30, 2009

“Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?”

– Genesis 18:17

Abraham had such an incredible relationship with God that God felt the need to reveal His plans to Abraham before they were carried out. He wanted Abraham to know where He was going and what He was planning. Abraham was a close friend of God. Intimacy with God should be the desire of our heart, because that is the desire of God’s heart. He longs to reveal himself to all of us. But there is often something standing in our way. Prayer is one of the main avenues to intimacy with God. However, we often spend all of our prayer time asking for gifts and blessings. When we pray, intimacy with God is very seldom our primary motive. When you talk with God, do not try to use him but instead love Him and seek Him. In return the intimacy you find with God will be a far greater blessing than anything you have asked Him for in the past. Lord, please fill me with a longing for an intimate relationship with you above all else.

June 23, 2009

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”
– Hebrews 11:8

God called many Old Testament men and women away from everything they knew. He also called the disciples away from family, work, and the life they had made for themselves. In the same way, God is calling us to a whole new life. Oswald Chambers says, “Faith never knows where it is being lead, but it loves and knows the One Who is leading.” This is an important aspect of Christianity that we often miss today. We think we lead the way and make a life for ourselves and Christ is along for the ride. However, a life of faith is not about giving us all the success we dreamed of in the life we lived before we met Christ. It is about living a whole new life away from our old ways and often away from everything familiar. Too many of us want to know Christ without changing lives. This is not a life of faith. Instead, we should join with Paul in saying: “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8). Lord, lead us away from our old life and give us faith to step out into the unknown with You.


June 16, 2009
“Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O LORD, you preserve both man and beast.” – Psalm 36:5-6

As I write this devotion I am sitting on the edge of the San Juan National Forrest in Dolores, Colorado. Reflecting on our drive through the mountains, this psalm continues to come to mind. The righteousness of God is like the mighty mountains. God’s righteousness is majestic and beautiful. It is awe-inspiring. But it is also firm and immovable. In contrast, the righteousness we can achieve on our own is like filthy rags; used up, and worthless (Isaiah 64:6). However, I point out this depressing contrast in order to lead us to an incredible revelation. Through Christ, our filthy righteousness has been turned into the righteousness that is like the mighty mountains. If we stand before God with our own righteousness, we are hopeless. But instead we are able stand before Him clothed in the beautiful, awe-inspiring, rock solid righteousness of Christ (Philippians 3:9). Lord, your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, and because of your son, I can stand in that righteousness and not be consumed. Thank you for your incredible love and sacrifice!


June 9, 2009

“Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-- whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” – Romans 6:16

As independent, free Americans, there is a fact of life that we do not like to admit. At some point in life we must realize that we all have a master. And it is true that “a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him” (2 Peter 2:19). Even though we each have a master in this life, the blessing is that we get to choose our master. When you live life outside of Christ, you may think you are free, but really you end up becoming a slave to some sin that eats away at your life and eventually destroys you. However, when you make Christ your master, He breaks all other bondage that has weighed you down and He gives you true, abundant life. But make no mistake, everyone does have a master in life, so “choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Lord, be the one and only master of my life.

June 2, 2009
“Peter said to (Jesus), ‘We have left everything to follow you!’” – Mark 10:28
How often do we follow Christ solely for what we get out of the relationship? In fact, church leaders are often guilty of teaching this as the proper motive, because it is so attractive. But living for Christ is simply that: living for Him. It is true that there are countless and eternal benefits to being a follower of Jesus Christ. But when these become our only motive, we are in danger of having an entirely selfish relationship with our Savior. If this is our relationship with Him, then what happens when we do not see immediate benefits? When we are persecuted will we continue to follow? Just like Peter, we should leave everything behind and follow Christ and Christ alone. True love always puts the other person first. As we move toward maturity in our relationship with Christ, let us focus on following Him out of true love and no other motivation. Lord, give me a heart centered on you and not me.

May 26, 2009
“... I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven.” – Acts 26:19

We each must trade in our vision for God’s vision if we are going to be true followers of Christ. Living a life aimed at fulfilling our own selfish plan and purpose is hollow and powerless. However, when we are living out God’s vision, we can do everything through the One who gives us strength (Philippians 4:13). Once you have a vision that comes from God and not self, it must then permeate every aspect of who you are. Every previously mundane event throughout your day now becomes an exciting step in God’s eternal plan. God does not just want the “spiritual” aspects of our life, He wants all of us. Lord, show me Your vision for my life and keep me mindful of it throughout my whole day.



May 19, 2009
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”
 Romans 8:37

With the love of Christ in our lives, we are more than conquerors in every trial. We do not simply make it through the storm. Instead we are able to have joy in the midst of the storm, and then emerge on the other side stronger, wiser, more joyful, and closer to God. We are more than conquerors because no trial or scheme from the enemy can triumph over us – nothing can separate us from the love of God. It would be good enough to simply go through life conquering every challenge. But God’s love allows us to go through life as more than conquerors. Lord, thank you for your unfailing, all-conquering love!

May 12, 2009
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.” – Acts 20:24

Joy, true joy and not just momentary happiness, only comes from fulfilling the call which God created you for. Contrary to popular belief, joy does not come from selfishness. It is only in giving ourselves over to God that we find real joy. No matter how hard or taxing the Christian life may become, these difficulties cannot come close to the painful emptiness of being outside and far away from the life God has called you to. Walking through tough situations with God is always better than floundering away from him. It is better to spend one day in God’s courts than spend a thousand days in any other place you could imagine (Psalm 84:10).

April 28, 2009
“The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’” – John 21:17



Sometimes, a word from the Lord can hurt. Not because he is cruel, but because we have wounded ourselves and those wounds need cleaned and bandaged. When we wound ourselves with sin, we often go into a spiritual shock where we feel no pain. But this shock, if left untreated, is deadly. The word from the Lord comes to expose, clean, and bandage our spiritual wounds. This process is painful, but in the end it is life-saving medicine. Lord, please give us the strength to allow your Word to come and heal our wounds.

April 22, 2009
“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.”– Job 19:25

Some scholars have argued that Job is one of the oldest books of the Old Testament. If this is true, it just adds to the incredible faith of this statement. Today, we Christians have the Old Testament, the New Testament, the entire story of Jesus Christ, and two thousand years of church history, and we still have trouble resolutely making this statement with Job. Job, however, did not know how God was going to redeem us through Christ. He also may not have known all the history of the nation of Israel and all God has done for them. Job did, however, experience God on a personal level. And this experience was more than enough to give him the faith to emphatically say: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.” Brothers and sisters, maybe the problem is that we know a great deal about God and have experienced very little of him. Faith is not blind. Our faith should grow out of our experience with God. Once you have tasted and seen the Lord is truly good, you also will be sure that your redeemer lives and that, in the end, he will stand upon the earth.


April 14, 2009
"‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Lord, I want to see,’ he replied.” – Luke 18:41

I believe God is eagerly waiting to do the impossible in our lives. For our faith, we need to not only look to what Jesus said, but what he did. Sure we believe everything Jesus said, but do we really believe everything that Jesus did? He gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, and raised the dead! He routinely accomplished things that are impossible. The blind man in this scripture truly believed that Jesus had the power to heal him and so he boldly came and asked for the impossible. Do you believe that Jesus is Lord of the impossible, and do you believe that he wants to accomplish amazing things in your life today? Lord, please open us up to the impossible.


April 7, 2009
“The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.’” – Matthew 28:5-6


These words still amaze me: “he has risen, just as he said.” Jesus coming back from the dead is incredible. But what makes this even more amazing (if that is possible) is that it all took place exactly how he said it would. When a big league slugger steps up to the plate and points to the deepest part of the ball park, he shows an awful lot of confidence in his ability. But who has the kind of power to say “I am going to be beaten and killed, but don’t worry because I will come back.” Only Jesus can make such a claim. There have been many influential spiritual leaders throughout history who have spawned numerous world religions. They made grand claims about who they were. However, none of them would have dared to matter-of-factly state that they hold the power over life and death in their hands. There have also been a number of fanatics throughout history who have claimed this power, but not a single one came through on their promise. No, Jesus Christ is God, not only because he said it, but because he has proven it. Brothers and sisters, rejoice today because we serve a risen Lord, and no other worshiper in any other religion can make that same claim. Our God is the only True God!


March 31, 2009
“Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?’” – John 4:11

The question that the woman asks Jesus in this Scripture is somewhat comical. He is talking about giving her “living water,” an illustration of the life giving power that flows from him, and she is wondering what kind of bucket he is going to use?! But this is actually a great tangible example of something we all do with Jesus from time to time. Too often, we try to fit Jesus into our mold. It is not always intentional or even conscious, but we all do it. We think Christ cannot deliver us from our situation because we cannot deliver ourselves. After all, if we, who are flesh and blood, cannot fix the situation how is this intangible, invisible Christ going to do it? We foolishly think that Jesus is bound by our limitations. We ask “but Jesus, where are you going to get the money, or how are you going to heal what the doctors don’t understand, or how in the world can you change the heart of this person who refuses to listen to reason?” But we must rise above this common misconception. Have confidence today that Jesus “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.” Lord, help us to see your power without our limitations.



March 24, 2009
“The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’” – 1 Samuel 3:10


Have you ever seen a child who is so caught up in what they are doing that they cannot hear their parent’s voice, even when mom and dad are standing right there shouting at them? This is probably the norm. However, have you ever seen a child who hears and responds to the voice of their parent, even over the roar of a crowd or in the midst of chaos? My question today is: which child are you when your heavenly father is calling? The norm is that we get so caught up in our own little world that we cannot hear God no matter how clearly and directly he speaks to us. But it is much better to be the child who is disciplined and attentive, to the point that we can hear our Father’s voice no matter how many distractions the enemy throws at us. Jesus tells us in John 10:27 that “my sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” A shepherd could walk into a large herd, with sheep from many different owners. He would call out and his sheep would recognize his voice and follow him out of the crowd. This is how we should respond to our loving, gentle Savior when he beckons us to follow Him. Lord, put me in tune with your voice so that my actions reflect my love and respect for You.

March 17, 2009
“When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ‘Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.’” – Exodus 20:18-19

When I read this Scripture, it always brings a profound question to my mind: Do we not hear God’s voice because that is what we prefer? If God speaks to you, you must obey Him or say no right to his face. There really is no other choice. If we simply hear his words through another person we can say to ourselves “well, maybe that is just his opinion.” Many of us often say that we long to hear God’s voice, but I think we are missing one vital step: We must first long to do God’s will. Otherwise, we will simply be saying no to God’s face. Lord, give us a longing to do your will so that we would then have a true longing to hear your voice. 



March 10, 2009
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” – Philippians 4:8

All day long our minds are working, plotting, imagining and thinking. Some studies have shown that, while your body can easily get by on less than 6 hours of sleep, your mind needs a full eight hours for it to be fresh for the next day. This makes sense, since your body may rest at times during the day, but your mind does not. Our minds are a powerful tool! Unfortunately, we usually allow our minds to chase all sorts of fruitless and sinful thoughts throughout the day. But if we could set this powerful tool on the work of God, how incredible it would be to imagine, think, and plan with Him all day long! As a prayer directed toward God, Isaiah 26:3 promises, “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in You.” Lord, please take over our minds and make Yourself the subject of all our thoughts each and every day. 


March 3, 2009
“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.” – Isaiah 40:28

God’s resources are endless, while ours are quickly exhausted. We become empty when our output exceeds our income. When the things that draw from us spiritually are greater than the time we spend with our savior, we are emptied out. Therefore, when we try to live on our own power, we quickly come to our limit. This is true in daily life, and becomes painfully evident in spiritually trying times. To protect against this, we must increase our time with the savior more and more each day. This is done through prayer, Bible study, worship, quiet time, and fellowship with other followers of Christ. If we practice this principle we will never be dry in times of need. Lord, visit me and fill me so that I might be useful every day to furthering your Kingdom.


February 24, 2009
“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” – Isaiah 40:26

It is sad that there is so much today to distract us from the beauty of creation. T.V., computers, and movies are not inherently evil, but they do us a serious disservice when they keep us from beholding God’s creation and then standing in awe of Him. It is a good practice to take your eyes off of man-made things more often and “look to the heavens.” Meditate on God’s creation and begin to see His glory revealed. God’s chosen people were chastised for worshiping carved images instead of the living God. Let’s not settle for flashing screens imitating life when there is true beauty out there to behold! Lord, open up our eyes and help us to see your glory as revealed in your creation. 

February 17, 2009
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through…” – 1 Thessalonians 5:23

So often, the desires expressed by our mouths are not the true desires of our hearts. We pray for God’s sanctification, but our hearts are still treasuring earthly things. Oswald Chambers says that sanctification “will cost the intense narrowing of all our interests on earth and an immense broadening of all our interests in God. Sanctification means intense concentration on God’s point of view.” To pray for God’s sanctification is to truly pray for God to take complete control. In God’s system, He must take over a heart in order to change a life. Are you truly ready to surrender all you are, have, and desire to Him? Lord, take my heart and let it be consecrated to thee! 

February 10, 2009

“The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.” – Luke 24:20-21

The thing that is so ironic and comical about this story is also the thing that makes it so relevant. As these followers of Jesus walked along this road to Emmaus, they rambled on about everything that happened and how confused and upset they were about what had transpired. All the while, they did not realize that the one they were talking to was Jesus. Their hopes had been dashed, their hero had been killed, and now they were not sure what to do. They did not realize their hero was raised from the dead and walked along side them with each step. We act in the exact same way today. When things do not transpire the way we hoped they would, and God does not triumph in the way we thought he should, we become depressed and confused and begin to ramble on about how we do not understand why God did not show up. However, we do not realize he walks along side us with every step. The great thing about this Scripture, though, is that it shows us how to get out of this blind state. First, the disciples did not understand anything until they stopped complaining and started listening to Christ. Second, Christ explained everything to them from the Scriptures. Next time you find yourself depressed and defeated and you feel like God is no where to be found, take these three steps: First, remember He has promised to never leave you, so He is still right there. Second, stop wallowing in your self pity, be still, and listen to Him. And finally, open up His Word and ask Him to reveal Himself to you and bring you comfort. 

February 3, 2009
“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16

This week, our congregation lost a dear sister. Linda Rider was taken home to our Lord on Saturday, January 31. As I have reflected on the beautiful life of Linda this week, my mind continually returns to this verse. Here, Jesus encourages us to let our light shine. I have often wondered what this is supposed to look like. Is he talking about being passionate, or energetic, or charismatic? How do we “let our light shine?” The only light we have to offer is the light of Christ in us. That light shines when the Spirit of Christ is displayed in our life through love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Linda was a great example of this. Everyone who remembers her, whether meeting her a month ago or years ago, remembers her in this light. The goal is then that people would see this light and praise God. I believe it is this type of shining life that brings more people to know God than any gospel track or witnessing program ever could. When I reflect on Linda’s life, I see her light and I praise my Father in heaven. I pray that we would all strive to shine in this way. 

January 27, 2009
“We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.” – Colossians 1:28

Today, I would simply like to share with you some incredibly encouraging words from Charles Spurgeon’s “Morning and Evening Devotions”:
“Do you not feel in your own soul that perfection is not in you? Does not every day teach you that? Every tear which trickles from your eye, weeps ‘imperfection’; every harsh word which proceeds from your lip, mutters ‘imperfection.’ You have too frequently had a view of your own heart to dream for a moment of any perfection in yourself. But amidst this sad consciousness of imperfection, here is comfort for you-you are ‘perfect in Christ Jesus.’ In God's sight, you are ‘complete in him;’ even now you are ‘accepted in the Beloved.’ But there is a second perfection, yet to be realized, which is sure to all the seed. Is it not delightful to look forward to the time when every stain of sin shall be removed from the believer, and he shall be presented faultless before the throne, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing? The Church of Christ then will be so pure, that not even the eye of Omniscience will see a spot or blemish in her; so holy and so glorious, that Hart did not go beyond the truth when he said- ‘With my Savior’s garments on, 
Holy as the Holy One.’ Then shall we know, and taste, and feel the happiness of this vast but short sentence, ‘Complete in Christ.’ Not till then shall we fully comprehend the heights and depths of the salvation of Jesus. Doth not thy heart leap for joy at the thought of it? Black as thou art, thou shalt be white one day; filthy as thou art, thou shalt be clean. Oh, it is a marvelous salvation this! Christ takes a worm and transforms it into an angel; Christ takes a black and deformed thing and makes it clean and matchless in his glory, peerless in his beauty, and fit to be the companion of seraphs. O my soul, stand and admire this blessed truth of perfection in Christ.”

January 20, 2009
“But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.” – Philippians 2:17

These days there are not many people who are willing to be “poured out” for others. Many of us will serve and show kindness to those in need. But somewhere in there, we are either hoping for recognition or serving our own need to feel significant. However, Paul was different. He was in prison, waiting to see if he would be released or executed. In the midst of this, he was not concerned with his life at all. He was willing to be completely poured out – completely used up – if that was what the Philippian church needed of him. There was no consideration of self, just the joyful pouring out of one’s life in order to strengthen the faith of others. Paul understood this so well, because, as he wrote earlier in this chapter, his attitude was “the same as that of Christ Jesus: who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. But made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant…” He had no consideration for his own rights as God, but served us – poured himself out for us – in order that we might be saved. May all who profess Christ learn to have this same attitude. 

January 13, 2009

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.” – Romans 1:1


I love how Paul refers to himself here in the introduction of his letter to the Romans. Paul says that he is “set apart for the gospel.” I think as Christians, many of us would express that Christian living is trying to live good, holy lives. However, we seem to have lost the true meaning of “holy.” “Holy” most literally means, “consecrated,” “dedicated,” or “set apart.” We concentrate a lot on just trying to be good people, but with little or no purpose. The truth is, each one of us is set apart for the gospel. God saves us for a purpose. If not, why does he leave us here on earth instead of instantly taking us to heaven? God saves us and sets us apart for the gospel. He wants us to go and proclaim the power of His redemption to all those we come in contact with. It is true we need to live good and upright lives. But we do this in order to further the gospel: we are to shine like stars, helping others navigate their way to Christ. If you are truly set apart for the gospel, what is that going to look like in your life this week?

January 6, 2009

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?” – Matthew 6:25

Sometimes I think we subconsciously edit the Scriptures. Here is what I mean: how many of us have taken Matthew 6:25 to say “do not worry too much about your life.” But that is not what it says. The command here is to have no worry; no anxiety. The one and only thing we are to concern ourselves with is wholly following God. However, most of what we worry about would fall under this command and, therefore, we should not be giving it any thought whatsoever. This goes against our nature. Who hasn’t worried about clothes or food?! But Christ walked in our shoes and he followed this command perfectly. Think about it: NOT worrying about food was what fed the five thousand! So do not edit the Scriptures in your mind. Any amount of anxiety over the daily workings of life will pull you further from God and his perfect plan. Fill your mind with seeking God’s face every day and know that, in that journey, God will provide all you need. 




